Contents
Cover Page ................................................................................................................................ 3
1

Interim Environmental Report Non-Technical Summary ............................................. 4
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5

Purpose of this Environmental Report and key stages .............................................. 4
Previous Steps .................................................................................................................. 4
The Context of the Strategy .......................................................................................... 5
Baseline/Evolution, Characteristics of Areas & Environmental Problems ............... 6
Assessment of Effects ...................................................................................................... 7
Table 1.1: Assessment of Effects .................................................................................... 7
1.6
Broad Mitigation Measures ............................................................................................ 8
Table 1.2: Mitigation Measures ...................................................................................... 8
1.7
Monitoring ........................................................................................................................ 9
1.8
How to Comment on the Report .................................................................................. 9
2.
Outcomes from SDP1 and related PPS ........................................................................ 10
2.1

Outcomes from SDP1 .................................................................................................... 10
Table 2.1: Review of Mitigation Measures in Post Adoption Statement ............... 11
2.2
Local Development Plan Comparison and Analysis ............................................... 15
2.2.1
Aberdeen City LDP 2017 .................................................................................... 15
2.2.2
Aberdeenshire LDP 2017...................................................................................... 15
Table 2.2: Aberdeenshire LDP 2017 ............................................................................ 16
3
The Main Report - Purpose of this Environmental Report and key Facts ................ 17
Table 3.1: Key Facts Relating to PPS ........................................................................... 18
Figure 1: Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan Area ................ 19
3.1
SEA activities to date .................................................................................................... 20
Table 3.2 SEA activities to date ................................................................................... 20
3.2
Outline and Objectives of the Main Issues Report ................................................... 21
3.2.1
Content of the Main Issues Report .................................................................... 21
3.3
Vision ............................................................................................................................... 21
Table 3.3 Vision .............................................................................................................. 21
3.4
Spatial Strategy and Options ...................................................................................... 21
Table 3.4 MIR Options and Alternatives ..................................................................... 23
Table 3.5 MIR Options and Alternative ...................................................................... 25
3.5
Relationship with other PPS and environmental protection objectives ............... 28
Table 3.6 List of other PPS and environmental protection objectives ................... 28
3.6
Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment .................................... 33
3.7
Likely evolution of the environment without SDP ..................................................... 33
Table 3.7: Likely Evolution of the Baseline without SDP ............................................ 33
4
Environmental problems............................................................................................... 35
Table 4.1: Environmental Problems ............................................................................. 35
Assessment of Vision/Objectives/Spatial Strategy/Preferred Options .................... 41

5
5.1
5.2

Assessment of Vision ..................................................................................................... 41
Table 5.1 Assessment of Vision .................................................................................... 42
Assessment of Spatial Strategy.................................................................................... 48
Table 5.2 Assessment of Spatial Strategy ................................................................... 48
1

5.3

Assessment of Economic and related policies ......................................................... 55
Table 5.3 Assessment of Economic and related policies ........................................ 56
5.4
Assessment of Land Allocation. Housing and Employment Land ......................... 63
Table 5.4: Assessment of Land Allocation. Housing and Employment Land ...... 63
5.5
Assessment of Flood Risk Management .................................................................... 72
Table 5.5: Assessment of Flood Risk Management ................................................. 72
5.6
Characteristics of Areas likely to be significantly affected .................................... 81
6
Assessment Mitigation and Monitoring ....................................................................... 82
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

Alternatives to which SEA was applied ..................................................................... 82
Framework for assessing environmental effects ....................................................... 82
Cumulative Effect Assessment .................................................................................... 82
Habitats Regulations Appraisal ................................................................................... 83
Proposed Mitigation Measures .................................................................................... 83
Table 6.1 Proposed Mitigation Measures ................................................................... 84
6.6
Monitoring ...................................................................................................................... 94
Table 6.2 Monitoring Plan ............................................................................................. 94
6.7
Proposed Consultation Timescale ............................................................................ 100
6.8
Anticipated Milestones ............................................................................................... 100
Table 6.3 Proposed consultation timescale and methods ................................... 100
7
Appendices ................................................................................................................. 101
Appendix 7.1 Analysis of Consultations .............................................................................. 101
Table 7.1 Analysis of Consultations ........................................................................... 101
Appendix 7.2 Cumulative Effects of the Preferred Options............................................. 107
Table 7.2 Cumulative Effects of the Preferred Options ......................................... 107
Appendix 7.3 Other Relevant Plans & Env. Protection Objectives ................................. 112
Table 7.3 Other Relevant Plans & Environmental Protection Objectives ........... 112
Appendix 7.4 Baseline ........................................................................................................... 125
Appendix 7.4.1: SEA Topic - Climatic Factors .............................................................. 125
Appendix 7.4.2: SEA Topic - Air ...................................................................................... 131
Appendix 7.4.3: SEA Topic - Water................................................................................ 133
Appendix 7.4.4: SEA Topic - Soil..................................................................................... 146
Appendix 7.4.5: SEA Topic - Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna ......................................... 151
Appendix 7.4.6: SEA Topic - Human Health ................................................................. 157
Appendix 7.4.7: SEA Topic - Population ....................................................................... 161
Appendix 7.4.8: SEA Topic - Cultural Heritage ............................................................. 164
Appendix 7.4.9: SEA Topic - Landscape ...................................................................... 167
Appendix 7.4.10: SEA Topic - Material Assets ............................................................... 172
Appendix 7.4.11: Maps .................................................................................................. 176
Map 1: Existing Woodland ............................................................................... 177
Map 2: Protected sites (note a number of designations
overlay each other at various sites)................................................................ 178
Map 3: Existing SDP allocations in City and Shire LDPs.................................. 179
Map 4: Prime Agricultural Land ....................................................................... 180
Map 5: Cultural Heritage ................................................................................. 181
Map 6: Carbon Rich Soils ................................................................................. 182

2

SEA INTERIM ENVIRONMENT REPORT – COVER NOTE
Cover Page
PART 1
To
SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
SEA Gateway
Scottish Executive
Area 1 H (Bridge)
Victoria Quay
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
PART 2
An SEA Interim Environment Report is attached for the plan entitled
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Strategic Development Plan
Main Issues Report
The Responsible Authority is:
Aberdeenshire Council

