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1.

Introduction

1.1

The Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan (SDP) was approved by
Scottish Ministers on 28 March 2014. The plan sets out a vision and high level set of
priorities which, along with the aims and objectives, set a clear direction for the future
development of the city region (see Figure 1). The ambition is to diversify and
increase the resilience of the economy, to maintain the high quality of life while also
seizing new opportunities to achieve sustainable development and growth.

1.2

The vision of the plan is that “Aberdeen City and Shire will be an even more attractive,
prosperous and sustainable European city region and an excellent place to live work
and do business. We will be recognised for:





Our enterprise and inventiveness, particularly in the knowledge economy and
in high-value markets;
The unique qualities of our environment; and
Our high quality of life.

We will have acted confidently and taken the courageous decisions necessary to
further develop a robust and resilient economy and to lead the way towards
development being sustainable, including dealing with climate change and creating
a more inclusive society.”

1.3

The purpose of this Monitoring Statement is to review the progress of the plan to date
during its initial 5 year cycle and asses if it is on track to meeting its vision. Using a
number of targets and indicators this Monitoring Statement will examine how much
Figure 1: Aberdeen City and Shire SDP area
has been achieved over recent years and particularly since the base date of the plan
(2011). This will help us as we prepare a new plan for the period 2016-2040. This Monitoring Statement is publish alongside the
Main Issues Report which seeks to stimulate debate around the content of the new plan.

3

2.

Monitoring, Progress and Performance

2.1

Monitoring is an extremely important part of the plan making process. It ensures the plan remains an effective and accurate
document which delivers on its vision, aims and objectives. To do this baseline indicators will be used to paint a picture of the
Strategic Development Plan area. Before the plan was approved in March 2014 the Structure Plan (2009) had been a statutory
component of for development planning in North East Scotland for almost five years. With Scottish Government’s Review of Strategic
Planning in 2001 structure plans were replaced with the Strategic Development Plan process. The previous Structure Plan’s vision
and focus has largely been carried forward to the extant Strategic Development Plan. As a consequence, this report builds on the
Structure Plan Baseline Monitoring Report of March 2010 and the subsequent Monitoring Statements since the SDPs approval.

NHIs

Table 1: Aberdeen City and Shire National Headline Indicators
2016-17
2015-16
2014-15
2013-14

Age of Strategic Development Plan
Development Plan Scheme on track?
5 year effective housing land supply?
Effective housing land supply
Housing approvals
(HLA)
Housing completions (HLA)
Effective (Marketable) employment land
supply
Employment land take-up
Vacant and derelict land

2012-13

3 years on
31/03/2017
Yes
Yes
AHMA: 7.2
RHMA 5.6
4,304

2 years on
31/03/2016
Yes
Yes
6.7 years

1 year on
31/03/2015
Yes
Yes
7.1 years

3 days on
31/03/2014
Yes
Yes
6.3 years

3yrs 7 months

4,478

8,459

9,133

3,605

Anticipated
2209
546ha (7%
increase)
24ha
No data

2093

1955

1943

1863

510ha

500ha

541 ha

522ha

32ha
No data

32ha
107ha

18ha
128ha

19ha
136ha

Yes
Yes
5.8 years

Sources: Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land 2015/Housing Land Audit/SPD Planning Performance Framework
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2.2

In line with the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 s4(9) this report will build a baseline profile which will monitor the progress towards
the plan’s objectives. The plan by nature is high level with a wide geographical cover. Therefore it must be recognised that the
performance of any one or number of indicators will not be a direct reflection of the previous Structure Plan or the extant Strategic
Development Plan’s success or failure. The direction will be dependent on wider influences many of which will be outside the direct
control of strategic spatial planning. However, this report will make links between the role and function of the plan and wider social,
economic and environmental outcomes. The structure of the report will broadly follow that of the plan itself.

2.3

The monitoring will identify which areas are performing well and which could improve, identifying the plan’s existing and potential
contribution to the wider ‘performance’ and ‘outcomes’ agendas. Scotland’s Planning Performance Framework (PPF) was launched
April 2012 and identifies national headline indicators (NHIs) and key outcomes to be used as a measure of an authority’s
performance. The most relevant to Strategic Development Plans are outlined in Table 1.

2.4

Over recent years there has been an increased move towards a more ‘outcomes- based’ approach to performance within public
services. At the national level this is reflected in the Scottish Governments five headline strategic objectives and national outcomes.
Filtering down to the local level this can be seen reflected in the move to Single Outcome Agreements (SOAs) and Community
Planning. This move enables services to better reflect local priorities. Table 2 highlights the ‘Outcome Model’. This will be applied
throughout the report to identify national priorities, and how these are then focused at a local level through the SOAs of Aberdeen
City and Aberdeenshire. How the targets and objectives within the plan feed into these wider agendas is also described.

2.5

The selection of indicators was largely based on specific targets and monitoring commitments within the Strategic Development
Plan, with additional indicators taken from the Scottish Government’s Menu of Outcome Indicators. A European project tasked with
defining a set of key indicators for territorial cohesion and spatial planning (KITCASP) published their final report at the end of 2013.
The project involved examining the use of indicators in measuring spatial data and how this was dealt with in regions throughout
Europe. The Scottish Government was a lead stakeholder in the KITCASP research and the final seminar was held in Glasgow in
October 2013. The project defined an inventory of twenty key indicators under the four themes of: economic competitiveness and
resilience; integrated spatial development; social cohesion and quality of life; and environmental resource management. This
monitoring report will incorporate these indicators.
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Table 2: Outcome Model – based on the National Planning Performance Framework and priorities for both SOAs
National
Strategic National Outcomes
Local Focus
Objectives
Wealthier and Fairer The headline strategic objectives Aberdeen City SAO
Aberdeenshire
are then broken down into 16
SAO
national outcomes which are used Priorities:
as a basis to define local priorities; • Safer communities;
Priorities:
Healthier
• Learning and
• Children have the
• Business;
workforce;
best start in life;
• Employment opportunities;
• Economic growth;
• Transport;
• Research and innovation;
• Health and
• Tackle
• Young people;
wellbeing;
unemployment in
Safer and Stronger • Children;
• Older people;
identified areas;
• Healthier lives;
• Priority families;
• Alcohol and
• Inequalities;
• Integrated transport; drugs;
• Children and families;
• Digital city;
• Older people and
• Crime;
• City of culture
community care;
•
Sustainable
places;
• Supporting
Smarter
• Communities
communities.
• Environment;
• National identity;
• Environmental impact;
• Independence as we get older;
Greener
• High quality

2.6

Aberdeen City and Shire
Strategic Development Plan
Strategic planning cannot be
directly linked in terms of cause
and effect to all the individual
SOA priorities. The links will be
stronger to some than others. It is
important that the role of planning
in facilitating the wider shared
agenda is recognised, and the
monitoring process is a useful
place to do this. Links will be
made throughout the chapters to
the five strategic objectives using
the colour coding identified in
column one and, where relevant,
links between SDP objectives
and SOA priorities will be made.
The aim of this exercise is not
only to identify links but also,
importantly, to identify gaps and
demonstrate areas in which both
process could be further aligned.

The monitoring report will identify what direction each SDP target is heading (where this is clear), this will be explained by reporting
either positive or negative performance. In some cases data was not available at the regional spatial level, so local authority level
data for Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire has been used, and where appropriate this has been combined to provide a strategic
overview. The SDP area does not include the part of Aberdeenshire which falls within the Cairngorms National Park, where local
authority data has been used; this will include data from the National Park. However, because the proportion of the population within
this area is extremely small (0.65%), the impacts are not likely to be significant.
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3.

Spatial Strategy (SS)

National Objectives – ‘Wealthier and Fairer’ ‘Healthier’ ‘Safer and Stronger’ ‘Greener’
Local Focus – Direct link to priority of both Single Outcome Agreements of ‘Integrated Transport’ also links to Aberdeen City priorities of
‘Health and Wellbeing’ and ‘Economic Growth’
3.1
The Spatial Strategy of the plan (Figure 2) promotes the right development in the
right places and recognises that different areas will take on different roles as a
result of their current circumstances and future opportunities. The plan focuses
development along key regional transport corridors called strategic growth areas.
Focusing development along these corridors allows walking, cycling and public
transport to become more attractive and viable options. The plan sets a clear
direction and is specific where appropriate but also provides the required flexibility
for Local Development Plans (LDPs) to respond to local circumstances. This
section of the plan sets out three monitoring targets.
Target 1: “Over the period to 2035, at least 75% of all homes built, and
employment land developed should be in the strategic growth areas.”

Figure 2: Spatial Strategy (Source: SDP 2014)
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3.2

Indicator 1 outlines the number of new homes built in strategic growth areas (SGAs) from 2009 – 2016. It can be seen that the level
and proportion of growth taking place in SGAs has increased significantly over this period, from just 50% in 2009 and 2010 up to
the high 60’s and low 70’s since 2013. There has been an increase since the adoption of the local development plans which started
to implement this strategy from 2012 onwards. Anticipated completions over the period 2017-2023+ in the 2017 Housing Land Audit
suggest that this trend will continue towards achieving the target.

Indicator 1 - Housing Completions by Strategic Growth Areas (HLA 2009 -2016)
Location
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Aberdeen City
387
293
525
777
902
682
789
Ellon-Blackdog
50
4
5
6
41
89
68
Inverurie-Blackburn
164
155
43
141
112
182
166
Portlethen-Stonehaven
155
162
134
173
178
180
139
Peterhead-Hatton
37
54
91
79
77
129
125
South Drumlithie-Laurencekirk
40
27
17
13
11
6
3
Huntly-Pitcaple
100
55
16
50
64
19
26
Strategic Growth Areas Total
933
750
832
1,239 1,384 1.289 1,322
Aberdeen HMA Local Growth
362
262
327
255
323
350
408
Rural HMA Local Growth
562
488
446
369
235
318
369
Strategic Development Plan Area Total
1,857 1,500 1,605 1,863 1,941 1,957 2,099
% of Homes in Strategic Growth Areas
50%
50%
52%
67%
71%
66%
63%

2016
833
94
174
76
131
21
13
1,342
221
403
1,966
68%

3.3

The highest proportion of development over the last five years was in the Aberdeen City SGA followed by the Portlethen to
Stonehaven SGA and the Inverurie-Blackburn SGA, while development rates were lower in the Ellon to Blackdog SGA and those
outwith the Aberdeen Housing Market Area.

3.4

In 2016 68% of completions were within SGAs giving an average of 66% of all completions within SGAs since the approval of the
SDP in 2014. This is an increase when compared to the average of 58% of completions within these areas under the life of the
previous structure plan. Figure 3 gives a percentage average of housing completions for the period of 2009 -2016. It can be seen
that over the period an average of 62% of houses were completed within the SGAs. This trend is further illustrated in Figure 4 as is
shows a steady increase in house completions within SGAs and an anticipation from the Aberdeen City and Shire Housing Land
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Audit that this will continue and further into the SDP cycle. A reason for this is some major housing allocations, since the approval
of the structure plan and the SDP, have been largely within the SGAs. Thus focusing development along the lines of existing
transport and services infrastructure. Developments located within these areas will have ready access to the services required for
new and growing communities.
Figure 3: Average housing
completions in Strategic Growth
Areas 2009-2016 (HLA 2011-2016)

Figure 4: Housing Completions within Strategic Growth Areas
(HLA 2017)
3500

90%
80%
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70%
2500
35%

65%

60%
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50%

1500

40%
30%

1000

20%

500

10%

0

0%
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Strategic Growth Area

3.5

Outwith Strategic Growth Areas

Strategic Growth Areas

Local Growth and Diversification Areas

Percentage

Direction towards Target 1: Housing Land Development: This target covers the whole period from the adoption of the SDP to
2035. While this is a long time period it is possible to provide a perspective on current and anticipated future performance. Given
that; in 2016 68% of housing completions were in SGAs, the 2017 HLA anticipates that 80% of completions will be within SGAs and
it is anticipated that percentage will remain around the same level until 2020 it can be said that this target is likely to be met.
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3.7

3.8

Indicator 2 illustrates the volume of employment land
developed or under construction within the SGAs. It shows
development in Aberdeen City and development within the
SGAs and an overall combined trend line. The SDP aims to
have sufficient marketable employment land available as and
when required for investment and development.
Based on ‘under construction’ employment land figures the
target is being met in relation to employment land. The 2013
Employment Land Audit (ELA) showed 83% of employment
land under construction was in SGAs, this is up in the 2016
figure which saw 95% of employment land under construction
in SGAs.
Indicator 2 shows that there has been a marked increase in the
proportion of employment land under construction in Aberdeen
City in comparison to the other SGAs. There has been a rapid
increase, most likely fuelled by demand in the Oil and Gas
sector for office and warehouse space in and close to the City.
This proportion has tapered off since its combined City and
SGAs peak of 49.4ha in 2015, this would reflect the downturn
in that sector. 2016 saw a more even distribution between the
City and the SGAs as a number of large sites came online in
towns such as Kintore. This resulted in the most balanced split
since 2011.

