Strategic Development Plan Review
Main Issues Report Consultation
12th March - 21st May 2018
The Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority are currently
reviewing the Strategic Development Plan for the area. Our Development Plan
Scheme outlines a timetable for the review of the Plan, and also identifies where
there are opportunities to participate. It is available to view at:
http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/DevelopmentPlan/DevelopmentPlanSchemes.aspx

The Main Issues Report is the first formal stage in the review process – it describes
and invites discussion on options for future policies, as well as employment and
housing land targets for the next Plan. No settled view on the content of the next
Strategic Development Plan has yet been reached, making the Main Issues Report
the key stage for public consultation. Giving us your views will help to shape the
future strategy for development and the policies by which future planning
applications are determined.
You can view a copy of the Main Issues Report on our website at:
http://www.aberdeencityandshiresdpa.gov.uk/CurrentWork/CurrentConsultations.aspx
Copies are also available to view at all Council Offices and Libraries within the
Strategic Development Plan Area.
A series of accompanying documents, including an Interim Environmental Report,
Monitoring Statement, Housing Needs and Demand Assessment and Interim
Cumulative Transport Appraisal can also be viewed on our website (by following the
above link).

How to Respond
The Main Issues Report contains a series of issues and questions on which we would
like to hear your views. Please use this form to respond to these, or any other issues
raised by the Main Issues Report or any other accompanying documents.
Consultation Responses must be received by 12pm on Monday 21st May 2018
You can make your views heard in a number of ways:


By Post - please return a completed version of this form to:
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority, Woodhill
House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GB



By Email - please return a completed version of this form to:
team@aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk
If you choose to fill out our online Word form, please be aware that you must
download the form and save any changes before submission.

Letters and emails which do not make use of this form will also be accepted, however
please make sure include your name, address, telephone number and email address
(if applicable), as well as the details of anyone you are representing, if you would like
us to be able to contact you with any queries on your submission.
Using your Personal Information
Information you supply to the Strategic Development Planning Authority (SDPA) by
responding to this consultation will be used to prepare the next Strategic
Development Plan for the area. The SDPA will not share the personal information
provided in response to this consultation with other parties or organisations. The
SDPA will not disclose any contact information about you to any organisation or
person unless it is authorised or required to do so by law.
The SDPA Officers may use your contact details to contact you about the comments
you have made. Your name and organisation may be published alongside your
comments but contact details will not be made public. If you chose not to provide a
name or contact details, your comments will still be valid but we will not be able to
contact you in the future.
For further information on how your information is used, how the SDPA maintain the
security of your information, and your rights to access information the SDPA holds
about you, please contact: Claire McArthur, Acting Team Leader, Strategic
Development Planning Authority, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16
5GB.

Your Views
Please use a separate box for each issue/question you wish to respond to. If you wish to
continue on a separate sheet, please attach to the paper copy or email.
Main Issue / Question Number:

The Vision / 1

FCC supports the updated vision which acknowledges that economic diversification is a vital part to
strengthen the economy. FCC supports the statement that "we will have acted confidently and taken
the courageous decisions necessary to further develop robust and diversified economy...".
Paragraph 33 of the Scottish Planning Policy states that "the planning system should pro-actively
support development that will contribute to sustainable economic growth and to high quality sustainable places". It is considered that the vision can be strengthened by making reference to a pro-active approach, to be in accordance with the Scottish Planning Policy.

Main Issue / Question Number:

The Spatial Strategy / 2

FCC supports the existing spatial strategy and considers it remains fit for purpose and should be
carried forward. Local Development Plans should continue to use this spatial strategy to allocate
land for development in the identified strategic growth areas.
FCC supports the Strategic Growth Area of Aberdeen to Peterhead and the Energetica Area. With
the Aberdeen Western Peripheral to be completed in 2018, FCC consider that the new Strategic Development Plan should focus on development within the southern part of the Energetica corridor
and maximising development opportunities within key nodes of the Energetica corridor. Local planning authorities will need to consider revising their land use designations and green belt boundaries
in order to achieve the growth within the Energetica Area. This will need to be referenced within this
Strategic Plan.
FCC supports the statement that the strategy "allows for growth to meet local needs in communities
throughout the area where opportunities and demand exist". Development in these strategic growth
areas will bring about a significant need for new infrastructure. Services including petrol filling stations are key infrastructure requirements for economic growth, especially in more rural areas.