PART 3

Contact Name

Tom Walsh

Job Title

Senior Planner

Contact Address

Woodhill House
Westburn Road
Aberdeen
AB16 5GB

Contact tel no

+441467536574

Contact email

Tom.walsh@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Signature

T Walsh

Date

XX

3

1

Interim Environmental Report Non-Technical Summary

1.1 Purpose of this Environmental Report and key stages
We (Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority) have written this
Interim Environmental Report (“the report”) for the Second Aberdeen City and Shire
Strategic Development Plan (SDP) under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act
2005. The process taken to write this report is called Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA). The reason for undertaking SEA is to address all the effects that a plan, programme
or strategy (PPS) is likely to have on the environment. The overall aim of the process is to
protect the environment. Throughout this SEA process we have taken the views of others
into account before coming to final decisions.
The key stages of this SEA are pre-screening, screening, scoping, the environmental report
and the post-adoption statement. At the second stage, we scope a plan to set out how
much information should be in an environmental report and how long we will consult with
others on the report. In the environmental report, during the third stage, we show how we
assess the effects of a plan on the environment; how we could address those effects
through a process called mitigation, and how we will monitor any significant effects of the
plan on the environment. When we address the concerns of everyone through
consultations before adopting the plan, we must inform everyone about what difference
the SEA process and their views have made to the final plan. And we do this through a
post-adoption statement as the last stage.
This is the third stage, we have prepared a Report which accompanies the Main Issues
Report.
1.2 Previous Steps
Screening
Screening determines if a plan, programme or strategy should be subject to SEA. However,
the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that the environmental impacts,
and potential mitigation measures, of SDPs are assessed and considered. SEA is mandatory
for SDPs. The SEA should inform the decision making process on the content of SDPs.
Scoping
The first part of the SDP2 SEA process was a scoping exercise. This set out how the potential
environmental impacts of the SDP MIR would be assessed in this Environmental Report. All
SEA topics were considered to be in scope for SDP2. Given the extent of SDP policy
coverage and the considerable area of the SDP this results in the potential for impacts for
each SEA topic.
SEA Topics
Air Quality
Biodiversity (Flora & Fauna) Cultural Heritage
Climatic Factors Human Health
Population
Landscape
Material Assets
Soil
Water
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Scoping Report
A Scoping Report was sent to the Consultation Authorities 1 which afforded them the
opportunity to review the assessment methodology in terms of appropriate evaluation the
plans proposals in advance of the Interim Environment Report.
The feedback was general agreement with the approach taken with some changes to
terminology and baseline information requested. These comments are summarised later in
this report.
1.3 The Context of the Strategy
The Main Issues Report (MIR) will be used to engage with the public. The MIR forms the main
focus for discussions on the main strategic issues and options facing Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire and for the policies that will guide development. The engagement will help
us to note changes we must make to the options. This will lead to the preparation of a
Proposed Strategic Development Plan which will broadly show how we will allocate land
for housing and employment over 3 phases up to 2040.
To guide and help us deliver what we plan to do in the Strategic Development Plan and
other related strategies like the Local Development Plans, Local Housing Strategy and the
Local Transport Strategy, we have made use of high-level documents and statements.
This report covers the key issues, outcomes, topics and processes of the SEA process listed
at paragraph 1-9 of Schedule 3 of the 2005 Act. We have used over 100 documents which
influence how we have written this strategy, which affects Aberdeen, the North East,
Scotland and the World. These documents cover:
















international conventions and European Directives
national frameworks and policies
climate and flooding
low carbon economy and energy
the water environment
biodiversity (plant and animal life on the land and in the water)
sustainable development
transport and air quality issues
historic environment and landscape
housing
design
soil and pollution
waste management
equality and diversity
ageing, exercise and health

SEA Gateway Consultation Authorities: Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Historic
Environment Scotland (HES).
1
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1.4 Baseline/Evolution, Characteristics of Areas & Environmental Problems
We have identified a number of problems and issues in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. In
this section, we have listed the significant environmental problems and issues that we have
considered in this report. We also use this section to say what the baseline information in
the area looks like. These issues show the challenges we must deal with through this Plan.













Air quality in certain areas of Aberdeen City needs to be improved. Increasing trip
numbers by cars, trucks and vehicles that pass through the City exacerbate this issue;
We burn a lot of fuel to heat our homes and to drive our cars. This is pumping more
CO2 into the air and causing our carbon and ecological footprints to rise;
Future climate change will have a number of effects on how much water we will
have and how stable our soils will be;
Petrol stations, factories, and other industries have all affected how good or bad our
soil and water is;
While the region is rich in cultural heritage and has distinctive landscapes, the houses
we have built in the past have put pressure on these resources. New housing
development offers the opportunity to improve the efficiency of our homes and
create good landscapes;
Where we have good parks or open spaces, people will want to build and live
around them;
New buildings are putting pressure on animal and plant life (biodiversity);
How we dispose of waste also affects our soils, water and climate;
Access to housing;
Pressure on potable water supplies and sources;
The make-up of the population is an issue that needs to be considered for future
development. For example, there are a range of age groups living in the area, but
because people are living longer there will be an increased proportion of older
people.
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1.5 Assessment of Effects
We have put together a summary of how the Main Issues Report could affect the
environment in Table 1 below.
Table 1.1: Assessment of Effects
SEA Issue
Air

Plan Impact







Biodiversity
(Flora and
Fauna)





Climatic
factors





Cultural
Heritage



Because of the improvements we expect through new infrastructure, the
effect of the plan on climatic factors is not significant across the City and
the Shire.



The effects of the plan on special (listed/conservation areas) or old buildings are mixed
(i.e. positive, negative & neutral).
Where the effects are negative, these are generally small. Design policies will make the
impact small.
In terms of lager scale sites of cultural significance development is focused in areas
away from sites such as battlefields.
The overall effects of the plan on peoples’ health will be positive. There will be positive
health impacts as a result of new homes, services, areas of open space and connected
pedestrian and cycle routes.
At the same time traffic from new development can make have a negative impact on
air quality which may have a negative effect on human health.
The overall effects of the plan on our surroundings are mixed, positive and others
negative.
Development that can be seen from multiple views or is prominent in nature can have
negative effects on views and scenery.
Landmark developments with considerate design will add to the areas reputation for
quality architecture and design.
The overall effect of the plan on wealth creation through new infrastructure buildings is
very positive.
However some pressure may be placed on existing assets in the short term until
upgraded assets and services come online.



Health




Landscape





Material
Assets

The overall effects of the plan on the environment are mixed (i.e. positive, negative &
neutral). Most people drive cars, motorbikes or lorries and those movements or traffic
congestion impact our air quality and climate. The effects are however not significant.
Some localised air quality issues are likely in parts of Aberdeen.
Where biomass is likely to be encouraged there could be problems with air quality.
New buildings are more efficient and will use less heat and electricity which will benefit
the climate in the long term. However; the process of development will release
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
The directing of development along transport corridors helps to reduce car
dependency.
Because of the improvements we expect as we develop new infrastructure, the effect of
the plan on air quality will also be positive.
The overall effects of the plan on plants and animals are very negative. In order to develop
the new houses we need in the region it will require the development of greenfield sites,
the loss and fragmentation of habitats and the resulting disturbance of species.
The River Dee and other protected areas are the home to indigenous mammals, salmonid
species and invertebrates and development may harm their habitats.
The need to increase the rate of abstraction from the River Dee may have a negative
effect on the habitats carrying capacity.
The effects of the plan on the environment are mixed (i.e. positive, negative & neutral).
The potential for increased emissions during development of new housing and
employment land, increased population and resource use will have a negative impact.
Positive impacts will come from promotion of policies which promote efficient resource
use and sustainable transport use.
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Population




Soil







Water





The overall effects of the plan on population is positive, and in some cases very positive if
the level of development and investment in infrastructure aspired to in the plan is deliver.
Many people will be able to; find a home to rent or buy, have increased and improved
local and regional services, and improved transportation links.
The overall effects of the plan on soil are mixed (i.e. positive, negative & neutral).
House building and development will cause; soil loss, soil sealing, soil erosion and soil
degradation. In addition, other types of development like; wind farms, renewables and
associated infrastructure could have impacts on carbon rich soils.
Waste generation will lead to more landfill, which can cause leeching into soil and
groundwater.
Positive impacts will come from promotion of policies which reduce waste to landfill and
channel development away from areas with carbon rich soils or prime agricultural which
will help to protect soil integrity.
The development of polluted/contaminated sites will benefit soil because it will have to
clean up the pollution.
The overall effects of the plan on water are negative, as a result of the volume of housing
and employment land we want to develop. This will increase the amount of water we take
from catchments and groundwater sources, in particular the Dee River SAC.
The scale of development over a longer term is large and the plan will have long term
impacts such as; water abstraction, water pollution, run-off (both short term and long
term), localised flooding and altered morphology.
The MIR promotes water efficiency and sustainable abstraction levels however the
delivery of water efficient technologies may not be sufficient to cover the water levels
abstracted.