Indicator 2 - Employment
Development under construction in
S t r a t e g i c G r o w t h Ar e a s ( S o u r c e E L A
2 0 11 - 2 0 1 6 )
HECTARES (HA)

3.6

Another gauge to judge the distribution of employment land is
the completed development within and outwith SGAs. The
combined volume has increased significantly since 2013, again
reflecting demand in the economy at that time. Overall the split
between employment land development between SGAs and

45.2 49.4
25.4 32.0

2.6 1.0
3.6
2011

10.2 14.6
4.4

2012

33.5 38.1

27

39.7
12.7

6.6

4.6

2013

Aberdeen City

4.2

2014

2015

Aberdeenshire SGAs

2016

Total SGAs

Figure 5: Employment Land Development in
hecatres (ELA 2016)
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3.1

4.9

1.7

1

2.1

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Local Growth and Diversification Area

Strategic Growth Areas
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areas outwith has remained steady thus meeting the SDPs target. In 2013 there was a 25/75% in favour of completed development
within SGAs and this split has increased since.
3.10

Direction towards Target 1: The indicator shows a rapid increase from 2011 up to 2015 in the City and a considerable decline in
2016. Across the period development has been weighted towards Aberdeen City with development in Aberdeenshire SGAs
increasing up to 2013 and then levelling off until 2015 and then seeing a surge in 2016. In terms of 75% of employment land being
developed within the SDP area this has more than been achieved. The 2016 Employment Land Audit totals 40.1 hectares of land
under construction in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire combined. A mere 0.4 hectares is under construction outwith the SGAs.
Target 2: “Over the period to 2035, at least 50% of all homes built should be in Aberdeen City.”

3.11

3.12

It can be seen from Indicator 3 that the percentage of housing
completions in Aberdeen City has fluctuated since the base date
of the current SDP. There was a rapid increase from 2011 to
2013 where completions started at 33% and rose to 47%. There
was a brief drop between in 2014 and then another increase to
its current level 42% in 2016. However, anticipated completions
over the next 6 years are expected to rise to levels much closer
to the 50% targeted in the plan.
Direction towards Target 2: This target covers the whole
period to 2035 rather than any particular point in time.
Aberdeen started at a level where it only contributed 33% of
new home building in the city region, although this has been
rising generally over time. Looking forward, evidence
suggests it will move towards the target over the next few
years. Indicator 3 shows steady positive progress is
currently being made towards the target.

Indicator 3: Percentage of homes completed
within Aberdeen City (Actual and anticipated
HLA 2011-2022)
70%
60%
50%

58%

40%
30%
20%

42%
33%

47%
35% 38%

42%

48% 46% 49% 47% 45%

2016

2018

10%
0%
2010

2012

2014

2020

2022
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Target 3: “For all development meeting more than local needs to be in strategic growth areas, unless another can be justified.”
3.13

There is no ideal numerical indicator available to monitor this target due to the subjective element in its definition. However, Indicator
4 compares housing completions in developments of greater than 50 units (major developments) within SGAs and out-with SGAs.
Designation as a major development does not necessarily mean that it will meet more than local needs. However, the infrastructure
and impact associated with these larger developments will be greater. It can be seen that a growing number of housing completions
in Strategic Growth Areas will be on sites of 50 or more homes over the period to 2018.

3.14

Direction towards Target 3: The indicator used cannot give a
direct measure of progress towards the target. However, it
does show that the level of housing completions taking place
in Strategic Growth Areas as part of larger scale development
is increasing. At the same time the level of completions outwith SGAs is decreasing, although beyond 2018 this is
predicted to plateau. Trends can be seen to have changed
consistently since 2013; this would coincide with
implementation of the spatial strategy of the Structure Plan and
adoption of both Local Development Plans. On the basis of
information available it would seem positive progress
towards Target 3 is being made.
Indicators used in this section are strongly related to strategic
spatial planning. It is likely that the plan’s spatial strategy will
have influenced the trends observed. However, wider social,
economic and political forces will also have accounted for the
trends and direction of indicators.

Number of Completions

3.15

Indicator 4: Actual and predicted housing
completions on sites of 50 or more units
2500
(Source: HLA 2016)
2000
1500
1109
885

1000
507
500 274

571
346

536
313

357

440

0
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Strategic Growth Area

Outwith Strategic Growth Area
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4.

Economic Growth (EG)

National Objectives – ‘Wealthier and Fairer’
Local Focus – Direct link to priority of Aberdeen City’s Single Outcome Agreement of ‘Economic Growth’ also link to Aberdeen City’s
priority of ‘Digital City’. Link to priority of both SOAs of ‘Integrated Transport’

Indicator 5: Average Weekly Europe Brent Crude
Spot Price 1983-2017 (Source: eia.gov)
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4.2

A central objective of the Strategic Development Plan
is to provide opportunities which encourage economic
development and create new employment in a range
of areas, which are both appropriate and attractive to
the needs of different industries. This should be done
at the same time as improving the essential strategic
infrastructure necessary to allow the economy to grow
over the long term. For this objective there are six
monitoring targets identified. However, it is also
important to set out the strategic context which is
done first with reference to data on the oil price,
economic output and productivity, unemployment,
and earnings.

Price in US Dollars

4.1

Indicator 5: The region at present is in a period of
economic downturn, this is directly related to the
reduction in the oil and gas sector experienced over
the past year having a knock-on effect on the regional economy. The price of oil is an important factor when considering the health
of the economy and its future prospects. Indicator 5 outlines the price of Brent Crude since 1987. It can be seen that the price has
fluctuated from less than $10 a barrel in late 1998 / early 1999 to a high of over $140 in 2008. However, prices have been dropped
rapidly since 2014 and are now valued at almost a third of what it was three years ago.
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Indicator 6: This indicator shows
Gross Value Added (GVA) per
capita for the UK, Scotland and the
other Scottish regions. It can be
seen that GVA per head of
population in North East Scotland
(Aberdeen
City
and
Aberdeenshire) has been grown
considerably faster than the UK
and Scottish regional averages for
a number of years. Since around
2006 the gap had significantly
increased. In 2012 the North East
GVA per head was almost £11,000
higher than the U.K. average.
Figures are only available up to
2015 and it can be seen that since
2014, at a similar time frame to
when the price of oil dropped, there
has been a decreased in GVA per
capita in the north east. While there
has been a drop in GVA is it still
over £11,000 higher than the UK
average.

Indicator 6: GVA per capita by region (Source: www.ons.gov.uk)
40,000
35,000
30,000

Value in £

4.3

25,000
20,000

15,000
10,000
5,000
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1997-2015
Eastern Scotland

South Western Scotland

Highlands and Islands

United Kingdom

North Eastern Scotland
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4.4

However, the Office for National
Statistics recognises the limitations
of this measure of regional
productivity, publishing ‘GVA per
hour worked’ (2015) data as its
preferred measure. This data is
from the NUTS2 and NUTS3 sub
regions and spans from 20042015. Analysis shows that since
2004 there has been a steady rise
in GVA per hour across all Scottish
regions with the North East
continually significantly the highest
earning.

Indicator 7: GVA per hour worked by region compared to
Scottish average (Source: www.ons.gov.uk)
£40.00

£36.66

£35.00
£30.93
£30.00

£29.13

£29.78

£25.00
£20.00

GVA per hour

£15.00

Scottish Average

£10.00

4.5

Indicator 7: The most recent data
£5.00
available is from 2015. The down
crash in oil prices occurred in early
£0.00
2014. The GVA from 2014 to 2015 in
Eastern Scotland
Highlands and
North East Scotland
South Western
fact increased in the North East from
Islands
Scotland
£35.90 to £36.70. With the Scottish
average in 2015 being $31 the northeast is the only region above it and also by a considerable amount. The data would seem to
indicate the continued resilience of the city region regardless of the localised economic downturn.

4.6

This continuing trend demonstrates the highly productive nature of the Aberdeen City and Shire economy as well as the advances
made over the last decade in a Scottish context. However; given the current economic climate this figure will undoubtedly be
affected given the shrinking of the economy and the widespread redundancies in the Oil and Gas sector.
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Indicator 8: The unique position of
Indicator 8: Gross weekly full time earnings (Source:
the regional economy is further
www.nomisweb.co.uk)
reflected in the average weekly
earnings of full time workers.
600
Indicator 8 shows that average
580
weekly earnings in both the
560
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
have been consistently higher than
540
the Scottish and UK average since
520
2006 with Aberdeenshire reaching
500
a high of £574 in 2013. While the
region as a whole has had higher
480
earnings than both the Scottish and
460
UK averages the drop in oil prices
440
has had a knock-on effect for
earnings. The most recent 2016
420
data shows the impacts of the
400
current economic climate on
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
weekly average earnings in that
Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire
United Kingdom
Scotland
there was a reduction in both the
City and Shire since 2014 with the
Shire rallying from mid-2015 onwards. This means that the regions earnings are their closest to both the Scottish and UK averages
since 2006.
Earnings per week (£)

4.7
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4.9

4.10

Indicator 9: This indicator shows the percentage
of the working age population claiming job seekers
allowance (a measure of unemployment). In both
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire the claimant rate
has historically been considerably lower than the
Scottish average. Rates rose during 2009 as a
consequence of the recession, however at its peak
the rate in Aberdeen City and Shire was lower than
the lowest Scottish pre-recession rate of 2%
achieved in November 2007.
In August 2014, the percentage claiming Job
Seekers Allowance was 0.9% across Aberdeen
City and Shire compared to 2.7% in Scotland and
2.3% in the UK. The most recent figures indicate
the effect the Oil and Gas down turn has had and
its acute regional impact. The numbers claiming
JSA in Aberdeen is now above that of Scottish and
UK averages. While still lower than the figures
recorder during the recession they currently stand
at; 1.0% in the Shire, 1.4% and 1.3% as the
Scottish and UK averages respectively and 1.6% in
Aberdeen City.

5.0

Indicator 9: Percentage of population claiming job
seekers allowance (Source: www.nomisweb.co.uk)

4.5
4.0
3.5
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4.8

3.0
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1.0
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Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire
Scotland
United Kingdom
For Aberdeen City the most recent peak was
between April and July at 1.8% which has currently
reduced to 1.6%. A similar trend was experienced in Aberdeen Shire with a peak of 1.2% between April and June 2016 lowering to
its current level of 1.0%.
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4.11

Indicator 10: Expenditure on Research and Development (R&D) is an important measure of economic competitiveness,
diversification and productivity growth within an area. Indicator 10 outlines R&D expenditure in relation to Local Authority Areas.
While Edinburgh is ahead of the rest of the County at 22.9%, Aberdeen City is a close second at 19.8%. As recently as 2012
Edinburgh accounted for 24.9%, with Aberdeen coming second at 9.4% and Aberdeenshire at 2.5%. Expenditure has increased
significantly since 2012 almost tripling from £62,222 to £178,895 in 2014. If considered at a City Region level Aberdeen City and
Shire SPD area accounts for 22.3% of R&D expenditure in Scotland. Added to this are components of the City Region deal which
will further invest in R&D in the City Region.

Indicator 10:Percentage of Expenditure on Research and Development
w ithin Scottish Business 2014 (Nomis open source)
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4.12

The Centre for International Competitiveness at Cardiff
University published a UK Competitiveness Index in
2013 and again in 2016 which ranked all UK local
authorities on the basis of three factors and ten
indicators which sought to capture a rounded picture of
the competitiveness of local economies. In a UK
context, Aberdeen was ranked 2nd out of 379 in 2013
while Aberdeenshire achieved a rank of 37. In 2016
Aberdeen City has improved its position to 1st out of
379 and Aberdeenshire had dropped to 63. The report
states “Aberdeen is the most competitive city based on
the latest available data, although its competitiveness
has fallen since as the North Sea oil sector has
declined due to falling global oil prices” (Huggins et al
2016).

Indicator 11: Employment by Sector 2015 (Nomis open source)
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4.14

In a Scottish context, Aberdeen was ranked 1st and
Aberdeenshire 3rd, with Edinburgh taking 2nd place.
This provides a useful comparative perspective on the
local economy and demonstrates the competitiveness
of the whole area.
Indicator 11: This indicator shows sectoral
employment for Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire and
Scotland as a whole. It can be seen that both in
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire the percentage of
working age population employed in the Mining
Quarrying and Utilities sector is considerably higher
than the Scottish average, with Aberdeenshire being
more than double the national level and Aberdeen City
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five times higher. This is again reflected in the the professional and technical sectors. By contrast, the percentage of the population
employed in public administration and defence, education and health is lower than the Scottish Average. Aberdeenshire’s share of
employment in manufacturing is more than double that of Aberdeen City and almost double the Scottish Average. Overall the region
has a skills base which is very different to that of the rest of Scotland in terms of such a high percentage of people work in the
extractive and professional services sectors – which in itself would seem incongruous but shows the regions focus on oil and gas
and its support services. On balance Aberdeenshire would have a more diversified employment base given Aberdeen City’s
considerable proportion of the workforce involved in extractive employment.
Target 4: “To make sure that there is at least 60 hectares of marketable land available to businesses at all times in a range of places
within Aberdeen City.”

4.16

The Strategic Development Plan’s requirements for
employment land supply are as follows: 60ha of
marketable land available in Aberdeen City, 60ha of
marketable land available in the Strategic Growth
Areas of Aberdeenshire. At least 20ha of this
marketable land to be suitable for high quality
business use/company headquarters. The availability
of land for employment purposes is vital to enable
new companies to move to the area and existing
companies to expand.
An Employment Land Audit (ELA) is carried out
annually to monitor the availability of such land.
Based on the 2014/15 Aberdeen City and Shire
Employment Land Audit, Indicator 12 shows an
established employment land supply in Aberdeen City
of 280.2 hectares in 2015. Of that, 169.2 hectares is
‘marketable’ and 71.1 hectares is ‘immediately
available’. There were a further 45.2 hectares of

Indicator 12: Availability of Employment Land in
Aberdeen City (ELA 2015/16)
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employment land in Aberdeen City under construction. These figures are well in excess of the SDP’s requirements. The distribution
of the employment land in Aberdeen City indicates that two sites in particular; Aberdeen Airport (55ha) and Prime Four (26ha) - are
contributing significantly to the marketable supply.
4.17

Direction towards Target 4: The target of maintaining 60 ha of marketable employment land in different locations within Aberdeen
City is being exceeded by 109.2 ha. Therefore, SDP Target 4 is being met and exceeded at the current time.

Target 5: “To make sure there is at least 60 hectares of marketable land available to businesses at all times in a range of places
within strategic growth areas in Aberdeenshire”

4.19

Indicator 13 shows the equivalent marketable
supply of employment land in the Aberdeenshire
Strategic Growth Areas (SGAs). The marketable
supply stands at 255.5 hectares, well above the 60
hectare minimum target. The immediately available
supply is however, lower than that of Aberdeen City
at 35 ha. This means that of the marketable supply
only 14% is immediately available and only 12% of
the marketable supply is currently under
construction (4.2 ha).
The
highest
marketable
supply
within
Aberdeenshire SGAs is in the Portlethen to
Laurencekirk corridor, followed by Blackdog to
Peterhead and Blackburn to Huntly. Despite having
high established and marketable supplies in many
areas, development is happening at a much slower
rate than in Aberdeen. This is reflective of market
demand. In addition to the 255.5ha of marketable
land in SGAs there is a further 61.8ha of

Indicator 13: Availability of Emplyment Land
Aberdeenshire SGAs (ELA 2015/16)
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marketable employment land within the ‘Local Growth and Diversification’ areas identified in the strategy where allocations are tailored
to more local needs (ELA 2014/15 Appendix 4). The SDP requires there to be at least 40 ha of marketable employment land in the
Huntly to Laurencekirk combined SGA, this is met with a marketable supply of 158.6ha in 2014/15. There is also a minimum
requirement for there to be 20ha of marketable supply in the Blackdog to Peterhead corridor, this is met with a marketable supply of
96.9ha in 2014/15, in both cases well in excess of the minimum requirements.
4.20

Direction towards Target 5: The target of maintaining 60ha of marketable employment land in Strategic Growth Areas within
Aberdeenshire is being considerably exceeded. However, this is not necessarily being reflected in terms of delivery. SDP Target 5 is
being met and exceeded at the current time. However, wider market forces and development choices are impacting on
development rates.
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Target 6: “For at least 20 hectares of land available to businesses in the strategic growth areas to be of a standard which will attract highquality businesses or be suitable for company headquarters”

4.21

4.22

The Employment Land Audit does not
currently assess the quality of the
marketable land being audited.
However, Indicator 14 identifies LDP
employment land allocations which are
currently identified for high quality Class
4 (business) use and how much of this
is deemed to be marketable through the
Employment Land Audit process. In the
Aberdeen City LDP these sites are
classed as specialist employment
areas and come under policy B2.

Indicator 14: High Quality LDP (Source: Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
LDPs & ELA 2016)
Aberdeen Science and
Energy Park
Aberdeen Innovation Park
OP9 Grandhome
OP19 Stoneywood
(Previously OP28 Rowett
North)
OP29 Prime Four
OP63 Prime Four extension

Aberdeen City
Designation
Class 4
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Class 4
Specialist Employment

3
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34.5

3
0
34.5
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Specialist Employment

16.5
13

15.8
0

It can be seen that six sites have been
specifically identified within the City’s
Aberdeenshire
LDP for ‘high quality’ business use. OP1 Chapelton
E1
5
5
However, it is also the case that other OP11 Inverurie
E1
5
5
sites are also available which meet the
Combined Total
83.5
64.8
definition which are not identified in this
way. As a consequence, the available land will exceed the level indicated here. For example, there are three sites in the city which
are either completed or close to completion; Marischal Square, The Captiol and the Silver Fin which are considered suitable for
high-quality businesses.
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4.23

Aberdeenshire has a total of 10 hectares concentrated in two 5 hectare sites. Again there is considerable employment land
designated throughout the shire which could facilitate such a use but two site solely designated for high quality employment land
have been allocated in areas which are expected to grow over the coming years.

4.24

Direction towards Target 6: While indicator 14 is more of a proxy indicator, it does give an idea of the level of high quality business
land currently allocated within Strategic Growth Areas. It can be seen that there is currently 83.6 hecatres of high quality business
land allocated, of which 64.8 hectares is marketable (77% of this located at Prime Four, Kingswells and Stoneywood). Availability
within SGAs in Aberdeenshire is more limited. Based on information currently available the SDP target is being met and
progress is moving in a positive direction.

Target 7: “For Aberdeen City Centre to remain one of the top-20 retail areas in the UK”

4.25

Indicator 15 identifies Aberdeen’s current and previous retail ranking
Indicator 15: Aberdeen City’s Retail Ranking
position within the UK. This is primarily based on consumer spending,
(Sources: Experian, Venuscore and CACI)
as ranked by three different companies who provide information on
Latest ranking
retail market activity. It can be seen from this that Experian has Organisation Previous ranking
th
20 (2013)
N/A
positioned Aberdeen at 20 in 2013 a position which has not been Experian
th
1
Venuescore
10
(2015)
11 (2017)
updated but was ranked 6 in terms of potential for expansion .
th
Venuscore now place Aberdeen as 11 in the UK, down from 10th in CACI
27 (2013)
34 (2015)
2015. Management Horizons Europe (MHE) no longer collect retail
data but in 2009 ranked Aberdeen at 18th. CACI give Aberdeen its lowest score of 27th in 2013 which has since dropped to 34th in
2015.

4.26

Indicator 16 outlines more holistic data on the position of Scottish’s major cities. This assessment is based on more than just
consumer spending but assesses wider factors which can be used to assess the overall health of a town and city centre. The most
recent data on this was collected by CoStar in 2017 and shows Aberdeen as having the 3rd highest retail rents per sqm after

1

http://www.experian.co.uk/marketing-services/news-retailscape-uk-retail-centres-best-placed-to-thrive.html
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Glasgow and Edinburgh. In terms of vacancy rates Aberdeen is higher than Edinburgh and Glasgow but significantly lower than
Dundee.
4.27

In Aberdeen City, BMO Real Estate
Indicator 16: Retail in Scotland’s largest four cities (CoStar 2017)
Partners has announced they are
Aberdeen
Dundee
Edinburgh
Glasgow
looking to build upon additional
2016
2017
2016
2017
2016
2017
2016
2017
restaurant and cinema offerings Year
£216
£211
£154
£140
£233
£212
£222
£217
within the Bon Accord Centre with Retail Rent (sqm)
proposals for a complementary Vacancy levels
2.57% 3.10% 3.40% 3.60% 2.60% 1.90% 2.50% 2.10%
hotel, residential accommodation
and serviced apartments. An application has been lodged with Aberdeen City Council seeking Planning Permission in Principle to
expand and transform the centre (Ryden 80th Scottish Property Review). In addition to this there is also an application for planning
permission in principle submitted by Hammerson to expand Union Square whereby there will be greater focus on leisure than retail
uses2.

4.28

Direction towards Target 7: According to Experian, Aberdeen is easily meeting the target. In relation to other major cities
Aberdeen still lags significantly behind both Glasgow and Edinburgh, although these are not directly comparable due to their size.
Attracting consumer spending however is directly related to the quality of the city centre and visitor experience. Aberdeen is
meeting the target to be in the top 20 retail locations, but data would indicate that the regeneration aims of the plan need
to be delivered if this position is to be secured and improved upon.

Target 8: “For all new development to have the use of modern up to date high speed telecommunications, such as fibre optics”
4.29

2

The requirement for new development to have appropriate access to effective and up to date broadband has been a targeted priority
in both the Structure Plan and Strategic Development Plan. Superfast broadband (and now Ultrafast Broadband) often uses fibreoptic cable and is significantly faster than traditional broadband, which relies on copper telephone lines. Translated into speeds,
traditional copper lines are generally limited to a maximum speed of 24 megabits per second (Mb/s), superfast fibre to the cabinet
(FTTC) or fibre to the home (FTTH) technologies can generate speeds of between 40 –1,000Mb/s (1Gb/s). The importance of having

https://www.hammerson.com/media/press-releases/union-square-expansion-plan-submitted/
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fast and reliable broadband provision throughout the region will be vital to the continued success of the regional economy and an
attractor for those moving to the area.
4.30

The average speed in Aberdeen City is currently 19.5 Mb/s, while in Aberdeenshire it is 14.9 Mb/s. Comparatively; the Scottish
average is higher than either council area, although significant investment is currently being made by the two councils, the Scottish
Government, BT Openreach and through the City Region Deal to deliver world-class infrastructure. The SDP’s settlement strategy
focuses development within growth and infrastructure corridors which helps to facilitate higher speed internet connection to new
development. Several of the major developments happening in the area at the current time, including Countesswells and Chapelton
are using their fibre optic connectivity in their marketing material and are delivering some of the fastest connections to any home in
the UK. This is increasingly being adopted by other developers on smaller sites and highlighted as one of the new advantages of
buying a newbuild home.

4.31

Indicator 17 presents Ofcom data on broadband provision within the region and in comparison to Scottish averages. It can be seen
that the percentage of areas in which users do not have access to 5Mb/s (a very slow speed) is affected again by dispersal, Aberdeen
City below the national average and almost double in higher in Aberdeenshire. What is stark however, is that although the take up
of broadband, including superfast, is higher in the City and Aberdeenshire than the Scottish average, the availability of superfast
broadband in Aberdeenshire is limited but has improved. This can be compared to 83% of addresses in Aberdeen City and 34% as
the Scottish average. The commercial roll-out of fibre broadband has been slow in this area, although it has increased particularly
in Aberdeen City. However, the public sector supported roll-out is programmed to make significant inroads in Aberdeenshire over
the coming years3. It is a welcome development that developers are starting to market new housing with fibre to the home (and
business) - an example being the new settlement of Chapelton4.

3
4

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/business/support-and-advice/communities/digital-connectivity
http://chapeltonofelsick.com/news/full/chapelton-to-get-broadband-speeds-20-x-uk-average/
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Indicator 17: Superfast
Broadband Availability
(Ofcom)
Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire
Scotland
Table 4:
Ofcom Fixed
Local Authority
Update 20165

NGA
Availability (%
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There is a noticeable change in the availability of superfast broadband in Aberdeen City, moving from having no addresses with
access to superfast in 2011 to having 83% in 2016. The take up of superfast broadband is still relatively low, in Aberdeen City this
may change as the rate of take up catches up with the fast pace and recent improvements in the service.

Ofcom report ‘Connected Nations (2015) https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/multi-sector-research/infrastructure-research/connected-nations2015/downloads
5
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4.33

Indicator 18 shows the spatial
distribution of broadband speeds
throughout the city region.

4.34

This indicator shows the challenges
faced in terms of a large
geographical area and dispersed
settlement in terms of delivering
infrastructure. In this case it relates to
broadband. As would be expected
where settlement density, and
demand, are higher there are better
speeds.

4.35

Direction towards Target 8: The
ambition
of
the
Scottish
Government’s ‘Digital Future’ is that
Fibre Broadband will be available to
all by 2020 with significant progress
being made by 2015. Aberdeen City
is moving more rapidly towards this
target than Aberdeenshire, which to
an extent would be expected given
the density of demand and lower Figure 2: Indicator 18 Spatial Distribution of Broadband speeds (Ofcom
costs in the City when compared to a 2016)
largely rural area. The committed
role out of superfast broadband in identified locations throughout Aberdeenshire should go some way to change this imbalance.
Progress towards Target 8 is moving in a positive direction, although at a much slower pace in than had been hoped.

4.36

Some indicators used in this section are strongly related to strategic spatial planning, particularly those related to land allocations.
However, the economic position of North East Scotland is largely out-with the control of planning. It will be up to the planning system
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in conjunction with partners, to manage the trends being observed in a positive and lasting way to ensure the best outcomes for
future generations. Improvements to city/town centre environments is something planning will continue to play a role in, as well as
continued efforts to work with partners to improve the broadband coverage within the whole region. One of the major challenges
facing planning in terms of the immediate economic position will be to make sure focus on this does not overshadow other important
agendas, particularly in relation sustainable development and quality of the built and natural environment.
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5.

Sustainable Development and Climate Change (SD&CC)
National Objectives – ‘Greener’
Local Focus – No direct link to any of the SOA Priorities of either council – Climate Change Policy for Aberdeenshire

5.1

The challenges related to achieving sustainable development and tackling climate change are some of the most serious and urgent
that are to be dealt with over the life of the plan. Reducing the causes of climate change (mitigation) will be vitally important, as will
putting in place measures to deal with and plan for the consequences of damage already done (climate change adaptation). The
plan sets ambitious targets to become a city region which takes the lead in shifting to sustainable development. This section of the
Monitoring Statement will examine progress towards the 6 targets identified in this part of the plan.

5.2

SDP and LDP Policies
Both the Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire LDPs have been recently approved and contain robust policies relating to sustainable
development, decarbonisation and carbon storage. Aberdeen LDP policies; R7 – Low and Zero Carbon Building and Water
Efficiency and R8 – Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Developments aim to promote both sustainable and low carbon
development and energy generation. Aberdeenshire LDP policies C1 Using resources in buildings, Policy C2 Renewable energy
and C3 Protection of carbon sinks, perform the same role and also manage the carbon rich soils within the Shires geography. Both
LDPs are accompanied by supplementary guidance to help inform potential developments and aid reduction in emissions and
mitigate environmental impacts. Mapping of carbon rich soils has been completed and monitored through Aberdeenshire’s Land
Use Strategy Pilot.

5.3

Aberdeen City has also recognised the need to tackle this issue of air pollution through the production of Air Quality Management
Areas, reports are given on an annual basis to indicate how strategies are progressing. While targets haven’t been met the general
trend is that air quality levels are improving.

5.4

New Technologies and Developments
While there has no doubt been a drop in economic output due to the contraction of the oil and gas sector investment in large-scale
off shore wind development, alternative renewables and energy storage technology has continued. Some notable projects which
are in development or operational across the region are mentioned below;
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5.5

Aberdeen Community Energy’s Don Side Hydro scheme is fully operational with the capacity to power up to 150 homes a year and
displace 240 tonnes of carbon. The project was run in conjunction with the Community Council, Aberdeen City Council and funded
through an open investment offer. Part of the profits also go towards a community fund.

5.6

Aberdeenshire Council issued planning permission for a Biomass Energy Plant near Peterhead in late 2014. The plant generates
biogas (biomethane) through the process of Anaerobic Digestion using biomass crops and agricultural waste as feedstock. The
plant, while operational, is still in its testing phase. When operational it will have capacity to add 600m3/hour of biomethane to the
grid.6

5.7

Aberdeenshire Council has also approved an application for wind energy storage submitted by Statoil. The Batwind is an innovative
battery storage technology for renewable energy in Peterhead. 7

5.8

Large scale offshore wind is progressing through the Moray Firth8 which is a large scale development with the potential to deliver
between 4 million MWhr and 5.2 million MWhr of power each year. The interconnectors will be based within Aberdeenshire.

Target 9: For all new buildings to be carbon neutral by 2020
5.9

Based on further research, the magnitude of the challenge and in light of current economic conditions the target date of achieving
carbon neutrality by 2016 set out in the Structure Plan (2009), has been rolled back to 2020 in the SDP and subsequently reflected
in the policies of the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire LDPs respectively. The targets and timeframes are considered more realistic
and achievable, although the principle of carbon neutrality within new developments being delivered as soon as is practicable is still
a fundamental goal.

6

APP/2014/2715 https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=N95KYTCAH7F00

7

https://www.statoil.com/en/news/batwind-battery-storage-offshore-wind.html
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/planning-applications/public-access/

APP/2017/0868
8

http://morayoffshorerenewables.com/Why-offshore-wind.aspx
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5.10

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 sets a target of achieving an 80% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2050. Scottish Planning
Policy (SPP) highlights the role of planning in aiding the shift to a low carbon economy, through amongst other things the requirement
of low or zero carbon generating technologies (LZCGTs) within new developments.

5.11

Both Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City councils currently have in place supplementary guidance which requires new developments
to install LZCGTs to reduce emissions beyond the requirements of Building Standards. The policies, which share similar
supplementary guidance, are tailored to aims of their authorities’ LDPs. Aberdeenshire’s encourages the use of district heating
systems through master planning of large-scale developments in tandem with increasingly stringent building standards.

5.12

Direction towards Target 9: It is unclear exactly how advanced the region is in achieving this target. Development plan policies
and supplementary guidance are setting minimum requirements based on buildings standards requirements and expected
increments. However, more robust policy monitoring and monitoring of planning conditions will be required over the next few years
in order to allow a clearer picture to develop. Given that policies have been recently adopted the SDPA is at the beginning of the
monitoring process with its partner Councils and cannot offer detailed information as to how this policies are performing.

Target 10: “For the equivalent of the city region’s electricity needs to be met from renewable sources by 2020”.
5.13

9

This is an ambitious target set by the SDP, carried forward from the Structure Plan. The Scottish government aims for “renewable
sources to generate the equivalent of 100 per cent of Scotland's gross annual electricity consumption by 2020, provisional statistics
show that Scotland has met our 2015 50% interim target and renewables sources to provide the equivalent of 11 per cent of
Scotland's heat demand by 2020” (http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-sources/19185) . Indicator 19
shows the additional installed capacity of renewable schemes coming forward each year throughout the City Region in Gigawatt
hours (GWh) for the years 2014-2015 with 2016 data becoming available in September 2017. This includes large scale wind turbine
schemes as well as Feed in Tariff (FIT) data. The UK government has announced it will end the FIT for renewable energy by 20189
which has altered the landscape for renewable energy development.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-renewables-subsidies
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5.14

Indicator 19 shows that the equivalent of over half of the
region’s electricity needs were met from locally
generated renewable electricity in 2016. This is just over
half-way to the 2020 target and the area accounted for
6.6% of Scotland’s total renewable electricity generation
(21,627GWh).

5.15

Figure 3 shows the percentage breakdown of renewable
energy in Aberdeen City and Shire (2016). It can be seen
that the vast majority is generated by onshore wind (94%)
and the remaining 6% being divided amongst other
technologies. Landfill gas (3.1%) is the second largest
technology, followed by solar photovoltaics at just 1.6%.
In 2016 no contribution to the electricity supply was made
from offshore wind energy. The dominance of onshore
wind is a result of a large number of small installations
rather than a reliance on the development of large
windfarms.

5.16

The dominance of onshore wind energy has the potential
to unbalance the electricity transmission network due to
its pattern of generation, with the network potentially
operating more efficiently where there is a greater
balance between sources of renewable energy. However,
as will be seen below, future prospects for the growth in
generation are also likely to make use of the area’s
significant wind resource.

Indicator 19: Estimated contribution of renewables to annual
electricity consumption (Source: DECC 2016)
Electricity
Renewable
Electricity consumption
consumption
generation
achieved from renewables
2772 GWh
1420 GWh
51.2%

Figure 3: Renewable Electricity Generation in
Aberdeen City and Shire by Technology - 2015

Onshore Wind
Landfill Gas
Photovoltaics
Sewage Gas

Onshore Wind

94%

Other
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5.17

The Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) is a UK-wide mechanism to encourage the uptake of largely domestic-scale renewable electricity generation.
It can be seen from Indicator 20 that installed capacity facilitated by this subsidy mechanism increased significantly between 2009
and 2015, with a levelling off over recent years as no significant capacity was added. The major boosts from the scheme during this
period were from onshore wind and solar developments. However, the financial incentives offered by the FIT regime were reduced
in 2015 which led to the tailing off in additional generating capacity.

5.18

Since 2009 the amount of energy generated by onshore
wind turbines has increased considerably. With less than
100 MWh generated in 2009 this has steadily increased
until 2016 to approximately 590 MWh for the region. As
stated above since the decision relating to energy
subsidies has been announced there has been a
noticeable drop off in applications lodged relating to
onshore wind as investors need to assess the viability of
schemes in detail to ensure they deliver an efficient
scheme which can be profitable without subsidy.

Indicator 20: Combined Renewables Energy
generated in MW FITs (DECC 2016)
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5.19

Indicator 21 relates solely to wind power and identifies the
cumulative number of wind turbine applications approved
since 2003 and the number of turbines these represent.
Between 2003 and 2016 there was a total of 1009 wind
turbines approved in Aberdeenshire and 36 in Aberdeen
City. Of those applications 57% have been approved or
approved on appeal. The majority of these turbines were
of a small scale to benefit from the FITs scheme. The rapid
increase took place between 2009 and 2013, with a
levelling off since then, with relatively few additional
onshore turbines applied for or consented.

Indicator 21: Number of wind turbines applied for and
approved 2003-2016 (Source Aberdeen City and Shire
Planning Application Records)
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5.21

Biogas is an area which could be further expanded upon in order to diversity the regions energy supply. A biogas plant is operational
at Blackhills near Peterhead which can pump 600m3 of natural gas an hour directly into the grid. Feedstock is biofuel sourced from
local farms with a possibility of scaling up operations and using food waste. The under construction AECC is to be powered by an
biogas system also.

5.22

While new onshore renewable generation has slowed over recent years, two consented offshore windfarms are currently under
construction (Hywind off Peterhead and EOWDC off Aberdeen) and will add approximately 356GWh10 to the supply annually. In
addition to this, there are two consented offshore windfarms () which are yet to start construction but would add 3,059GWh annually.
The MORL (East) development is the most significant of these and it received ‘Contract for Difference’ support from the UK
Government in September 2017. When completed over the next few years, these offshore developments would mean the region

10

European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre will produce 309 GWh annually and Hywind will produce 46 GWh annually.
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would produce the equivalent of over 175% of its electricity consumption needs. In addition there would be new onshore renewable
electricity capacity added from 2016 onwards.

Figure 3: Offshore Windfarms (consented and under
construction) within Aberdeen City and Shire SDPA. (Source:
www.4offshore.com)

Table 5: Consented and under construction major offshore wind energy
projects
Project
Capacity Households Turbines Stage
European
94MW
78,000
11
Consented 26/2/2013
Offshore Wind
Under Construction
Deployment
(generation mid 2018)
Centre11
MORL (East)12
1,116MW
700,000
186
Consented 19/3/2014
13
Hywind
30MW
20,000
5
Consented 30/10/2015
Under Construction
(generation end 2017)
Kincardine14
48MW
35,000
8
Consented 7/3/2017
MORL (West)
750MW
470,000
90
Consultation &
Scoping
Total
2,044MW
1,258,000
300

11

https://corporate.vattenfall.co.uk/projects/wind-energy-projects/european-offshore-wind-deployment-centre/about-the-project/
http://morayoffshorerenewables.com/Home.aspx
13 https://www.statoil.com/en/news/introduces-partner-hywind-scotland.html
14 http://pilot-renewables.com/
12
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5.23

Indicator 22 highlights the CO2 emissions for the SDP area. This is shown in total kilotons (kt) for the SDPA area, Aberdeenshire
and Aberdeen City are shown on the graph with a steady downward trend in emissions since 2005.

5.24

From a peak in 2006 it can be seen that regional emissions
have been generally falling. The graph shows that
Aberdeenshire’s emissions are substantially higher than
Aberdeen City’s. Not shown on the graph but from analysis
of the 2015 DECC data set, the SDPA area per capita
emissions stood at 6.3 tonnes, against a Scottish average
of 6.1 tonnes.

5.25

From the break-down by end users, the largest percent of
emissions within the SDP area was generated through
industrial and commercial uses. Domestic users generate
the second highest emissions, followed by road transport
and land use change. The highest decrease in percentage
share by end-user was seen in the domestic sector with a
reduction of 29% followed by 23% reduction in emissions
from Industry and commercial. Emissions through domestic
gas and electricity consumption reduced. However;
transport emissions reduced by a mere 6%.

Indicator 22: Aberdeen City and Shire CO2 Emissions
(Department of Energy and Climate Change 2017)
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5.26

Population increase needs to be taken into consideration in that; while there have been increases in the levels of renewable energy
produced, reductions in emissions in most sectors of energy use, the population of the SDP area has increased by 9% since 2005.
In addition land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) were assumed to have greater capacity as carbon sinks in previous
DECC assessments of emissions. Their capacity to absorb carbon is now considered to be less than that previously thought.

5.27

Direction towards Target 10: The contribution of renewables to electricity supply is growing throughout the region and based on
estimates could be contributing to as much as 52% of electricity consumption. While CO2 emissions are not decreasing as quickly
as would be desirable (particularly in relation to domestic and transport emissions) they are decreasing. Aberdeen City and
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Aberdeenshire’s emissions have dropped 26.3% and 23.4% respectively since 2005 with the SPD area’s emissions down 25% from
2005 to 2015. Positive progress is being made towards Target 10 and with commitment this can be met by 2020.

Target 11: “To avoid having to increase the amount of water Scottish Water are licensed to take from the River Dee, as a result of the
new development proposed in the plan”.
The River Dee is the region’s main source of drinking water
as well as having several designations for the importance of
its waters, the highest of those being a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) designation. The resource is under
pressure and it is extremely important that the further
development proposed over the life of the plan does not
significantly add to that pressure which will deplete capacity
as a water source as well as adversely affect qualifying
features. Scottish Water currently abstract from two locations
- Mannofield and Invercannie (abstraction from Tanarside
ceased in October 2010 and at Glendye in March 2013).

Indicator 23: Combined Dee Distribution Input
125
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5.28
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5.29

5.30

The consented threshold of abstraction by Scottish Water is
125 million litres per day (125 ML/D). Indicator 23 shows that
between 2010 and 2017 the level of abstraction has never
exceeded 100 ML/D and that distribution has generally
Mannofield
averaged around 90 ML/D. Abstraction levels, including any
requirement to increase them are regulated by SEPA in consultation with SNH.

Invercannie

Glendye

Tanarside

Direction towards Target 11: Current distribution figures are lower than permitted levels. However, in light of the possible effects
of climate change and the level of new development proposed, this will continued to be monitored. Direction towards Target 11
remains positive.
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Target 12: “For all new developments to use water saving technology”
5.31

In light of the above, it is extremely important that water efficiency within new developments becomes a priority. There is currently
no substantial data on which progress towards this target can be measured. However, this issue is being taken forward and given
prominence within both councils Local Development Plans. Aberdeenshire have developed Policy C1 Using resources in buildings
which refers to the Gold and Platinum building standards and BREEAM level 5 for non-domestic buildings. Aberdeen City have form
Policy R7 – Low and Zero Carbon Buildings and Water Efficiency. Through the future monitoring of policies, Development
Frameworks and Masterplans, this important target will be monitored. However given both extant plans were only approved at the
beginning of 2017 there is little monitoring data available for analysis.

Target 13: “To avoid developments on land which is at an unacceptable risk from coastal or river flooding (as defined by the ‘Indicative
River and Coastal Flood Map for Scotland’ or through a detailed flood risk assessment), except in exceptional circumstances.”
5.32

With the effects of climate change will come the increasing threat of river, surface water and coastal flooding. Doing all we can to
prepare for this as well as avoiding development on land which is at an increased risk of flooding will be imperative. In January 2014
SEPA published flood maps for Scotland which included a comprehensive study of flood risk in Scotland. The maps are live on the
SEPA website and have been distributed to local authorities to be mapped on their GIS systems and used in the consideration of
development plan allocations and planning applications. Both Local Development Plans have policies which prohibit and control
development on land at risk of flooding, with their Main Issues Reports taking this forward as an important issue when considering
Bids for new allocations. There is a requirement of Development Plans to carry out Strategic Flood Risk Assessments which will
assess the appropriateness of land allocations. Flood risk mapping identified 23 potentially vulnerable areas in North East Scotland
assessing this in conjunction with the mapping of planning applications coming through the development management process will
allow this to be monitored and managed on an ongoing basis.
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Target 14: “To work towards an extra 300,000 tonnes of new waste management infrastructure”
5.33

Additional waste management facilities are required to meet
the objectives of Scottish Government’s Zero Waste Plan. The
Strategic Development Plan identifies the need for a further
300,000 tonnes of waste treatment facilities in line with the
waste hierarchy. New infrastructure has been consented
since the approval of the SDP, although not all has yet been
delivered. Although waste management practices are
changing to increase recycling/composting collection and
increase diversion from landfill. Indicator 24 identifies that in
2011 just over 160,000 tonnes of household waste was still
being sent to landfill, well above the Scottish Government
targets. The EU Landfill Directive identifies that landfilling of
bio-waste is the worst waste management option, the
production of methane from waste decomposition in landfill
contributes significantly to greenhouse gas emissions.

I n d i c a t o r 2 4 : H o u s e h o l d W a s t e ( S E P A)
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5.34

0
0%
However considerable progress has been made since 2011
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
with a consistent, if steady, fall in Household waste going to
Landfill
Recycled / Composted
landfill and a low of 131,016 in 2016 and an increase in
Other
Percentage Recycled / Composted
recycling to 94,803 tonnes (42% of household waste
generated). Household waste generated has fallen by 7% since 2011, although the quantity sent to landfill has fallen by 19% over
this period. While these indicators are going in the right direction, continuing at this rate of improvement will not be enough to meet
Scottish Government targets.

5.35

However, significant new waste management infrastructure has either been consented or built over the last two years. When fully
operational this will be capable of managing 290,000 tonnes of waste and will make a significant impact on the quantity of waste
sent to landfill.
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5.36

In line with the SDP Aberdeen City Council approved the development of an Energy from Waste facility in the City, a project being
taken forward in partnership with Aberdeenshire Council and Moray Council in accordance with the SDP’s spatial strategy.

5.37

In addition to infrastructure delivered to manage household waste, a number of innovative approaches have also been developed
for other waste streams, one of which takes largely agricultural waste to produce biogas (injected into the gas grid) and a fertiliser
through anaerobic digestion. The 70,000 tonne plant near Peterhead produces enough biogas to heat the equivalent of 3,500
homes.

5.38

Direction towards Target 14: Whilst the level of household waste being sent to landfill has been decreasing and the level of
recycling has been increasing in Aberdeen City and Shire, this is not happening quickly enough to keep up with Scottish Government
targets. However, new waste management and treatment facilities being developed at the current time will deliver in excess of
300,000 tonnes of capacity and will facilitate the Scottish Government’s landfill diversion targets. More than 300,000 tonnes of
new waste management infrastructure has either been consented or delivered since the SDP was approved and its full
delivery will meet the targets in the plan.

5.39

Indicators used in this section whilst not all directly related to strategic spatial planning however, do provide an overview of where
planning could be making more of a contributing to the climate change agenda. Instilling a greater focus on the need to understand
and commit to sustainable development. Areas in which planning can have a significant influence will be in the reduction of waste
going to landfill, supporting a growing focus on the incorporation of zero carbon generating technologies within new development
and ensuring water capacity within the region can be maintained as well as more focussed work with partners on protecting the
River Dee as a SAC. Further research will be required into assessing the actual contribution of renewable energy and what this
means in terms of targets and strategies, as well as further involvement in projects looking at net carbon emissions and the effects
of climate change.
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6.

Population Growth (PG)
National Objectives – ‘Wealthier and Fairer’
Local Focus – Priorities of Aberdeen City SOA ‘Learning and Workforce’ and ‘Health and Wellbeing’. This objective will act as an
umbrella to a number of other national and local priorities.

6.0

Population growth within the city region is a targeted output of the Strategic Development Plan. Increasing the working age
population of the region will be vital to realising the vision of the Plan and furthering a growing, resilient and balanced economy. A
growing population will inevitably lead to further pressures on the planning system and housing market to meet the needs of the
existing and prospective residential population.

6.1

As such providing a suitable quantity and quality of housing will be a key challenge for all stakeholders, on which much of the wider
objectives of the plan will depend. Central to a continued growing economy and successful region will be a dynamic, skilled and
abundant workforce and sufficient housing, services and infrastructure to meet their living requirements and provide the high quality
of life expressed in the vision of the plan.

6.2

In this chapter three indicators relating to the housing market in terms of activity levels and sale and rental prices are considered
before turning to the three targets of the plan which relate specifically to the objective of the city regions population being 500,000
by 2035.
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6.4
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Indicator 25 shows the annual rate of residential property sales
in Aberdeen City and Shire and Scotland as a whole. It can be
seen that the recession had a significant impact on buyers and
sellers, with a significant reduction in market activity both
nationally and regionally but with a greater national impact.
However, activity picked up considerably from mid-2009 to mid2014, particularly in North East Scotland where the number of
transactions was approaching the pre-recession levels of just
over 11,000 per year. However since the Q3 2014 there has
been a steady decline in the North East which has been in
contrast to the continued increase in transactions seen
nationally. Scotland as a whole will take significantly longer to
reach the level of transactions seen in 2004 and 2005 and while
nationally the situation is improving there has been an acute
regional decline in the North East.

Residential Property Transations Aberdeen City and Shire

6.3

This however must be viewed in the context that while the
region’s level of transactions has reduced it is coming into line
with that of the rest of the nation and could be seen as
performing in a similar level for the first time since Q4 2007. In
the interim the region has outperformed nation levels
consistently and is beginning to show signs of recovery.
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6.5

Indicator 26 is a measure of the rolling annual average house
price as a comparison between the Aberdeen City and Shire £250,000
region and the national average. In 2004 the region’s average
house price was below that of the national average but since £200,000
September 2006 the region’s prices have increased and been
consistently higher. There was a rapid surge from 2006 to 2008 £150,000
where a price difference of approximately £35,000 opened up
between the city region and Scotland.

Indicator 26: Rolling average annual house price
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6.6

This difference has remained relatively constant since then,
peaking in May 2015 at £228,395 in the city region to £169,053
as a national average, a difference of £59.342 or 26%.
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6.7

However since this point there has been a decrease in average
prices regionally but national averages have remained almost
constant with minor fluctuations. At the time of publication the
average house price in Aberdeen City and Shire is £210,113 to
the national average of £165,696, a difference of £44,144 or 21%.
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6.10

Since then there has been a rapid decline in Aberdeen to an
average of £768 and then a moderate climb to £789 which
is the same as the Scottish average. The gradual national
increase in rents is at odds with the rapid increase and
decrease with Aberdeen. It would suggest that there has
been an effect on the rental market due to the redundancies
in the Oil and Gas sector.

Indicator 27: Average monthly mix adjusted rent prices

2008 Q1

6.9

Indicator 27 shows the average monthly rental costs
between Q1 2008 and Q3 2016 for Aberdeen City compared
to the Scottish Average. It can be seen that at Q4 2014
average monthly rent peaked at £1110, £378 above the
Scottish average of £732 (a 34% difference).

average rental price (£) based on a
mix adjusted average

6.8

Reduced rental prices may also be a result of the regional
economy, having been functioning at a higher level than the
national economy in previous years, coming into line with national levels. However it could also be due to increased apartment
completions and a resulting greater range of rental stock now available thus providing more choice and competition in the market
place. The consequences of the regional downturn and reduced rental prices may impact on the competitiveness of the regional
economy but also make more properties accessible to different income levels.
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Target 15: “To increase the population of the city region to 500,000 by 2035”

The population of Aberdeen City and Shire in 2016 stood at
489,000 – approximately 11,000 short of the targeted growth
to 500,000 by 2035. Progress towards meeting the target will
depend on whether the small decline in population recorded
in 2015/16 is followed by further declines or whether there is
a quick return to growth. If growth returned to pre-2014 levels,
the target could be reached by 2020, although with slower
rates of growth it will take longer.
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Figure 7: Population Change over time

7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000

2015

2013

2011

2009

2007

2005

2003

2001

1999

1997

1995

1993

1991

-2,000

1989

-1,000

1987

0

1985

The Aberdeen City and Shire population has been
characterised by three periods of growth and three of decline
since 1981, as shown in Figure x below. Out of the 35 years,
there have been 9 years of population decline and 26 of growth.
As shown in Figure 7. Population growth in the north east has
been largely migration-driven due to a strongly performing
regional economy. Natural change has accounted for a small
proportion of overall population growth. Over the last decade,
a high proportion of population growth has been due to inmigration from the European Union, and accession countries in
particular. With the UK leaving the EU in 2019 there is
uncertainty as to the arrangements for the movement of

490,000

1983

6.13

Indicator 29 - Population Growth in Aberdeen City
and Shire since 1981
510,000

1981

6.12

Since 1981, the population of Aberdeen City and Shire has
grown significantly from almost 400,000 to almost 490,000
(+23%) over 35 years. This section provides an overview of
these changes and future projections, although more detail is
provided in the Housing Need and Demand Assessment
published alongside this Monitoring Statement.

1981

6.11

-3,000
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citizens of EU countries to take up work in the area. The result of falling oil and gas prices was large scale redundancies. The result
has meant a small drop in population has occurred from 2016 onwards.
6.14

It can be seen from Indicator 28 that over the 10 years
between censuses, the population has increased at a higher
rate than the national average. This has been most
significant in Aberdeenshire where the population has been
rising at over twice the rate of the national average.

6.15

This could to some extent be attributed to local authority
movement from Aberdeen City out to satellite settlements in
Aberdeenshire. The SDP area has seen an increase of
almost 37,000 people between 2001 and 2011. This
increase has been as a result of inward migration largely due
to the relative health of the local economy and the obvious
draw of the oil and gas sector. Given the significant
allocations with the City and Shire now available for both
green and brownfield development it is expected that there
will be more balanced growth between the two authorities in
the coming census data and a continued increase at a SDPA
area level.

Indicator 28: Population Change 2001-2011 (Source: Census)
2001
2011
Change 2001-2011
Aberdeen City
211,910
222,790
10,880
5.1%
Aberdeenshire
226,940
252,970
26,030
11.5%
SDP Area
435,720
472,652
36,932
8.5%
Scotland
5,064,200 5,295,400 231,200
4.6%

Indicator 30: 2014-based Population Projections
(Source: NRS 2016)
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Given the recent decline in the oil and gas industry future
440,000
figures may not see the increases of previous years given
the contraction in the regional economy.

6.17

Indicator 30 shows the 2014-2039 Aberdeen City and Shire
population projections as produced by National Records Scotland. Previous projections suggested a faster rate of growth of
population in the city region. The penultimate projections (2012-2037) were that there would be a 23% increase in population over
a 25 year period. The 2014-2039 population growth projections suggest a far lower rate of growth of approximately 15.6% over a

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034
2035
2036
2037
2038
2039

6.16
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25 year period. This would still be faster than any other SDP area with the closest growth being SesPlan at a 12% increase followed
by Tayplan and then Clydeplan.
6.18 Although the population of the city region is very unlikely to grow along this trajectory, it does indicate that the population target of
the plan could have been met within the lifetime of the current SDP rather than by 2035. However, the 2012-based projections
indicated faster potential growth than 2014. To a large extent this is because household size has not been falling as quickly as had
been anticipated by NRS, meaning that the rate of household growth is lower than had been previously expected. The NRS
population and household projections have fed into the current Housing Need and Demand Assessment which will inform the new
SDP.
6.19

Indicator 31 shows the Indicator 31: Population age structure SDP area (Source: National Records Scotland 2017)
change
in
population Age cohort
2001 Census
2011 Census
Change
Mid 2016 estimates
Change
structure from the 2001 and 0-15
85,342
79,068
- 6,273
78,457
-611
2011
censuses
towards 16-64
291,197
321,715
+ 30,518
330,970
+9255
National Records Scotland’s 64+
62,150
71,869
+ 9,719
82,603
+10734
estimated population mid2016. It can be seen that the largest numerical increases which occurred between the 2001 and 2011 Census were in the working
age population, with a growth in those over 65 but a decline in those under 16. The decline in those under 16 is estimated to have
continued, but at a tenth of the previous pace and working age and those over 65 have again increased.
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6.20

Figure 8 shows the most recent breakdown of population in 5year cohorts. The cohorts with the highest population are
those in the working age population, in particular early 20s to
mid-30s which means that Aberdeen has a young, educated
workforce. It also bodes well in terms of retraining or adapting
to less favourable economic climes as a sufficient proportion
of the population are young enough to retain and reskill should
their chosen profession be in decline.

50,000

Figure 8: Aberdeen City and Shire Mid-2016
population estimates (Source: National Records
Scotland 2017)
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6.21

Indicator 32 shows net migration into and out of the city
region (source: HNDA 2017) in 2016. These are shown in
terms of migration within Scotland, the UK and overseas.
Given the city region’s globalised economy there is substantial
international movement of people.
Indicator 32: Net Migration Aberdeen City and Shire (Source: HNDA 2017)

6.22

It can be seen that the most substantial proportion
of migration is within Scotland followed by overseas.
This most recent snapshot shows that there has
been outward migration to both Scotland and the UK
from the city region and net positive inward migration
coming from overseas. This could be a result of the
downturn in the oil and gas sector with internal
migration within Scotland and the UK offering the
most viable employment opportunities.

6.23

Currently migration in the north east is down and the
city region is losing population to other areas of the
country.

Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire

Total
12305
8157

Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire

Total
13274
8511

Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire

Total
-696
-354

In-migration
Within Scotland
6177
5935
Out-migration
Within Scotland
8841
6003
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Within Scotland
-2664
-68
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Overseas
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Rest of UK
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2474
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6.24

Direction towards Target 15: Progress towards meeting this target will depend on whether the small population decline recorded
in 2015/16 is followed by an extended period of further population decline or whether growth is resumed more quickly. However,
there are a range of external factors such as the UK leaving the European Union and uncertainty around migration rules which may
present an additional risk. However, the target is potentially within sight and there is a good chance that the population of the city
region will reach or pass 500,000 by 2035 if not by 2020. These trends are further analysed in the current Housing Needs and
Demands assessment. Positive progress is being made towards Target 15, with the target expected to be met well ahead
of schedule.

Target 16: To move towards building at least 2,500 homes a year by 2016 through the development plan.
Target 17: To move towards building at least 3,000 homes a year by 2020 through the development plan.
6.25

Targets 16 and 17 relate to the level of
delivery of housing over the life of the
development plan. The SDP is ambitious and
generous in its allocations of housing land to
meet these targets, while recognising that
there are a wide range of factors.

Table 6: Housing Building by
area (HLA 2016)
Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire (AHMA)
Aberdeen Housing Market Area
Rural Housing Market Area
SDP Area

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

526
777
904
684
795
833
509
575
654
801
781
565
1,035 1,352 1,556 1,483 1,570 1,398
570
511
387
472
523
568
1,605 1,863 1,945 1,957 2,099 1,966
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6.26

Indicator 33 gives a breakdown of housing completions between 2011 and 2016, completions increased by approximately 500pa
up until 2015 but fell back slightly in 2016. While the 2016 target
was not met on time, the Housing Land Audit has consistently
Actual and anticipated housing completions 2011indicated sufficient land is available and it can be seen that the
2024 (HLA 2017)
Audit suggests there is capacity within the land supply for the
first target to be met by 2018 and the 2020 target to be met on 3,500
time. However, delivery of new homes over the next few years 3,000
is likely to be more constrained by demand than may be 2,500
suggested in the Audit due to economic conditions.
2,000

6.27

Direction towards Targets 16 and 17: While Target 16 and 17,
there is capacity within the land supply for both targets to be
met, albeit. Whether these targets are met will largely
depend on the performance of the wider housing market
which has been challenging over recent years.

1,500
1,000
500
0

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Aberdeen Housing Market Area

Rural Housing Market Area

6.28

The ‘Housing Requirement’ in the current SDP (SDP Figure 10)
SDP Area
is for 14,202 new homes between 2011 and 2016. As shown
from the figures above, during this period only 11,433 new homes were built (81%). Performance varied between the two Housing
Market Areas, with 84% achieved in the AHMA and 72% in the RHMA. However, almost half of the plan period was covered by a
contraction of the housing market which has seen the total number of house sales and private sector rents all falling substantially,
along with a relatively small fall in house prices.

6.29

When compared to the output of the 2011 Housing Need and Demand Assessment, it can be seen that the private sector delivered
165 homes more than the assessed level of demand. However, affordable housing delivery fell substantially short of the assessed
level of need. During this period, the city region delivered approximately 15% of all private sector new homes across Scotland but
just 4% of affordable homes (delivered by local authorities and housing associations), compared to 8.9% of current households.

6.30

The current SDP recognised it would not be possible to deliver the assessed level of need for affordable housing (38%), but funding
constraints have meant that delivery has only reached 10%. Scottish Planning Policy (2014) now requires a greater degree of
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specificity around targets for both market and affordable housing in the next plan which will ensure greater clarity around delivery
against the targets.
6.31

On 1 January 2017, the base
date of the most recent
Housing Land Audit, the
established housing land
supply was sufficient for over
46,000
homes
across
Aberdeen City and Shire
(46,139). This would be
theoretically sufficient for 22
years at the rate achieved in
the recent peak in completions
in 2015 (2,099pa). However,
even when account is taken of
sites which are unlikely to
come forward in the next 5
years, the effective land
supply is still 36,141 as shown
in Figure x.
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6.32

6.33

Of the established supply, 71.5% is in the Aberdeen
Housing Market Area, whereas 80.4% of the
effective supply is in the AHMA. A significant
quantity of the constrained land in the AHMA is in
the ownership of Aberdeen City Council. In the
RHMA, however, there are a wider ranges of
constraints – including a large number of sites
which are thought unlikely to come forward for
development over the next 5 years due to the scale
of allocated land in the area.
The Housing Land Supply on 1 January 2016 is set
out in Figure ygd. This shows the availability of land
for housing in different parts of the SDP Area over
the period to 2040 and beyond. In addition to
showing the total effective and constrained land, it
also indicates its likely programming over the three
SDP periods. These figures do not account for the
development of small sites (<5 homes), which
account for approximately 235 new homes each
year across the area.

Table
7:
Location
(Housing Land Audit
2016)
Aberdeen City

20162030

20312035

20362040

2040+

Con

Total
Effective
to 2040

15,408

1,198

1,000

500

3,020

17,606

Peterhead-Hatton

1,497

75

0

0

711

1,572

Ellon-Blackdog

1,839

50

0

0

68

1,889

Huntly-Pitcaple

84

0

0

0

671

84

Inverurie-Blackburn

2,818

12

0

0

166

2,830

Portlethen-Stonehaven

2,981

1,000

473

0

0

4,454

621

117

0

0

410

738

2,124

0

0

0

675

2,124

3,810

137

110

82

4,107

4,057

1,470

490

490

0

0

2,450

1,950

650

650

0

0

3,250

34,602

3,729

2,723

582

9,828

41,054

AHMA

26,640

2,750

1,963

500

3,929

31,353

RHMA

7,962

979

760

82

5,899

9,701

34,602

3,729

2,723

582

9,828

41,054

Sth of DrumlithieLaurencekirk
Aberdeen HMA Local
Growth
Rural HMA Local
Growth
Small Sites (AHMA)
Small Sites (RHMA)
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7.

Quality of the Environment (QoE)
National Objectives – ‘Greener’
Local Focus – No direct link to any of the SOA Priorities

7.1

North East Scotland’s built, natural and cultural assets are extremely valuable and it is imperative that the scale of development
proposed through the plan does not destroy or adversely affect the integrity of such irreplaceable resources. This section of the plan
lays out two targets to ensure protection.

Target 18: “To make sure that development improves and does not lead to the loss of, or damage to, built, natural or cultural
heritage assets.”
7.2

7.3

There are a number of areas in North East
Scotland which are designated and
protected
for
their
environmental
importance. Indicator 38 sets out the
number of internationally, national and
locally designated natural heritage sites in
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire.
Given Aberdeenshire’s geographical size it
has considerably more sites spread across
its areas and at least 2 of every category
listed which shows its importance in terms
of natural heritage both nationally and
internationally.

Indicator 38: Natural Heritage Designations
Aberdeenshire
Aberdeen City

Source

International
Special Area of Conservation
Special Protection Area
Ramsar Sites

21
14
5

1
0
0

SNH
SNH
SNH

85
7

4
0

SNH
SNH

2
100
3
2611

4
45
0
107

SNH
LDPs
Scottish Wildlife Trust
ArcGIS

National
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
National Nature Reserve

Local
Local Nature Reserves
Local Nature Conservation Sites
Wildlife Trust Reserves
Ancient Woodland
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7.4

As well as sites designated for natural
significance, Indicator 39 highlights built
heritage designations, which are also
potentially vulnerable to the pressures of
development.

Indicator 39: Built Heritage Designations
Aberdeenshire

7.6

Indicator 40 sets out planning decisions
made against Local Development Plan
policies related to the protection of the built
and natural heritage. Given the transition
from proposed plans to adopted plans in
both the City and Shire monitoring of these
policies has been done over differing time
periods amongst the partner Council’s.
Aberdeen City’s most recent data from Feb
2015-Jan 2017 indicates that 1716
applications made reference to these
policies and 1529 were granted permission
with 187 refused.

Source

Designation

2014

2016

2014

2016

Listed Buildings

3790

3774

1214

1220

241

272

35

33

Buildings at Risk Register

Conservation Areas

42

42

11

11

Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire

Scheduled Ancient
Monuments
Sites & Monuments
Records

553

552

44

45

Historic Environment Scotland

19896

20367

3568

3568

Listed Buildings at Risk

7.5

Aberdeen City

Historic Environment Scotland

Aberdeenshire Council
Archaeology Service

Indicator 40: Policy Monitoring
Aberdeen City (01 Feb 2015 to Jan 2017)
D4: Aberdeen’s Granite Heritage
D5 Built Heritage
NE2: Greenbelt
N45: Trees and Woodlands
NE8: Natural Heritage
Aberdeenshire
Policy HE1 Protection historic buildings, sites, and monuments
Policy HE2 Protecting Historic and cultural areas
Policy E1 Natural Heritage
Policy E2 Landscape

To meet the growth aspirations of the plan
more greenfield development will need to
take place in Aberdeen City. However, it is
important that we continue to monitor the impact of development
on the city greenbelt. Indicator 41 shows the number of
applications approved in the greenbelt 2014-to date, it is
important to note that the greenbelt approvals are almost entirely
accounted for by alterations and extensions to existing homes.

Indicator 41: Development
in the Greenbelt 2014 to
date
Aberdeen City

Approved
463
730
140
143
53
Approved

Refused
43
74
26
31
13
Refused

Total
506
804
166
174
66
Total

Approvals

Household Dev

Major
Apps

169

0

0

Aberdeenshire

177

44

3

SDPA

346

44

3
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7.7

As outlined in the Sustainable Development and Climate Change chapter, the reduction of carbon emissions is a key challenge for
North East Scotland. As can be seen from the data on CO2 emissions, the only category where emission haven’t decreased is the
environments ability to absorb carbon which had been previously over estimated. In addition there have been a number of recent
studies into the impact of onshore wind development on peat soils (also known as carbon rich soil), which has shown that the over
development of such land actually has a negative impact on the climate because it reduces carbon sequestration and has been
known to release carbon into the atmosphere.

7.8

The growth in carbon emissions from land use is not thought to be in anyway attributed to development on peat soils and in fact
there are very few areas in Aberdeenshire where levels of surface soil carbon are high. However, this has been managed and
monitored through policies in the Aberdeenshire LDP and the Aberdeenshire Forestry and Woodland Strategy which has mapped
these areas. In addition the SDP’s spatial strategy has focused development away from areas which could result in the development
of carbon rich soils or carbon sinks.

7.9

Direction towards target 18: There are many sites of significance in the Strategic development plan area, both Local Development
Plans have current and are introducing further policies to ensure protection of the built natural and cultural heritage. Continued
monitoring will be required at the SDP and LDP level to ensure the scale of growth does not come at the expense of the regions
valuable assets. It is felt that the level of protection is robust however; progress will continue to be ongoing.
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Target 19: “To avoid new development preventing water bodies achieving ‘good ecological status’ under the Water Framework
Directive.”
7.10

Not all water bodies in the plan area are meeting the quality
standards under the Water Framework Directive I. There are
over 200 water bodies in North east Scotland made up of rivers,
lochs, estuaries, coastal waters and ground water. Under the
Water Framework I Directive the overall status is classified as
either, high, good, moderate, poor or bad. In 2012, 215 water
bodies were monitored and by 2014 this had increased to 250.
In 2014 around 63% of water bodies in the plan area were
classified as either high or good (up from 60% in 2012), 5%
classified as poor or bad with the reaming 32% classified as
moderate. It is important the Indicator 42 shows the number of
water bodies in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire classified in
each category.

Indicator 42: Aberdeen Overall Water Quality
201102014
(www.environment.scotland.gov.uk)
20
15
10
5
0

5
4

5

5

5

5

5

5

9
0
2011

7
1
2012

6
2

7
1
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Moderate

2013
Good

High
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7.11

7.12

Indicator 43 shows the change in status between 2013 and 2014.
The vast majority of water bodies have remained unchanged, 184
(81%) and a combined total of 16 (7%) have improved. However
28 (12%) have degraded in that year. This is the most recent data
so it is unknown if that trend has continued or if it was a one off
given previous trends had shown steady year on year
improvement in the Shire.
It is important that the majority of water bodies in the region
achieve at least ‘good ecological’ status. SEPA’s ‘Area
Management Plan’ for NE Scotland identifies key threats and
pressures; these include:

a. Nutrient enrichment, predominantly from agricultural land use
and sewage;
b. pressures of abstraction and impoundment for drinking water,
irrigation, industrial use and also abstraction for the use in
hydropower generation;
c. Alterations to the beds, banks and shores predominantly
through agricultural activities.
7.13

Direction towards target 19:.The majority of water bodies
achieved the same ecological status in 2014 as they did in 2013.Of
the bodies that changed, the number achieving a degraded
ecological status increased by 28 and the number achieving an
improved status was 16, so there was a net decrease in quality of
water bodies. While this net decrease cannot necessarily be
attributed to development or the plan’s strategy, progress
towards this target is nonetheless negative.

Indicator 42: Aberdeenshire Surface Water Quality
2011-2014 (www.environment.scotland.gov.uk)
250
200
59

74

100

61
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50
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4
2011

65
6
2012

150

0

Poor

Moderate

61

62

95

87

64
8
2013

74

Good

9
2014
High

Indicator 43: Change in Water Quality status 2013-2014
(www.environment.scotland.gov.uk)

28
16

184

Degraded

Improved

No change
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8.

Sustainable Mixed Communities (SMC)

National Objectives – “Safer Stronger”
Local Focus - Links to the priority of Aberdeen City SOA; ‘Health and Wellbeing’ and Aberdeenshire of ‘Supporting Communities’
and ‘Tackle Unemployment in Identified Areas’
8.1

The plan is committed to making sure that new development across the city region meets the needs of the whole community. A
focus on sustainable mixed communities means not dealing with different land uses in isolation. Dealing holistically with
development will mean an integrated approach to employment, education, health, leisure, open space as well as transport and
housing. This approach will be fundamental to creating successful places based on integrated uses and high quality design
principles. There are 6 targets set out in this section of the plan.

Target 20: “To increase the range and quality of housing and the residential environment in the Regeneration Priority Areas in
Aberdeenshire and Locality Plan Areas in Aberdeen City”
8.2

Regeneration priority areas for Aberdeenshire are located in;
Peterhead, Fraserburgh, Banff and McDuff. Within Aberdeen City the
seven regeneration areas were Middlefield, Cummings Park, Northfield,
Tillydrone, Woodside, Seaton and Torry. However the programme for
regeneration has been replaced with three Locality Plans identified by
Community Planning Aberdeen and the addition of Mastrick, these are
shown in the table 1. The 2016 results from the Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD) help to give an overview of the situation in these
areas. If deprivation domains are assessed in terms of housing 98 areas
within Aberdeen City are considered deprived. This is an area where the
SDP through its Spatial Strategy helps to focus development in; existing
urban areas, regeneration areas and brownfield sites to address
housing pressures.

Table8: Aberdeen City Locality Plan Areas
Locality 1 (pop.
Approx. 10,500)

Locality 2 (pop.
Approx. 20,500)

Locality 3 (pop.
Approx. 15,000)

Torry

Middlefield
Mastrick
Cummings Park
Northfield
Heathryfold

Seaton
Tillydrone
Woodside

Aberdeenshire Regeneration Priority Areas
Peterhead, Fraserburgh, Banff and Macduff
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8.3

The completion of units in LAPs is not currently monitored. This is due to the fact that the area boundaries of the LAPs are not
specifically defined. In addition when the indicator was established it was to monitor completions in RPAs.

8.4

Indicator 44 focuses on the number of housing completions in Regeneration Priority Areas (RPAs) within Aberdeenshire since
2000.
Graph 1 shows data from 2000-2015 of completions in the
RPAs while Graph 2 shows predicted growth from 2013
onwards. Data is missing for 2011-12; however the
predictions from 2013-2015 generally match the actual
completions. While this gives an overall view of quantity in
terms of completions in RPAs qualitative indicators for this
target are more difficult to measure. More comprehensive
monitoring is required on the type of housing taking place
specifically in RPAs.

Indicator 44: Completions in Aberdeenshire
Regeneration Priority Areas 2010-16 (HLA 2016)
300
250
200
150
100
50
0

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016
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8.5

Indicator 45 uses data from the 2012 and 2016 SIMD data sets to compare changes over time. The SIMD shows the number of
datazones in North East Scotland which are classified as being in the 15% most deprived in the country. Aberdeenshire’s number
of deprived datasets has been historically low with Aberdeen City having a lower level to that of comparable Scottish Cities.
Deprivation is measured using a number of indicators such as income; employment; health; education; housing; access and
crime. In this context overall deprivation is used to assess the indicators progress.

8.6

According to the 2016 SIMD reporting 9 of Aberdeen City’s 283 data zones are among the most deprived 15% of all Scottish data
zones - 13 fewer than in SIMD 2012 (2016 SIMD Report). The 13 remain within the 20% most deprived but that is down from 35 in
2012, it is an overall improvement. The most deprived 20% data zones in Aberdeen City are located in Torry, Middlefield, Northfield,
Seaton, Tillydrone, Woodside, Mastrick, Sheddocksley and George Street neighbourhoods. These areas are the focus of the
proposed Locality Plans. There has been an increase of 1 datazone in Aberdeenshire in the 20% most deprived areas since 2012.
So while there has been a slight change in Aberdeenshire the overall trend is for positive change with the Northeast.

Indicator 45: Number of datazone in 20% most deprived in Scotland (SIMD 2016)
Council Area
Aberdeen
Aberdeenshire
Aberdeen
Aberdeenshire
City 2012*
2012*
City 2016
2016
All data Zones
267
301
267
340
Most deprived 20% in Scotland
35
5
22
6
* The indicators used by SIMD in the 2012 survey differ from those in the 2016 and thus numbers are not a direct comparison of deprivation levels
SIMD 2016 Aberdeenshire Interim Review
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8.7

8.8

Indicator 46 gives an overview of the town centre health of
Aberdeenshire’s RPAs for 2015. Town Centre Health (TCH)
is scored from 1-5. Peterhead is the healthiest of the four
RPAs with the highest number of completions and best TCH
Check score. However Fraserburgh while having less
housing completions has been more successful in terms of
employment land. Banff has the second best health check
but is performing poorly in terms of housing and employment
land completions. There is no TCH score for Inverbervie and
it has had no completions for housing or employment in
2015.
Direction towards Target 20: Housing completions are
predicted to rise in RPAs, data on the range and quality of
the housing stock is lacking although areas for further
monitoring have been identified. Whilst lower than the
Scottish average there are still areas of Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire which are experiencing high levels of
deprivation. Direction towards this target is still
somewhat unclear.

Indicator 46: Regeneration Indicators for Aberdeenshire
Banff

Fraserburgh

Peterhead

Inverbervie

Housing
Completions 2015

3

4

123

0

Employment Land
Completions 2015
(ha)
Town
Centre
Health
Check
score
2011

0.34
(Macduff
)
2.8

1.3

0.0

0.0

2.7

3.0

No data

2.8

2.7

3.0

No Data

3.3

2.7

3.0

4.1

2015
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Target 21: ‘‘For 40% of all new housing in Aberdeen City to be on brownfield sites.’’
8.9

The most recent data is the 2013 Brownfield Capacity Study 2013. New
study won’t be completed by the time monitoring report needs to be
completed.

8.10

This indicator shows the percentage of the established housing land supply
(48,300 units a drop of 3% since 2014) in brownfield and greenfield sites in
2016. Almost 90% is located on greenfield sites, this is higher in Aberdeen
City at 13% (A reduction from 16% in 2014). Brownfield sites tend not to be
identified in the Housing Land Audit far in advance of them being developed
(unlike larger greenfield sites) which would have the effect of skewing these
figures considerably. This is evidenced by the fact that 25% of the 5-year
effective supply in Aberdeen City to 2016 is on brownfield sites.

Indicator 47: Proportion of Established Housing Land
Supply in 2015 on Greenfield / Brownfield Land
(excluding Small Sites)
Area
Greenfield Brownfield

Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire (AHMA)
Aberdeen HMA
Rural HMA
SDP Area

86%
94%
89%
91%
89%

14%
6%
11%
9%
11%

Source: Housing Land Audit 2017

8.11

The SDP is clear that the percentage of homes built on greenfield sites must increase if the house building targets of the plan are
to be achieved. The evidence presented here shows that the break from the past has been made in terms of the established land
supply, with the effective supply indicating a move towards the identified target - increasing the supply of greenfield sites while still
prioritising the development of brownfield sites.

8.12

Direction towards target 21: Aberdeen City has historically tended to rely heavily on brownfield land to accommodate housing
development. In 2012 82% of completions in Aberdeen City were on brownfield land. Allocations in the SDP and both LDP’s are
aimed at facilitating large scale growth; this will require much more greenfield development at a scale not seen since the early
1990’s and explains the high level of greenfield land in the established supply. Completion rates are above the targeted 40%
and it is felt positive progress is being made.

Target 22: “For all housing development of over 1 hectare in strategic growth areas to be in line with approved supplementary
guidance and generally have no less than 30 dwellings per hectare.”
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8.13

This target relates to a more efficient use of land and recognises the need to develop to a Indicator 49: Aberdeen City and Shire
higher density. Indicator 49 gives the overall density achieved within Aberdeen City and average development density (Ha)
36.4
Aberdeenshire SGA’s. It is noted that Aberdeen City’s average is higher than that of Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire, more than double. This is generally expected given the urban/rural roles Aberdeenshire SGA
15.41
played by the authorities and Aberdeen City’s growth constraints. A number of development
frameworks and masterplans have been approved by both councils since the adoption of the SDP thus allowing a more strategic
approach to the design of new development areas as there is more to housing estate layout that simple density. Issues like place
making and open space and orientation must be considered. This is a positive and sensible approach to the delivery of this target.

8.14

Direction towards Target 22: Progress towards this target will be further explored under Target 23 below but progress seems
positive.
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Target 23: “For the quality and design of new developments in the city region to be nationally recognised.”
8.15

Indicator 50 sets out the numerous local and national awards presented to development in North East Scotland over the last few
years. The most prestigious of these being the accolade of Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning which was presented to the
University of Aberdeen in conjunction with Aberdeen City Council for the Sir Duncan Rice Library.

Aberdeen City

Development

Sir Duncan Rice Library, University of
Aberdeen
Phoenix Hall, Camphill School, Bieldside
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen
Prime 4 Kingswells PHASE 1
Aberdeen Sports Village Aquatics Centre
Drumrossie, Insch (Scotia Homes Limited)

Aberdeenshire

The Apple House, Fasque

8.16

Indicator 50: Regional Design Awards
Award

Middleton of Rora, Aberdeenshire

Coldarch

Scottish Awards for Quality on Planning (2013)
The Royal Incorporation of Architects Scotland Award (2013)
The Royal Institute of British Architects Award (2013)
Aberdeen Civic Society Awards (2012)
Aberdeen Civic Society Award for Craftsmanship (2012)
Aberdeen Civic Society Awards (2013)
Aberdeen Civic Society Awards 2014
Aberdeen Civic Society Awards 2014
Aberdeenshire 2014 Innovation Architecture and Design Awards
(2014)
Housing (Commended)
Aberdeenshire 2014 Innovation Architecture and Design Awards
(2014)
Conservation (Distinction) – The Ian Shepard Award
Aberdeenshire 2016 Innovation Architecture and Design Awards
(2016)
Innovative Sustainable Development
Aberdeenshire 2016 Innovation Architecture and Design Awards
(2016)
Innovative Sustainable Development

Direction towards target: Ensuring the highest standards of quality and design is a central consideration of the SDP. A number
of projects in the North East have been locally and nationally recognised. Progress towards Target 23 is positive.
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Target 24: “For all new housing to meet the needs of the whole community by providing appropriate levels of affordable housing
(around 25%) and an appropriate mix of types and sizes of homes, in line with local development plans and approved
supplementary guidance.”
8.17

Delivery of affordable housing is always a
challenge, given the economic climate experienced
in the post-recession years and the current down
turn in the Oil and Gas sector. Both LDPs will
continue to take forward the requirement of
affordable housing through policies and
supplementary guidance, in line with Scottish
Planning Policy. However, SPP (2014) has
potentially made the delivery more challenging and
less flexible with the change from ‘benchmark’
terminology to that of ‘generally no more than 25%’
(SPP para 129).

Indicator 51: Number of affordable Units
gaining Consent
300

Aberdeenshire

Aberdeen City

% SDPA completions

30%

250

25%

200

20%

150

15%

100

10%

50

5%

0

0%
2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

8.18

Number of affordable units gaining consent and
being completed. Indicator 51 shows the number of affordable completions in Aberdeen City and Shire over the period 20011/12 –
2015/16. A high of over 450 affordable homes were delivered in 2015/16 and has averaged 331 per year. Based on a five year
average, annual completion rates in the SDPA area are around 18% of all new homes built but has varied between 5% and 24% on
an annual basis, with 2014/15 being an anomaly.

8.19

Both the Aberdeen City LDP 2017 and the Aberdeenshire LDP 2017 jabe specific policies which relate to a mix of dwelling types.
The Aberdeen City LDP 2017 Policy H4 – Housing Mix states that any proposal over 50 units must have an appropriate mix of
dwelling types and sizes. Policy P1 Layout Siting and Design of the Aberdeenshire LDP’s focuses on place as opposed to mix.
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9.

Accessibility (AC)
National Objectives – ‘Greener’
Local Focus – Links to priorities of both SOA’s ‘Integrated transport’

9.1

An outputted target of the plan is to move towards more sustainable and efficient transport patterns within the North East. An
important issue the plan had to address was to promote the link between spatial planning and transport infrastructure. This is
required in order to facilitate development which encourages walking, cycling and public transport moving away from an emphasis
on the private car. Three key targets were identified to monitor this.

Target 26: “For all developments to meet the accessibility standards set out in the regional transport
strategy”
9.2

The Strategic Development Planning Authority continues to work closely with Nestrans, the Regional Transport Partnership, to make
sure that implementation of the SDP is closely aligned with the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS). The vision and objectives of
both the RTS and SDP are closely linked so implementation of both strategies along major themes is a complementary and ongoing
process.

Target 27: “For major employment and service development in strategic growth areas to show that they are easy to
access by walking, cycling or use of public transport. The travel plans produced for these developments should reduce
the need for people to use cars.”
9.3

The requirement for travel plans is currently a condition for larger applications. Travel plans set out how the development intends to
integrate with the wider public transport, walking and cycle networks, and how it intends to promote modal shift. While the
requirement for travel plans has been in place for a while, there is currently no meaningful way to monitor the implementation of
them. The ‘i-trace’ system was identified as an option to fill this gap however, this never took off. This is a problem which has been
identified, and further work will be required to increase the value of travel plans, particularly within development for employment.
Nestrans currently work with the development industry to champion modal shift within larger developments.
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Target 28: To reduce the percentage of journeys made by car.
9.4

An important shift will be the move towards
more sustainable transport patterns in North
East Scotland. An important issue for the
plan has been the promotion of the link
between spatial planning and transport
infrastructure. This requires facilitating
development which encourages walking,
cycling and public transport. In order to do
this development must be focussed in areas
well serviced by public transport.

9.5

The most recent data relating to this is from
2009/10 and it can be safely assumed that
since this was collected the number of stops
has increased and also the density of
development in proximity to existing and
new stops.

9.6

The Scottish Household Survey (SHS),
shows that accessibility by bus is much
greater in Aberdeen than in Aberdeenshire due to their urban and rural character respectively. In Aberdeen City, 77.4% live within
six minutes’ walk of a bus service of at least three per hour – the equivalent figure for Aberdeenshire is 21.5%.
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9.7

The most recent population data is from 2012. When compared to the previous analysis we can see that there has been an increase
of 6,263 people with 1.6km of a train station and 15,492km or 6.5% and 6% increase. Which means that there has been a greater
upswing in population closer to stations.

2009
Population
within 1.6km
Aberdeen
46,557
Dyce
5,541
Huntly
4,536
Insch
2,203
Inverurie
8,622
Laurencekirk 2,725
Porthlethen
7,767
Stonehaven
11,045
Total
88,996
Station

Indicator 55: Distance to railway station
2012
Population
Population
Population
within 5km
within 1.6km
within 5km
165,390
50,240
176,718
22,691
5,852
23,093
5,169
4,481
5,414
3,859
2,468
4,216
12,869
9,558
14,306
3,424
3,034
3,916
13,872
8,231
14,830
11,664
11,396
12,036
238,938
95,259
254,431

Change 2009-2012
Population
within 1.6km
3,686
311
-56
265
935
309
464
351
6,263

Population
within 5km
11,327
401
248
357
1,437
392
957
372
15,492
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9.8

9.9

Indicator 56 shows private car ownership in North East
Scotland and it can be seen that Aberdeenshire has the
second highest private car ownership per head of
population in Scotland after Stirling. Aberdeen City still
has more private cars per head at than any other major
Scottish City.
Given the geography of the north east of Scotland and
the dispersed nature of settlement in the shire leads to
a greater car dependency.

Indicator 56: Number of private cars per 1000 people
(Transport Scotland 2015)
600
500
400
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Sum of Cars Per 1000

200
100

Linear (Average of
Scottish Average )

0
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9.11

9.12

9.13

While there has been an increase in the number of private
vehicles in both City and Shire this increase has been
reflected in electric and low emission vehicles. While the
numbers are a very small proportion of the total there has
been a year on year increase since 2011.

Plug-in Cars and Vans in Aberdeen City and Shire

350
300
250

While the number of plug-in electric cars and vans in
Aberdeen City and Shire has been growing rapidly since the
start of 2014 (Indicator x), there were still only 514 such
vehicles registered in the area. As a consequence, they only
make up 0.2% of all cars and light goods vehicles registered
in the area. It is likely to take a number of years before they
make up a significant proportion of total vehicles.
Direction towards target: There is still a way to go in terms
of monitoring accessibility within new development, this is
something which will need to be embarked on in conjunction
with both councils and the development industry. To an
extent this is being picked up through the masterplanning
process however, there needs to be more focus on how
this can be monitored. Movement is marginally positive in
terms of modal shift, as encouraged through development
patterns. However, reliance on private car is still very much
embedded. Greater and faster progress is required in
this area if wider outcomes are to be achieved.
While not a targeted priority within this section, the plan
does highlight the need to improve access to the North
East, promoting opportunities at harbours and the airport.
Indicator 57 and 58 show the port tonnage coming

Aberdeen City
Aberdeenshire
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9.10

Indicator 57: Airport Passenger Numbers
Aberdeen
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through the North East since 2004 and also the passenger numbers at Aberdeen International Airport.

9.15

The annual port tonnage coming through both Aberdeen
and Peterhead ports has been steadily increasing and in
2015 5844 tonnes passed through the North East.
Tonnage has increased in Aberdeen since 2014 and
Peterhead since 2013.
Given that the extension of Aberdeen Harbour at Nigg Bay
has begun construction and is expected to be operation by
2020 numbers for the North East are anticipated to
increase.

Indicator 58: Port tonnages at Aberdeen
and Peterhead
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9.16

Passenger numbers through Aberdeen airport had been
0
increasing since a dip in 2010 until 2014 to a high point of
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
over 3,723,000 passengers. There has been a decrease
since then to just under 3million year. Despite the decrease
Aberdeen was the 15th busiest airport in the UK in 2015 (CAA 2016). In September 285,000 people used Aberdeen Airport which
was a year-on year rise of 3.9%15.

9.17

Proximity of development to public transport is strongly linked to strategic spatial planning and is actively being encouraged through
the plan. Population around rail stations has increased over the last few years and the longer term impact of the plan’s spatial
strategy should become clearer as more development comes forward. Modal change is undoubtedly a challenge which spatial
planning can influence but not directly control, work on this will continue with both councils, Nestrans and the development industry.
An area of future monitoring could include the contribution of green networks to influencing modal shift and active travel.

15

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-41580953
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10. Quality of Life (QoL)
National Objectives – ‘Wealthier & Fairer’ ‘Healthier’, ‘Safer and Stronger’
Local Focus – This section acts as an umbrella to a number of SOA priorities but direct links to ‘Stronger Communities’ and ‘Health
and Wellbeing’

10.1 Quality of life is not an identified objective in the plan, although it does form part of the vision and is integral to the plan as a whole.
The impact of the plan’s strategy and wider planning decisions on people’s lives are very important to measure. The planning
system is fundamentally designed to improve people’s lives, so the outcome of land use decisions on how people live and feel is
just as important as the physical change. Indictors used in this section of the report will measure quality of life and resident’s
perception of their own quality of life. Data is based on a number of studies carried out in Scotland and the wider UK over the last
few years.
Indicator 59:
10.2 A Bank of Scotland study in 2012 ranked Aberdeenshire as having
Bank of Scotland Rural Quality of Life Survey 2016
the best quality of life in Scotland. This was based on a number of 2012
2016
health and socio economic measures including, life expectancy, Local Authority
Rank Local Authority Rank
employment rates, average weekly earnings and academic
Aberdeenshire
1
Orkney Islands
1
attainment. Negative measures identified were, high living costs and
2
Shetland Islands 2
unreliable broadband access. However in the most recent survey East Dunbartonshire
Shetland
Islands
3
Western Isles
3
th
Aberdeenshire dropped to 4 scoring lower in affordability but still
4
Aberdeenshire 4
the highest in terms of individual earnings and health (96.8% of East Renfrewshire
Orkney
Islands
5
Scottish Borders 5
residents in good health, above both Scottish and UK level).
th
7
Aberdeen City ranking was 7 in 2012, above any other Scottish city. Aberdeen City
10.3

16

The uSwitch Best Places to Live in The UK Quality of Life Index (2015), which assessed 130 cities in the UK ranked Aberdeen City
and Shire as having the 29th highest quality of life, and improvement from 75 th two years previously16.

https://www.uswitch.com/place-to-live/
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10.4

10.5

10.6

10.7

17

The Office of National Statistics has created
a personal well-being survey to understand
how people feel about the places they live
and how they affect their lives. It considers
four categories; life satisfaction, worthwhile,
happiness and anxiety. Respondents give
scores out of 10. Indicator 60 shows the
average score for Aberdeen City and Shire
over two surveys; 2015/16 and 2016/17.
There has been a marginal decrease in
scores across life satisfaction, worthwhile
and happiness. In addition there has been an
increase in anxiety. These changes could be
a reflection of the current economic situation.
The average scores are higher than the UK
average but this is a result of higher scores in
Aberdeenshire than the Aberdeen city, with
the city’s individual scores lower than the UK
average.

Indicator 60: Personal well-being in the SDPA (ONS
2015-2017)
2015/16 Average

2016/17 Average
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Aberdeenshire conducts a Citizen’s survey17 multiple times each year. While longitudinal surveys have not yet been undertaken
there are themes relevant to the progress of the SDP which are broadly covered such as; Town Centres in Aberdeenshire,
sustainability and climate change. The survey of May 2017 covered infrastructure delivery and the focus of the economy flagged
some issues such as;

http://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/citizens-panel/citizens-panel-library/
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The public seemed unaware of the level of infrastructure development taking place in the North East such as railway upgrades,
AWPR works and the extension of the harbour.
Added to this was a lack of confidence in the delivery of these projects within agreed timeframes.
There was also a concern that the economy was too focused on the Oil and Gas sector. Diversification of the regional economy
is something which is acknowledged in the Main Issues Report.

10.8

Aberdeen City undertake similar research which is called City Voice18 which has most recently surveyed issues such as road
infrastructure and adaptation and consideration of climate change. June 2017’s survey detailed issues such as;
 The quality and speed of road repairs. A majority of respondents felt more attention needed to be given to maintenance of
secondary roads. There was also a significant feeling that less money should be spent on cycle ways. This would be at odds
with the SDPs goal of a modal shift from car use.

10.9

There is no current longitudinal survey for SDP aims undertaken the SDPA will engage with community planning teams for the next
monitoring report and begin the development of a baseline of information relevant to future SDPs.

18

http://communityplanningaberdeen.org.uk/cityvoice/
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