Table 3.2 SE
It is unclear from this table as to whether or not there is an intention to consult on the
updated ER alongside the Proposed Plan. Should the Proposed Plan contain new
proposals/policies/objectives etc that have not been asses
lt
i th
MIR environmental report then we would adv
sho
MIR Options and Alternatives
We are content to agree with the approach to options and alternatives outlined in this
section.
Assessments – General Comments
The assessment has been carried out a high-level with the commentary supplied
reflecting this. As a general point regarding the findings of the assessments it is unclear
from the justifications provided as to whether the differences between the preferred and
alternative options are of the magnitude to merit the move from potential significant
negative to ascribing non-significant negative effects. Furthermore, it is unclear whether
these scorings are reported pre or post mitigation.
We note that the mitigation column of the assessment tables relating to the various
components of the MIR have not been populated. We would advise that this be
addressed as part of the updated environmental report. Sections of the commentary
supplied for these assessments discuss issues that are relevant in this regard (such as
“Developments could be designed in such a way to enhance historic features and
setting”). The summary mitigation measures contained in Table 6.1 cover this area to an
extent but the completion of the mitigation for each individual assessment would aid in
setting out what is required to mitigate the identified effects for each element of the SDP.
Assessment of Spatial Strategy
As noted above, we would question whether the change of assessment finding from
significant to non-significant is merited in this case. The reasoning supplied of the
“proposed allocation is adding in hundreds than thousands and should be more positive
for the environment” still constitutes additional development to the existing baseline.
Monitoring
As a point of clarification, the Buildings at Risk Register is now maintained by Historic
Environment Scotland as opposed to the Scottish Civic Trust.
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