1.6 Broad Mitigation Measures
Some of the options and projects that are in the Main Issues Report will have to do
environmental impact assessments (EIAs) as appropriate. Those options which promote
new developments that are likely to have adverse effects on the integrity of Natura 2000
or Ramsar sites or projects should be subject to appropriate assessment. For the strategic
options, policies, and sites we have assessed, we have shown how we would address their
negative or positive affects in Table 1.2 below:
Table 1.2: Mitigation Measures
SEA
Issues
Air




Biodiversity
(Flora and
fauna)






Climatic
Factors




Cultural
Heritage



Mitigation Measures

We will seek to enhance the positive impacts of the Plan as we work with our partners and
stakeholders.
We will look to reduce car dependence and provide people with choice of how they
travel.
When we continue to build structures called “SUDS” to take surface water from urban
areas, we will make sure that they can encourage biodiversity (i.e. some plant and animal
life) to live and grow within these systems.
We will also encourage the provision of open spaces, including wildlife areas, in new
developments.
We will also protect and enhance special areas where we find plants and animals (small
and large).
We will keep areas for animals to move from place to place and avoid habitat
fragmentation.
We will have a mix of houses, jobs, shops and schools close together so that development
will not damage our climate and air.
We will make sure buildings need less heat and electricity thus making them more efficient
and reducing energy consumption.
We will look to protect and enhance our most valued features wherever possible and
encourage design in new developments which values and complements our heritage.
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Health





Landscape

Material
Assets
Population






Soil





Water






We will avoid building where there are risks to health such as areas of poor air quality or
foul smells.
We will design development so that people can access areas of open space close to
their homes/places of work, be less car dependent and can have more physically active
lives.
We will locate development in areas which are better connected to a variety of transport
systems to ensure individuals and communities are not isolated.
We will look to protect our most valued landscapes and features, and encourage a high
level of master planning and design.
We will not build on the areas that are prominent and visible from multiple places.
We will make sure that roads, schools, hospitals, drains and jobs required for new
developments are put in place. We would make sure that the plan supports all of this.
We will encourage the provision of services, jobs, houses and facilities that cater for all
sectors of society, old, young and those with impairments.
We will require new developments to clean up harmful pollution where appropriate.
We will recycle more waste, redirect and reduce waste going to landfill.
We will channel development into corridors so that prime agricultural land or carbon rich
soils are not developed.
We will work with Scottish Water to ensure that future development will have sufficient
water.
We will work with development industry to ensure that buildings will not use excessive
amounts of water.
We will develop policies to encourage the use of SUDS to manage surface water.
We will avoid building on land that floods.

1.7 Monitoring
We will monitor the significant negative and positive effects of the plan through the
monitoring plan that we have set out in the environmental report.
We have stated what actions we must carry out, who must carry out each of the actions
and when we must carry them out.
1.8 How to Comment on the Report
If you would like to express your views on this environmental report, please send your
comments to:
Strategic Development Plan Team
Woodhill House, Westburn Road
Aberdeen, AB16 5GB
Phone: +441467536574
Email: team@aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk
The consultation period will run for ten (10) weeks parallel to the Main Issues Report (MIR)
consultation period. Consultation
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2. Outcomes from SDP1 and related PPS
2.1 Outcomes from SDP1
The SDP 2014 and the previous Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan 2009 both went through separate SEA processes. These resulting
processes lead to the creation of the Strategic Growth Areas which were deemed the most sustainable model for a spatial strategy
and the most likely way to encourage a model shift in transportation.
The first SDP was approved by Scottish Ministers in 2014. It included; scoping, an interim environment (to accompany the MIR), an
environment
report
and
a
post
adoption
statement
available
at
http://www.aberdeencityandshiresdpa.gov.uk/AboutUs/Publications.asp. These assessed the same SEA topics as in this Report and evaluated potential positive,
negative and mixed impacts resulting from SDP 2014. Comments were received and taken on board from the Consultation Authorities
at each stage of the process and the objectives and spatial strategy of the Plan remained unchanged.
Given the regional context of the plan, impacts at a site specific allocation level were not able to be considered. However; these
were captured at LDP and project level. Aberdeen City Local Development Plan 2017 and Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
2017 both were accompanied by detailed SEAs which examined policy and development implications on the environment at a more
macro level.
Rather than identify specific sites SDP 2014 gave indicative corridors for development land allocations. The SEA was conducted at a
strategic level and could only identify the broader impacts of the SDP.
A summarised version of the findings and agreed SDP 2014 mitigation measures resulting from the SEA process and discussed in the
Post Adoption Statement are found in table below;
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Table 2.1: Review of Mitigation Measures in Post Adoption Statement
SEA
Findings
Topic
Mixed/not significant
Poor air quality as a result of increasing traffic
flows and congestion, particularly in Aberdeen
City.
Increased emissions in city/town centres as a
result of unsustainable development patterns.

Biodiversity (Flora & Fauna)

Air










Mixed/Significant
Loss of biodiversity through development;
Impacts
on
locally,
nationally
and
internationally designated sites;
Impacts on protected and non-protected
species;
Impacts on green space, networks and
corridors;
Pressure on River Dee SAC and on species
within the habitat of the Dee.










SDP Mitigation

A central aim of the plan explicitly targets making the most efficient use of the transport
network, reducing the need to travel by car and making cycling and public transport
more attractive options;
The spatial strategy focuses development in Strategic Growth Areas; this will concentrate
development along key transport corridors, making new development more accessible
by public transport and reduce dependency on private car.

Protection of natural resources is a key consideration of the plan which is built into the
central objectives and spatial strategy;
A core aim of the plan is to make sure that the region’s valued assets and natural
resources are protected and wherever possible enhanced;
The plan maintains that development should not lead to the loss or damage of the
natural environment and the impact of development on designated sites should be at
the forefront of consideration;
The plan promotes through its objectives the protection and enhancement of green
space and green networks within new development;
Pressures on the River Dee are identified throughout the plan and a number of the
objectives focus on the protection of it from over exploitation and as a SAC. The
requirement for all new developments to use water saving technology is designed to
take some of the pressure off the Dee. However; the need for ongoing monitoring of
impacts and the need for further HRA’s at lower level plans and proposals is identified.
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Climatic Factors






Cultural
Heritage



Negative/Not Significant
Vulnerability and potential loss of cultural
heritage assets to development.












Health

Negative/Significant in the long term
Greenhouse gas emissions related to
transport and energy demands and the need
to adapt to climate change;
Coastal flood risk and coastal erosion,
development in floodplains and the increased
risk associated with predicted climate change;
Sustained reliance on car as the primary mode
of transport and growing commuting
distances;
Opportunities to support development of
renewable energy;
Potential
need
for
strategic
waste
management facilities.



Mixed/Not significant
Access to green space for recreation and
active travel and links with new developments
in order to reduce car use;
Poor air quality effecting health particularly
among the elderly and vulnerable groups




Along with requirements in the plan for more sustainable development patterns in order
to reduce car dependence, there is also the targeted requirement for all new buildings
within the region to be carbon neutral by 2020, reducing the C02 emissions associated
with construction and energy consumption;
The plan directs development away from land which is at an unacceptable risk of
coastal or river flooding;
Through a number of objectives the plan promotes the move to a mix of renewable
energy types and advocates harnessing the unique opportunities present in the North
East with regard alternative forms of energy production;
The spatial strategy identifies the need for investment in new waste management
infrastructure in close proximity to new and existing facilities and requires waste to be
managed in line with the waste hierarchy and promotes the move towards energy from
waste facilities.

A central aim of the plan requires protection of valued assets including the regions
cultural heritage;
Objectives and targets built into the plan require that the way in which sites are chosen
and the quality of design will make sure development does not lead to the decline of
the North East’s built, natural and cultural assets.