Main Issue / Question Number:

Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route / 3

The third main issue relates to the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route which is due to be completed
in 2018. Paragraph 4.10 states to "protect the benefits of the road and identify extra benefits which
can be delivered". FCC supports this statement however a joined up approach between local planning authorities and the Strategic Development Planning Authority is required to ensure that their
land use designations do not preclude these opportunities.
Paragraph 4.11 states that more thought needs to be given as to whether the route (and / or its junctions) needs particular protection in planning policy terms from development which would
have a negative effect on the road and its junctions. FCC consider that a certain area of land could
be protected for further junction expansion, but these should be minimal. Policies restricting increased footfall would preclude economic development into the area which is being attracted by the
improved transport links. The AWPR would therefore be at risk of not achieving its projected economic investment into the area.
The FCC Environment site, Wester Hatton, is located within the Energetica corridor in a highly strategic location adjacent to the Blackdog junction of the A90 and Aberdeen West Peripheral Route.
This brownfield site is considered an excellent opportunity to provide much needed roadside services
and convenience retail outlets as well as providing future potential for business use development to
facilitate the Energetica vision of creating an internationally recognised location for oil, gas and renewable energy organisations and other businesses operating within niche markets. The concept
plan attached to these reps illustrates the development potential for the site.

Main Issue / Question Number:

Economic Growth / 5

FCC supports the approach of taking an optimistic view of future economic growth in the new plan
and the preferred option that the next Strategic Development Plan should be flexible enough to
deal with levels of economic growth that are significantly higher than that currently experienced.
However, detailed consideration needs to be given to how ensuring flexibility will be realised.
Scottish Planning Policy states that "the planning system should pro-actively support development
that will contribute to sustainable economic growth and to high quality sustainable places" (para 33).
Paragraph 45 states that "the planning system should support economic development in all areas
by; taking account of the economic benefits of proposed development in development plans and development management decisions; promoting development in sustainable locations, particularly in
terms of accessibility; ... promoting the integration of employment generation opportunities with supporting infrastructure...".
FCC supports the statement that "increasing and diversifying the local economy is also one of the
two main aims of the plan ans if recognised as an urgent priority". The paragraph goes onto state
that "the plan focuses on making sure there is enough infrastructure is in place to support business growth...". Services are key infrastructure requirements for economic growth.

Main Issue / Question Number:

Employment Land / 6

The adopted Strategic Development Plan has set aside employment land until 2026, with strategic
reserve land identified beyond 2027. The preferred option states that land identified for the period
beyond 2027 will continue to be safeguarded in the new Strategic Development Plan until after 2030
and a focus will be on improving existing employment areas.
FCC consider that 2030 is a significant time-frame and within that time-scale other sites may come
forward for development which are more suitable than any that are to be safeguarded. Policies need
to remain flexible enough for any new sites to be considered acceptable over and above allocated or
safeguarded sites.
The new Strategic Development Plan aims to simulate economic growth and therefore there needs
to be a large variety of sites available and not onerous restrictions should an occupier consider an alternative site more appropriate for their business.

Main Issue / Question Number:

Tourism Development / 7

FCC supports the statement that "we propose that we express the importance of tourism to the local
economy more strongly in the next local plan".
Scottish Planning Policy states that "The tourism industry is one of Scotland's largest business sectors and planning authorities should support high quality tourism related development, including the
provision of appropriate facilities in key locations across urban and rural Scotland" (para 47).
FCC consider that the new Strategic Development Plan should support a flexible and positive approach to tourism development. The new plan should also pro-actively support and encourage tourism related developments in rural locations to boost the rural economy.

Main Issue / Question Number:

8

FCC considers that the new Strategic Development Plan should go further within its strategy to
strengthen its commitment to boosting the rural economy. The Plan should consider the vitality and
economy of rural areas including infrastructure development needed for rural communities to boost
rural economic growth.
Scottish Planning Policy states that "The planning system has a significant role in supporting sustainable economic growth in rural areas" (para 92). Paragraph 96 goes onto state that "It is essential that
rural communities have reasonable access to good quality services. Major facilities are usually conconcentrated in larger settlements, and wherever possible they should be accessible by a range of
transport modes including public transport. However, planning authorities should be realistic about
the availability or likely alternatives to access by car as not all locations, particularly in remoter areas,
can be served by public transport".
FCC also consider that the new Strategic Development Plan should strengthen its commitment to
maximise brownfield sites both within urban and rural areas. Scottish Planning Policy states that
"Previously developed land (also referred to as brownfield land) is a potential source of sites for new
development and planning authorities should support and promote proposals to bring vacant or
derelict land back into productive use for development or to create more attractive environments"
(para 48).

Main Issue / Question Number:

