Strategic Development Plan Review
Main Issues Report Consultation
12th March - 21st May 2018
The Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority are currently
reviewing the Strategic Development Plan for the area. Our Development Plan
Scheme outlines a timetable for the review of the Plan, and also identifies where
there are opportunities to participate. It is available to view at:
http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/DevelopmentPlan/DevelopmentPlanSchemes.aspx

The Main Issues Report is the first formal stage in the review process – it describes
and invites discussion on options for future policies, as well as employment and
housing land targets for the next Plan. No settled view on the content of the next
Strategic Development Plan has yet been reached, making the Main Issues Report
the key stage for public consultation. Giving us your views will help to shape the
future strategy for development and the policies by which future planning
applications are determined.
You can view a copy of the Main Issues Report on our website at:
http://www.aberdeencityandshiresdpa.gov.uk/CurrentWork/CurrentConsultations.aspx
Copies are also available to view at all Council Offices and Libraries within the
Strategic Development Plan Area.
A series of accompanying documents, including an Interim Environmental Report,
Monitoring Statement, Housing Needs and Demand Assessment and Interim
Cumulative Transport Appraisal can also be viewed on our website (by following the
above link).

How to Respond
The Main Issues Report contains a series of issues and questions on which we would
like to hear your views. Please use this form to respond to these, or any other issues
raised by the Main Issues Report or any other accompanying documents.
Consultation Responses must be received by 12pm on Monday 21st May 2018
You can make your views heard in a number of ways:


By Post - please return a completed version of this form to:
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority, Woodhill
House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GB



By Email - please return a completed version of this form to:
team@aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk
If you choose to fill out our online Word form, please be aware that you must
download the form and save any changes before submission.

Letters and emails which do not make use of this form will also be accepted, however
please make sure include your name, address, telephone number and email address
(if applicable), as well as the details of anyone you are representing, if you would like
us to be able to contact you with any queries on your submission.
Using your Personal Information
Information you supply to the Strategic Development Planning Authority (SDPA) by
responding to this consultation will be used to prepare the next Strategic
Development Plan for the area. The SDPA will not share the personal information
provided in response to this consultation with other parties or organisations. The
SDPA will not disclose any contact information about you to any organisation or
person unless it is authorised or required to do so by law.
The SDPA Officers may use your contact details to contact you about the comments
you have made. Your name and organisation may be published alongside your
comments but contact details will not be made public. If you chose not to provide a
name or contact details, your comments will still be valid but we will not be able to
contact you in the future.
For further information on how your information is used, how the SDPA maintain the
security of your information, and your rights to access information the SDPA holds
about you, please contact: Claire McArthur, Acting Team Leader, Strategic
Development Planning Authority, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16
5GB.
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INTRODUCTION
In response to Aberdeenshire Council’s ‘Call for Sites’ a proposal for land at Braehead Farm, Stonehaven
has been prepared, jointly promoted by Deveron Homes and CHAP Group (Aberdeen) Ltd (CHAP Homes),
for the development of 400 homes in Stonehaven. The bid site at Braehead Farm lies on the southern
edge of Stonehaven, as illustrated in Figure 1. The site area extends to approximately 33 hectares.
Stonehaven is the former capital of Kincardineshire and the largest town in south Aberdeenshire. As well
as being the major service centre in south Aberdeenshire, the town is also a popular tourist destination.
Tourist facilities include an open air swimming pool, caravan park, parks, beach and amusements. There is
a full range of retail and banking facilities, as well as hotels, pubs and eating establishments. There is a
business park to the north of the town beyond the railway line and within commuting distance of
Aberdeen Stonehaven is an extremely popular location.
The site is adjoined by the built up area of the town to the north, and the isolated Braehead housing
development to the west. The coastal tourist route runs along the north and east boundaries of the site.
The road is separated by a steep bank to the north, but as the road heads south bound, it rises up and is
level with the eastern side of the site. Further to the west of the coastal route, there is a mound with the
Stonehaven War Memorial and foot paths that link this area to the town and Dunnottar Castle. The site
slopes towards the town of Stonehaven from a high point at the south east to the north west. The land
then plateaus around Braehead Cottage.
The site is proposed for a
development of 400 homes, together
with strategic landscaping and open
space throughout the site. Affordable
housing will be integrated within the
development and will be provided in
accordance with requirements and
Council policy.
The development has been designed
to allow a phased progression with
development blocks and associated
open space that can allow the
development to be flexible to meet
any shortfall in the supply of housing.
With the new Local Development Plan
identified for adoption in 2021, the
development is of a scale that could
be completed within the plan period
to 2031 at a rate of approximately 50 –
70 units per annum.

Figure 1: Indicative Masterplan
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Question 13: Do you agree that our preferred option should allow Local Development Plans to make
further housing allocations?
Stonehaven is an important sub-regional service centre that currently provides a variety of services for
the surrounding area. Development is important for a settlement of Stonehaven’s standing and it is also
important to distribute the provision of affordable housing in locations where it is required. Stonehaven is
identified within the list of top priority settlements in Aberdeenshire for affordable housing provision.
People who are in housing need often have close ties with a local area, e.g., though family or children in
the local school and there is a need to ensure a future supply of affordable housing within Stonehaven.
The strategy for growth identified in the National Planning Framework for Scotland and the Strategic
Development Plan identify that much of new housing growth in the region will be in Strategic Growth
Areas that include the corridor southwards to Laurencekirk. The Strategic Development Plan identifies
that “This strategy focusses development in places where there are clear opportunities to encourage
people to use public transport.”
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (at paragraph 30) states that “Development Plans should positively seek
opportunities to meet the development needs of the plan area in a way which is flexible enough to
adapt to changing circumstances over time.” In achieving this SPP advises that decisions should be
guided by five policy principles of which it recommends, “using land within or adjacent to settlements
for a mix of uses. This will also support the creation of more compact, higher density, accessible
and more vibrant cores.” This is particularly relevant for proposals in and around Stonehaven.
The main settlements in Aberdeenshire provide important employment and service centres outwith
Aberdeen. As a result, these settlements attract demand for growth and housing. Accommodating growth
within these settlements will be to the benefit of their economic success. These settlements also provide
the greatest chances of achieving more sustainable modes of travel. This is particularly the case with
Stonehaven and Inverurie, which are both thriving towns with railway stations.
Aberdeenshire Council publish statistics for the main towns in Aberdeenshire and a summary of some of
the information, along with information from the 2017 Housing Land Audit has been shown in Table 1. In
comparing the statistics for Stonehaven to the other main settlements in the Aberdeen Housing Market
Area, it highlights that there has been an under supply of housing in Stonehaven, despite it benefitting
from 21% local employment and access to a railway station. With the exception of Westhill, which is not
within a Strategic Growth Area, Stonehaven has the lowest total supply of housing. There is a greater
supply in Banchory in comparison and this is a location outwith the Strategic Growth Areas.

Page 5

Braehead
IAAB160091

SDPA Main Issues Report
21 May 2018

The land supply in Stonehaven is forecast to have run out by 2023 according to the 2017 Housing Land
Audit. This proposed development at Braehead can accommodate 400 homes, and with an allocation in
2021 this site would be in a position to continue to supply Stonehaven with housing land throughout the
Local Development Plan Period to 2031. This will also assist in providing additional land supply to
contribute to the Strategic Development Plan Housing Targets.
This approach would provide a development within an area where there exists a demand and delivery can
be progressed quickly, but also provides a continued supply of housing, along with certainty for
infrastructure investment, for Stonehaven throughout the plan period. This would be of greater benefit
than a series of 100 unit developments in this location.
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