The plan throughout objectives and targets promotes the incorporation of green space
and green networks for recreational and active travel purposes;
Promotion of public transport and a decreasing reliance on the private car are targeted
objectives throughout the plan; this along with the promotion of more sustainable
patterns of development should reduce the need to travel by car which in turn will have
a positive effect on air quality.
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Mixed/Not significant
Loss of diversity in landscape character to
development;
Undesirable and unsustainable development
patterns;
Pressure on landscape to absorb and adapt to
scale and rate of development;
Potential of large scale windfarms to adversely
impact on landscape

Population

Material Assets

Landscape






Positive/Significant
Opportunities to enhance and improve the
regions material assets
 Need to integrate and improve efficiency of
infrastructure network;
 Opportunity to promote sites for renewable
energy and the need to upgrade electricity
transmission networks
Positive/Significant
 Increasing
population
and
changing
demographics resulting in an aging population
and continuing trend of losing young educated
adults;
 Lack of affordable housing and variety of house
types;
 Place quality



















Objectives and targets built into the plan require the protection of the varied landscape
character within the region;
Sustainable development patterns are built into the plan, which focus 75% of future LDP
land allocations within Strategic Growth Areas;
Environmental objectives and targets within the plan mean that the landscape capacity
to accommodate development should be fully considered when identifying land and
considering development proposals;
The plan identifies that while there may still be some capacity for onshore wind, it is likely
that a greater mix of renewable energy sources will be required over the plan period.

The plan identifies the need for considerable economic investment in material assets in
order to deliver the scale of development proposed;
Improving infrastructure capacity and consolidating investment in transport and landuse is a central aim and targeted output of the plan;
The plan identifies throughout its objectives the need for high quality developments
Investing in renewable technology is a targeted objective of the plan, as is the need to
invest in onshore and offshore electricity transmission.
The plan targets an increase population within the region of 500,000 by 2035 and in doing
so also promotes the need to achieve a balanced age range to help maintain and
promote quality of life;
The plan identifies housing and employment land allocations, with a generous supply of
housing land identified and an effective 5 year housing supply available at all times
throughout the plan period. A requirement for 60 ha of employment land to be available
at all times in Aberdeen and in Strategic Growth Areas in Aberdeenshire. Associated
infrastructure improvements to accommodate housing and employment allocations is
also a targeted objective of the plan;
The need for the region to remain economically competitive in order to retain a younger,
skilled workforce is a targeted objective. The plan also identifying the continuing need to
plan for an aging population;
The issue of affordable housing is addressed within the plan which requires all new
development to contribute to a 25% affordable stock;
An objective in favour of Sustainable Mixed Communities promotes mixed land uses and
high quality design within new developments, in order to create better quality places
which are more attractive to residents and businesses.
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Soil






Water




Negative/Significant
Loss of land resulting from development;
Contamination of land;
Soil erosion and pollution;
Increasing development of land on the fringes
of urban areas resulting in soil sealing.

Negative/significant
Adverse effects on water quality resulting from a
variety of factors related to transport,
agriculture and development;
Over abstraction of water linked to the level of
development.









The plan requires more efficient use of land and re-using previously developed land;
A targeted preference in favour of re-using Brownfield land and giving priority to
regeneration;
The plan identifies that Greenfield sites will be required to meet the housing demand
however, states that when considering sites for development adverse effects on natural
assets, including soil, should be avoided and mitigated wherever possible.

The plan targets the requirement to adopt water saving technologies and promotes the
increase of water bodies within the region which achieve ‘good ecological status’;
Targets in the plan focus on avoiding an increase in the amount of water Scottish Water
are licensed to take from the River Dee in relation to new developments;
Requirement for further HRA’s to be carried out in relation to lower level plans and
proposals.
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2.2 Local Development Plan Comparison and Analysis
Given that both partner Councils, Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire, have
recently adopted their LDPS it was decided to assess if there were correlations
between the SEA findings from the first SDP with the subsequent LDP Environment
Reports. The comparison would ascertain if the approach taken in previous SEAs
for the SDP and Structure Plan was robust and the framework identified similar
assessments as emerging through the LDPs.
The SEA of an LDP is site specific as opposed to the high-level nature of an SDP
SEA. It can include more detailed information for sites within the Strategic Growth
Areas. A brief comparison is below.
2.2.1 Aberdeen City LDP 20172
The Aberdeen City LDP was subject to an extensive SEA process at all stages from
MIR to the approval of the Plan. The Aberdeen City LDP takes its vision directly
from the SDP and also hones its spatial strategy around the City Centre, Brownfield
Development and Greenfield development. It also includes policies relating to
the delivery of the spatial strategy; land release and phasing, delivery of mixed
communities.
Preferred options and alternatives for the delivery of the LDP are discussed in Table
4C of the LDP’s Environment Report. The preferred options are the basis for
detailed policies and supplementary guidance which would help to mitigate the
impacts of development in Aberdeen City.
While the LDP takes its general steer from the SDP it is up to the LDP process and
the parallel SEA to assess whether the document would have a positive, negative
or both impact on Aberdeen City. The LDP contains housing and employment
land allocations which are ambitious and could have both positive and negative
impacts. As ascertained in the extant SPD’s SEA the LDP process is the correct
mechanism for the assessment of strategies and policies which can mitigate these
potential impacts.
2.2.2 Aberdeenshire LDP 20173
The Aberdeenshire LDP was subject to an extensive SEA process at all stages from
MIR to approval of the Plan. It was approved in April 2017. The Aberdeenshire LDP
is generally in accord with the aims of the SDP and the implementation of its
spatial strategy.
While the SDP sets housing and employment land allocations and also the general
geographical area where these are to be located it is the role of the LDP and the
LDP’s SEA process to identify the most suitable locations guided by the issues of

2
3

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=74254&sID=9484
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/20184/strategic-environmental-assessment-with-appendices.pdf
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environmental
development.

sustainability,

infrastructure

availability

and

community

The LDP followed a structure of options and alternatives outlined in the table
below:
Table 2.2: Aberdeenshire LDP 2017
Options and Alternatives
Potential
Option
Alternative 1
Alternative 2

This option retains and carries current LDP proposals forward into the next LDP. Phasing
of development within the period 2016-2028 will be informed by anticipated capacity
within the construction industry.
In some areas there will be a need to identify additional allocations in accordance with
the principles set out in the SDP.
Alternative strategies may be promoted following a review of responses to consultation
on the Main issues

The LDP follows the vision and objectives in line with that of the SDP and achieves
this through the use of policies and supplementary guidance. It attempts to focus
development along existing transport corridors to make better use of current
infrastructure and also help to promote a modal shift in transport patterns.
Again the conclusions of the extant SDP’s SEA that an Aberdeenshire LDP
implementing the spatial strategy and allocations was the best mechanism for
the development of strategies and policies at a local level is the best way to
mitigate the impacts of future development.
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3 The Main Report - Purpose of this Environmental Report and key Facts
As part of the preparation of the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development
Plan, Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority is
carrying out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). SEA is a systematic
method for considering the likely environmental effects of certain Plans, Projects
and Strategies (PPS). SEA aims to integrate environmental factors into PPS
preparation and decision-making; improve PPS and enhance environmental
protection; increase public participation in decision making; and facilitate
openness and transparency of decision-making.
SEA is required by the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. The key
SEA stages are;
i.

Screening aimed to determine whether the PPS is likely to have significant
environmental effects and whether an SEA is required. This stage was not
undertaken as it is known that an SEA is required for an updated SDP;

ii.

Scoping seeks to decide on the scope and level of detail of the
Environmental Report, and the consultation period for the report – this is
done in consultation with Scottish Natural Heritage, Historic Environment
Scotland, Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency;

iii.

Environmental Report is published and updated at stages in the SEA process
(Main Issues Report, Proposed Plan) on the PPS and its environmental
effects, and consulting on that report;

iv.

Adoption provides information on the adopted PPS; how consultation
comments have been taken into account; and methods for monitoring the
significant environmental effects of the implementation of the PPS; and

v.

Monitoring aims to observe significant environmental effects in such a
manner so as to also enable the Responsible Authority to identify any
unforeseen adverse effects at an early stage and undertake appropriate
remedial action.

The purpose of this Interim Environmental Report is to;
 provide information on the Strategic Development Plan
 identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the PPS and
its reasonable alternatives; and,
 provide an early and effective opportunity for the Consultation Authorities
and the public to offer views on any aspect of this Environmental Report.
The key facts relating to the PSS are set out in Table 3.1 below.
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Table 3.1: Key Facts Relating to PPS
Name
of Aberdeenshire Council
Responsible
Authority
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic proposed Development Plan – Main
Title of PPS
What Prompted
the PPS
Subject
Period covered
by the PPS
Frequency
of
Updates
Area covered
by the PPS
Purpose and/or
objectives of the
PPS
Contact Point

Issues Report
Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006
Land use
2019 to 2040
Every five years

The Strategic Development Plan covers all of Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire excepting that part of Aberdeenshire that forms part of
the Cairngorms National Park. (As shown in Figure 1 below)
To set the framework for the development of land across the city
region
Tom Walsh
Strategic Development Plan Team
Woodhill House, Westburn Road
Aberdeen, AB16 5GB
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Figure 1: Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan Area
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3.1
SEA activities to date
Table 2.2 Summarises the SEA activities to date in relation to the MIR.
Table 3.2 SEA activities to date
SEA Action/Activity

Screening to determine whether
the PPS is likely to have
significant environmental effects
Scoping the consultation periods
and the level of detail to be
included in the Environmental
Report
Updated Scoping Report Agreed

When
carried out

Notes
(e.g. comment on data availability,
particular issues or any advice from
the Consultation Authorities that has
now been taken into account)
N/A

29
November
2016

When SEA Gateway was notified

23
December
2016

Outline and objectives of the PPS
January
Complete first draft of Interim
Environment Report
TBC
Consultation on the Draft
Environmental Report and Main
Issues Report
Collating views on the
consultation
Using the views of the
consultation as the basis for
proposed plan SEA
Agree on the Options
Update the assessment of effects
Update Mitigation and
Monitoring Reports
Submit Proposed Plan to Scottish
Ministers
Await the approval of plan and
SEA by Scottish Ministers
Undertake final amendments, if
any
Prepare Post Adoption
Statement
Notification/publicity action
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Based on the evolving main issues
Based on the MIR and consultation
with Aberdeen City and Shire SEA
Coordinator
Post SDPA committee meeting 1st Feb

3.2

Outline and Objectives of the Main Issues Report

3.2.1 Content of the Main Issues Report
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that the Interim
Environmental Report includes “an outline of the contents and main objectives of
the plan or programme”. The purpose of this section is to explain the nature,
contents, objectives and timescale of the Strategic Development Plan. The
content of the main issues report and its options are listed in Table 3.3 below.
3.3
Vision
Aberdeen City and Shire will be an even more attractive, prosperous, resilient and
sustainable European city region and an excellent place to live, visit and do
business. We will be recognised for:




our enterprise and inventiveness in the knowledge economy and highvalue markets – with a particular focus on energy, bio-pharmaceuticals,
tourism and food, drink and primary industries;
the unique qualities of our environment; and
our high quality of life.

We will have acted confidently and taken the courageous decisions necessary
to further develop a robust and diversified economy and to lead the way towards
development being sustainable, including dealing with climate change and
creating a more inclusive society.”
Table 3.3 Vision
Preferred Option

Alternative

Options and Alternatives
To amend the vision to have a great focus on social and
environmental resilience rather than the current focus on economic.
To amend the vision to align with the focus of the Regional
Economic Strategy.
Leave the vision unaltered.

3.4
Spatial Strategy and Options
The spatial strategy deals with the land use allocations and the way in which these
will be delivered. In determining reasonable alternatives for the spatial strategy
we have to look at the strategies developed in the north east over the past years
and analyse them in light of the modernised planning system. The
options/alternative available therefore include the spatial strategies for (i)
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan with minimal modification, (ii)
Substantial Modification of the Existing SDP or (ii) New Spatial Strategy with no
reference to the existing spatial strategy.
The preferred option combines development in (a) Strategic Growth Areas where
about half of the developments will take place within the Huntly to Laurencekirk
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road and rail transport corridor stretching 66 miles and other developments along
the Aberdeen to Peterhead corridor with significant development potential. It
also includes development in (b) local growth and diversification areas and (c)
regeneration priority areas. Table 3.4 shows these strategic options.
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Table 3.4 MIR Options and Alternatives
Options and Alternatives
Preferred
Option

Alternative
Option
Alternative
Option
Preferred
Option

Preferred
Option

Maintaining the proposals within the current Aberdeen City and Shire SDP
with minimal modification. It focuses development in places where there
are clear opportunities to encourage people to use public transport and
where public and private investment can be targeted – both to facilitate
growth and regeneration. It also allows for growth to meet local needs in
communities throughout the area where opportunities and demand exist.
There has been widespread support for this strategy over almost a
decade, with few suggestions for an alternative approach. Indeed, the
impetus behind the shift to public transport is now even stronger on the
basis of air quality, climate change and the City Centre Masterplan
indicating the need to significantly reduce the number of cars coming
into the city centre while increasing footfall and the diversity of uses within
the area.
Substantial Modification of the Existing SDP
New Spatial Strategy with no reference to the existing spatial strategy
Maintain Aberdeen to Peterhead Strategic Growth Area –
Progress is now being made to bring forward a large allocation in Ellon for
development. In addition, Ellon will become more accessible over the
coming months with the opening of the complete dual carriageway from
Aberdeen. Peterhead has seen significant investment in its port, and
Scottish Enterprise are confident that the Energetica Business Park can
now move forward following infrastructure and ownership challenges.
Beyond ensuring a suitable site for business growth of the type
represented by the Energetica Business Park is available, we do not
propose any further amendments in this area.
Maintain Aberdeen to Huntly Strategic Growth Area The dualling of the A96 between Aberdeen and Inverness as well as the
significant rail improvements planned (including faster and more frequent
trains and a new station at Kintore) mean that significant transport
improvements will be implemented over the next 10-15 years. Transport
Scotland has indicated that decisions on the route of the A96 will be
made following a two-year examination and consultation period starting
in late-2017. Developments in most settlements in this area are likely to
remain undeliverable until this transport infrastructure is in place.
The one major allocation at Huntly is constrained due to a range of
technical issues. The preferred option would be for the council to
continue to work with landowners but could also look to identify a modest
additional site in the next LDP to ensure growth can be sustained.

Preferred
Option

Westhill – Exclude Westhill in the allocations
The continued growth of Westhill is attractive to the development industry
however; it has significant infrastructure (particularly transport and
education) challenges if it is to grow. The extent of the transport
challenges and the mitigation required will remain uncertain for the
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current time until a City Region Deal appraisal of the impact of the
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route is completed and potential solutions
can be identified. While the opening of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral
Route will have a significant impact on Westhill, transport modelling
suggests it is unlikely to create any capacity for growth.
It would be a very risky strategy to identify Westhill for strategic levels of
growth in advance of a realistic, deliverable and viable solution being
identified. We do not therefore propose to consider including Westhill in
a Strategic Growth Area until transport issues have been addressed
Alternative
Option

Preferred
Option

Alternative
Option

Preferred
Option
Alternative
Option

Include Westhill in the allocation – this would mean the loss of significant
green field land and also substantial investment in new roads and
infrastructure. While material wealth may increase for property owners
there could be substantial increases in traffic and traffic congestion
along the A944.
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route - The preferred option looks to be
more explicit about the need to avoid high footfall generating uses
locating near the AWPR’s junctions and make it clear that any such
development should only come through the full and open development
plan process. This allows us to consider proposals in a strategic
perspective whilst enabling detailed options to be tested in an open way
through the LDP process. It provides a clear policy position for speculative
applications.
An alternative option would be to take no further action and leave
decisions on individual proposals to be considered through Local
Development Plans without any strategic direction from the SDP. While
this is a flexible approach it has the potential for inconsistent decision
making on speculative applications and avoids issues that are very likely
to be strategic and cross boundary in nature which should be addressed
in the Strategic Development Plan.
Regeneration Priorities – Focus specific identified area in the City
consistent with City Centre Masterplan and Locality Plans. In the Shire
the preferred option in the new plan should focus on the towns of Banff,
Macduff, Fraserburgh and Peterhead for regeneration.
Focus on every town in the shire and the city generally without
specifying areas.
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Table 3.5 MIR Options and Alternative
Options and alternatives
Preferred Option
Economic growth - an optimistic view of future economic growth
- Building upon the back of a new regional economic strategy
and a City Region Deal boosting the economic prospects of the
area over the next 10 years. There will be significant investment in
innovation – primarily in the oil and gas industry but also the other
growth sectors. It has been estimated that 3,300 jobs will be
created over the next decade on the back of the City Region
Deal. Infrastructure investment arising from this which would
benefit from identification in the SDP is limited, largely building on
current proposals. However, new off-site transport infrastructure
associated with Aberdeen Harbour’s southerly expansion will be
included. It includes specialist decommissioning opportunities will
develop and bring significant opportunities for business
development, diversification and innovation
Alternative Option

Existing SDP Scenario - It covers employment land allocation,
high-speed communication, innovation, retail and tourism,
viability of town centres, regional shopping facilities, Energetica
area, infrastructure needs protected and improved, supporting
freight by rail and sea. In addition it seeks to roll-out high-speed
broadband throughout the area, improve high-speed digital
communications networks and support regional assets such as
Aberdeen airport and the region’s main ports as means of
accessing international markets and providing services to Orkney
and Shetland.

Preferred Option

Sectoral Focus – The SDP should clarify provision for food, drink
and primary industries; Biotech; Energy; and Tourism plan, it
should take this stronger and more flexible approach to
sustainable tourist development.

Alternative Option

Provision in the current SDP recognising these sectors, with no
specific mention of each of the four priority sectors in the plan
and with no appropriate policy responses taken to facilitate their
growth.
Employment Land Supply - the preferred option that the new plan
should defer the release of safeguarded employment land until
after 2030 and look at re-energising existing employment areas
for future use.

Preferred Option

Alternative Option

The alternative option is that the new plan should not defer the
release of safeguarded employment land until after 2030 and
consider its present use.

Preferred Option

Housing – Mixture of Scenarios 1, 2 and 3 With economic
recovery, we can envisage growth generally in line with Scenario
1 (principle migration) during the period 2021-2030, although rising
over time rather than falling over the 10-year period. As a
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consequence, we have set the Housing Supply Target at 2,100pa
over the period 2021-2025, rising to 2,200pa for the period 20262030. We think that our composite scenario more realistically
reflects current circumstances and the potential for growth in the
medium to long-term. It is consistent with the Regional Economic
Strategy and builds on the evidence base provided by the HNDA.
It recognises the economic benefits which are projected to come
through the provision of infrastructure and City Region Deal
investment over the next 5-10 years
Alternative Option
Alternative Option
Alternative Option
Preferred Option
Alternative Option
Preferred Option

Alternative Option

Preferred Option

Alternative Option
Preferred Option

Alternative Option
Preferred Option

No Migration – low allocations
Medium Migration
High Migration
Affordable Housing – We assume continued funding for
affordable housing at 2020/2021 levels from the Scottish
Government for the whole of the plan period.
We assume lack of continued funding for affordable housing at
2020/2021 levels from the Scottish Government for the whole of
the plan period.
Housing Land Requirement - A significant generosity will be
included in the early years of the plan but that for the latter
periods no generosity should be added. This would be subject to
review in future plans.
Alternative options are to set generosity levels at either 10% or 20%
throughout the period, although the possibility exists for generosity
to be set at different levels for the two Housing Market Areas.
Adding 20% to the Housing Supply Targets to 2030 gives us the
following Housing Land Requirements.
Housing Land Allowances - Allow Local Development Plans to
make some further housing allocations beyond what has
already been identified. Besides new greenfield allocations
should preferably be under 100 houses in size to support this.
Allow Local Development Plans to make some further housing
allocations within what has already been identified.
Energy - the preferred option should target the generation of
5GWh of renewable electricity and seek to diversify non-wind
based generation by 2040, along with energy storage. Thus the
preferred option would be to become a net exporter of
renewable electricity through achieving a target of at least 5GWh
over the lifetime of the plan. Primarily through the implementation
of currently consented offshore wind schemes and a
diversification of electricity generation towards non-wind
resources and energy storage
The alternative is to remove the target for renewable energy but
continue to be supportive, particularly of non-wind generation.
Digital infrastructure – Building on the City Region Deal (focusing
on employment locations) and investing in the wider network
which will both increase broadband speeds in those rural areas
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without 30Mbps access. 95% of premises are due to be covered
by March 2018. “Reaching for 100%” programme by 2021.
Alternative Option

The current SDP emphasises the importance of high-speed digital
connectivity to the economic, social and environmental future of
the area. This has been as a high priority since the 2009 Structure
Plan and considerable progress has been made since then
through
Openreach’s
commercial
roll-out,
Scottish
Government/Local Authority programme and the City Region
Deal.

Preferred Option

Minerals and waste - no need for any additional policy response
at the current time. No need for additional landfill capacity across
Aberdeen City and Shire at the current time.

Alternative Option

No reasonable alternative

Preferred Option

Flood Risk Management - SDP to require LDPs to use more
detailed flood maps/plans which sit beneath them to guide both
future allocations and the detailed requirements on specific
planning applications
No requirement for detailed flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations and the detailed
requirements on specific planning applications
Transport – SDP should continue to identify regionally significant
long term transport projects and cumulative transport
interventions
SDP should not continue to identify regionally significant long term
transport projects and cumulative transport interventions

Alternative Option
Preferred Option

Alternative Option
Preferred Option

Alternative Option

Modal Shift - At the time of the last SDP it was thought that the
issue of potential runway extension would need to be addressed
in the forthcoming SDP. However, passenger numbers at the
airport have fallen over the last two years and are only now
starting to grow again.
Stronger policies through LDPs to promote modal shift and
carried forward to development proposals
SDP to do nothing,
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3.5
Relationship with other PPS and environmental protection objectives
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that the Environmental Report
includes an outline of the relationships with other relevant PPS and how environmental
protection objectives have been taken into account in the PPS preparation. This section
covers these issues and describes the policy context within which the PPS operates, and
the constraints and targets that this context imposes on the PPS. The PPS’s thought to have
an influence on or be influenced by the strategy are identified in Table 3.5 and in more
detail in Appendix 7.1.
Table 3.6 List of other PPS and environmental protection objectives
International Level
Nature Conservation
 The Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC





The Birds Directive 2009/147/EC





Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance 1971 (Ramsar)
Nature Conservation - the Ramsar Convention





Our life insurance, our natural capital: An EU
Biodiversity Strategy to 2020
Water
 Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC









Nitrate Directive 91/43/EC




Floods Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment
and management of flood risks
Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC



Marine Strategy Framework Directive 2008/56/EC





Maritime Spatial Planning Directive 2014/89/EU
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Transposed through a combination of The
Habitats Regulations 2010 (in relation to reserved
matters) and The Conservation (Natural
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended in
Scotland).
The main legislation is the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. This Act is supplemented
by: The Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c.)
Regulations 1994 (as amended); The
Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c.) (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 (as amended); and The Nature
Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. In 2003, the
Water Framework Directive (WFD) resulted in the
Water Environment and Water Services
(Scotland) Act 2003 (WEWS Act) becoming law
in Scotland. The Marine (Scotland) Act received
Royal Assent on 10 March 2010. The purpose of
the Marine (Scotland) Act is to make provision in
relation to functions and activities in the Scottish
marine area, including provision about marine
plans, licensing of marine activities, the
protection of the area and its wildlife including
seals and regulation of sea fisheries.
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (as
amended)
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (as
amended)
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (as
amended)
the Water Environment and Water Services
(Scotland) Act 2003 (WEWS Act)
No specific legislation or regulation
Data from the nitrate monitoring network is used
to help the Scottish Government define nitrate
vulnerable zones (NVZs)
SEPA monitoring of Nitrate Vulnerable Zones
Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009
(FRM Act)
The Water Environment (Controlled Activities)
(Scotland) Regulations 2011
The Marine Strategy Regulations 2010 under
Section 2(2) of the European Communities Act
(1972)
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Scotland’s National Marine Plan 2015

Waste
 The Landfill Directive 99/31/EC
The Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC
Taking Sustainable Use of Resources Forward: A
Thematic Strategy on the Prevention and
Recycling of Waste (2005)
Landscape
 European Landscape Convention 2000 (UK
signed up in 2006)
Climate Change
 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
 The Second European Climate Change
Programme (currently in preparation)
 Carbon Capture and Storage Directive
2009/31/EC






Landfill (Scotland) Regulations 2003 and
amendments 2013
Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan (2010)
No specific legislation or regulation



No specific legislation or regulation




Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009
Climate Change Delivery Plan (Scottish
Government, 2009)
Implemented as part of the Energy Act 2013 (UK
Parliament)





National
Overarching Planning Policy
 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2006
 National Planning Framework for Scotland 3 (NPF3) (2014)
 Scottish Planning Policy 2014
Air and Climate Change
 Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005
 Scottish Climate Change Delivery Plan (2009)
 Low Carbon Scotland: Meeting Our Emissions Reduction targets 2013-2027 the Draft Second Report on
Proposals and Policies (2013)

 Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007)
 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland
 SEPA’s National air quality report (2008)
 Towards a Low Carbon Economic Strategy for Scotland (2010)
 Changing Our Ways- Scotland’s Climate Change Programme (2006)
 Tomorrow’s Climate, Today’s Challenge: UK Climate Change Programme (2006)
 Online Renewables Advice (Replaces PAN 45) for specific renewable energy technologies.
 Calculating Carbon Savings from Windfarms on Scotland’s peat lands
Heritage, Design and Regeneration
 Our Place in Time: The Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland
 Historic Environment Policy Statement (2016)
 Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014
 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1997
 Planning (Listed Building Consent and Conservation Area Consent Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations
2015
 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
 Designing Places: A Policy Statement for Scotland (2001)
 Designing Streets: A Policy Statement for Scotland (2010)
 People and Place: A Policy Statement for Scotland (2006)
 Green Infrastructure: Design and Placemaking (2011)
Soil and Landscape
 The Scottish Soil Framework (2009)
 Scottish Landscape Forum: Scotland’s Living Landscape (2007)
 Scotland’s Living Landscapes: Places for People (2007)
 Guidance on Local Landscape Designations (SNH, Historic Scotland, 2006)
Cross-Sectoral
 Natural Resource Productivity (2009)
 Low Carbon Infrastructure Transition Programme 2014
 Making things to last: Circular Economy Strategy for Scotland 2016
 National Performance Framework 2016
 Low carbon economy strategy 2010
 Scotland’s Agenda for Cities 2016

29

 Scottish Economic Strategy (2015)
 Getting the best from our land: A land use strategy for Scotland 2011
 Scotland’s National Transport Strategy (2006)
 Strategic Transport Projects Review (2009)
 Choosing Our Future: Scotland’s Sustainable Development Strategy (2005)
 Building a Better Scotland Infrastructure Investment Plan: Investing in the Future of Scotland (2005)
 PAN 63: Waste Management Planning
 PAN 65: Planning and Open Space
 PAN 75: Transport and Planning
 PAN 76: New Residential Streets
 PAN 77: Designing Safer Places
 PAN 78: Inclusive Design
 SEPA One Planet Prosperity – Our regulatory strategy
Homes, Population and Health
 Homes Fit for the 21st Century: The Scottish Government’s Strategy and Action Plan for Housing in the
Next Decade 2011-2020 (2011)
 Action Plan for Housing in the Next Decade 2011-2020 (2011)
 All Our Futures: Planning for a Scotland with an Ageing Population (2007)
 Reaching Higher- Building on the Success of Sport 21 (2007) (Scotland’s Sport Strategy)
 Firm Foundation – The Future of Housing in Scotland: A Discussion Forum
 Let’s Make Scotland More Active: A Strategy for Physical Activity (2003)
 Equality Act 2010
 Disability Discrimination Acts 1995 and 2005
 SEPA Report: Incineration of Waste and Reported Human Health Effects
 Scottish Executive Reaching Higher – Building on the Success of Sport 21 (2007)
 ‘Making the Links: greenspace for a more successful and sustainable Scotland’ (2009)
 Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003
 Scottish Outdoor Access Code
 Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015
Natural Conservation and Biodiversity
 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
 The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004
 Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) (Act) 2011 (e.g. in tackling invasive non-native species)
 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended)
 2020 Challenge for Scotland’s Biodiversity: A Strategy for the Conservation and Enhancement of
Biodiversity in Scotland (2013)
 Scotland's Biodiversity: It's in Your Hands. A strategy for the conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity in Scotland (2004)
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 1994 (as amended)
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2007
 Scottish Landscape Forum’ (2007) Scotland’s living landscapes
 State of Scotland’s Green Space 2009
 UK Biodiversity Action Plan 1994
 Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland Removal
 Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006
 Making the Links: Greenspace for a more successful and sustainable Scotland (2009)
Food and Agriculture
 Scotland’s National Food and Drink Policy (2009)
 Scottish Rural Development Programme
 Whole farm review scheme (2014)
 Farming For a Better Climate
Water, Marine and Coastal
 Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 (as amended)
 Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003
 The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009
 River Basin Management Plan for the Scotland river basin district: 2015-2027
 River Dee Catchment management Plan
 Scottish Water Strategic Asset and Capacity Development Plan (2009)
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 SEPA Groundwater Protection Policy for Scotland v3: Environmental Policy 19 (SEPA)
 Action Programme for Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (Scotland) Regulations 2008)
 Our Seas – a shared resource. High Level Marine Objectives (2009)
 Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
 SEPA Indicative Flood Map 2014
 CIRIA SUDS manual C753 – All SUDS (water quality and quantity)
 Scotland’s National Marine Plan 2015
 UK Marine Policy Statement 2011
 Scottish Executive Marine and Coastal Strategy (2005)
Waste
 Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan (2010)
 SEPA Guidelines for Thermal Treatment of Municipal Waste
 One Planet Prosperity – A Waste to Resources Framework

Regional
Cross-Sectoral
 North East Scotland Fish Processing Strategy Report 2015
 The Land Based Sector in NE Scotland 2016
 Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire Tourism Strategy 2013
 North East Scotland Food and Drink Strategy 2015
 NE Sustainable Energy Action Plan (Aberdeen City, Shire, Moray and Angus) Draft
 Economic Growth Framework for North East Scotland
 ‘Building on Energy Delivering the Vision for 2025’ The Economic Action Plan for Aberdeen City and
Shire 2013-2018
 Regional Transport Strategy
 Revised Regional Transport Strategy 2021
 Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan
 Provisional North East Regional Economic Strategy
Nature Conservation & Biodiversity
 North East of Scotland Local Biodiversity Action Plan
 Forest and Woodland Strategy for Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen
Water
 River Dee Catchment Management Plan (2007)
 North East Flood Risk Management Strategy 2015
 North East Local Flood Risk Management Plan 2016-2022

Local Level
Air & Climate
 Aberdeenshire Council Climate Change Action Plan 2011 – 2015
 Aberdeenshire Air Quality Reports 2011
 Aberdeen City Air Quality Action Plan
 Powering Aberdeen: Aberdeen City Council Climate Change Action Plan
Soil
 Aberdeenshire Council Contaminated Land Strategy 2011
Access, Landscape, Population & Human Health
 Aberdeenshire Core Paths Plan 2013
 Aberdeen City Core Paths Plan
 Aberdeenshire Council Parks and Public Open Spaces Strategy 2010
 Banff and Buchan Landscape Character Assessment Report (1997)
 South and Central Aberdeenshire LCA (1998)
 Aberdeen City Landscape Character Assessment
 Aberdeenshire Open Space Strategy
 Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit
 Aberdeen Open Space Audit
Waste
 Aberdeen City Waste Strategy 2010-2025
 Aberdeenshire Council Integrated Sustainable Waste Management Strategy
Community Planning
 Aberdeenshire Community Plans (by Area)
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 Aberdeenshire Community Local outcomes improvement plans
 Aberdeen City Community Plans (by Area)
 Aberdeen City Community Local outcomes improvement plans
Historic Environment
 Aberdeenshire Council Historic Environment Strategy
 Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Strategy 2014-17
Housing
 Aberdeenshire Local Housing Strategy 2012-2017
 Aberdeen City Local Housing Strategy
Land Use
 Aberdeen City Local Development Plan 2017
 Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2017
 Region Land Use Strategy Pilot - Aberdeenshire Council
 Aberdeenshire Forest and Woodland Strategy
Economic Development
 Aberdeen- The Smarter Way
 Aberdeen 5 Year business Plan 2013-2018
 Aberdeenshire Regeneration Strategy 2016
 Aberdeen City Centre Masterplan 2015
 Aberdeenshire Economic Development Strategy 2013-2016
Water
 Local Flood Risk Management Plans

The key points of relevance for the SDP and the SEA, drawn from the common themes of
the plans and programmes above, are to:
 Promote sustainable development within the Strategic Development Plan Area;
 Promote mitigation of and adaption to the effects of climate change;
 Support strategies to limit or reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases;
 Focus on the sustainable use of natural resources and encourage increased use of
renewable energy resources and more efficient use of energy;
 Promote sustainable economic development and regeneration;
 Encourage sustainable transport, waste management, regeneration of previously
developed land and rural development;
 Promote sustainable alternatives to car and reduce congestion traffic pollution
through walking, cycling and the location of facilities;
 Promote good design, safe environment, clean environment and good quality
services;
 Protect and enhance biodiversity, species and habitats. Avoid adverse effects on
biodiversity, including protected sites and species, but also in relation to wider
ecological networks;
 Promote the sustainable management of soils. Explore scope to achieve
enhancement of soil resources, including through derelict and contaminated land
remediation and redevelopment;
 Maintain, protect and enhance landscape character and cultural assets, including
character of the built environment. Protect designated and less formally recognised
historic buildings, sites and landscapes;
 Promote sustainable and efficient use of water and enhance the environmental
quality of water and the biodiversity it supports;
 Avoid adverse effects on the water environment or add to or create any significant
flood risks and actively promote sustainable flood risk management;
 Promote strategies that do not degrade the coastal environment;
 Promote mitigation and adaption to the effects of climate change;
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Set the framework for development consents for major residential, commercial, retail,
employment, infrastructure and sport developments;
Reduce social exclusion and inequalities;
Address housing need and demand, including affordable housing;
Support sustainable food production;
Enhance opportunities for public access to the natural environment;
Increase community engagement with the natural environment;
Promote strategies that do not degrade the coastal environment;
Reduce social exclusion and inequalities;
Consider the availability and accessibility of land for development.

3.6
Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
Schedule 3 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires the Environmental
Report to include a description of “the relevant aspects of the current state of the
environment and the likely evolution thereof without the implementation of the Plan or
Programme”, and “the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly
affected”. The provision of this information allows a description of the relevant
environmental context within which the Strategic Development Plan will operate and the
constraints and targets that this context imposes on the PPS. The detailed analysis of the
baseline data is presented in Appendix 7.2.
3.7
Likely evolution of the environment without SDP
Future changes to the environmental baseline are inevitable due to natural processes but
also due to human activities that are unconnected with the strategy. Without this the Plan
it is envisaged that the likely future changes to the environmental baseline are inevitable
due to natural processes but also due to human interventions that are unconnected with
the strategy. Table 3.5 indicates the likely evolution of the baseline in relation to each SEA
topic without the SDP. It will be important to take account of this likely evolution in
developing the strategy, recognising the limits imposed by its strategic, high-level nature.
Table 3.7: Likely Evolution of the Baseline without SDP
SEA Topic
Likely Evolution of the Baseline


Biodiversity,
flora & fauna






Landscape


Cultural
Heritage




Adverse and positive effects on biodiversity caused by other plans and activities will
continue.
Despite a range of PPS to tackle the issue current trends still suggest continued loss and
fragmentation of habitats and the loss of species numbers and biodiversity.
The potential protection offered through the SDP would not occur. This may result in
further fragmentation of habitats, loss of biodiversity due to unplanned development
in potentially sensitive and/or designated areas.
Other PPS may reduce the impact of current trends and issues.
The steady evolution of the landscape in relation to human activity, biological process
and climate will continue. Landscape will continue to be influenced by a range of
plans, polices and by culture.
Greenfield sites may be built on rather than brownfield sites thus affecting landscape
character and not addressing the issue of regenerating brownfield sites which may
have land contamination issues.
There would be a greater risk of unplanned and sporadic development potentially
affecting sensitive landscape characters and diluting rural character. Sporadic
development would result in pockets of noise and light pollution.
The absence of a design policy could affect the quality of the built environment and
affect sense of place.
Existing impacts and benefits on the historic environment in relation to economic
development will remain.
The absence of design policies could affect the built and historic environment.
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Air





Climatic
Factors








Water







Population &
Human Health








Soil






Material
Assets




Negative and positive effects on the historic environment may not occur if the plan is
not in place (this includes regeneration and preservation).
Without the plan air quality may continue to decrease in Aberdeen City.
Other PPS will affect air quality issues such as the regional and local transport
strategies.
Air quality issues in urban centres are likely to become a focus of plans and polices
with significant efforts to improve quality. Measures may include green infrastructure
such as trees.
The effects of climate change on the environment, economy and society will
increase.
Some opportunities for early planning and activity to mitigate and adapt to these
changes will be missed.
Developments could occur in inappropriate locations and result in increased
commuting and greenhouse gas emissions.
Without a strong policy framework energy efficiency measures in new developments
may not occur.
There may be increased risk of flooding due to the effects of climate change and
also cumulative effects of development and pressure on flood plains.
Other PPS will affect climatic factors.
The focus on water environmental quality and management provided by European
directives will continue with improvements in quality.
However, climate change and associated land use changes, including potentially an
intensification of agriculture, will increasingly impact on the water environment.
Adverse effects on water quality would remain in the absence of the strategy. The
pressure for water abstraction is related to the level of development proposed.
Construction associated with other plans would still occur and agricultural run-off
would continue to cause pollution of water bodies.
Population is likely to continue to increase in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire.
Health issues associated with inactivity and old age are likely to increase. Population
of the region would continue to grow in the 65+ age group.
Without development and positive action there will be a falling demand on schools
and an increase of pressure on health facilities.
Return to previous trend leading to higher house prices, lack of availability of
affordable homes and increasing pressure on infrastructure, the built and natural
environment.
Sporadic and unplanned development may limit or restrict access to greenspace and
active travel opportunities.
Without the plan air quality may continue to decrease in Aberdeen City.
In the near future soil quality is unlikely to get the focus it deserves given its significance
to society. There is currently no specific international or national legislation for the
protection of soils.
This may be a reflection of the fact that there is no specific international and national
legislation for protecting soils.
In the medium to long term soil impact and soil quality issues are likely to become
significant enough for an increased focus and effort in their protection and
enhancement.
Impacts on soil caused by development of the strategy may not occur although
impacts on soil and agricultural land with proposals within other plans and human
activities would remain.
Other PPS such as the Local Housing Strategies are likely to affect soils however
strategies such as the Aberdeenshire Forestry and Woodland Strategy may have a
positive impact.
Continuation of current trend/issues with no remediation leading to loss of ground
water resource, soil resource and adverse effects on public health.
Continuation of current trend although other PPS may have an impact on reducing
reliance on landfill disposal of waste.
Without planned development and a strategic approach to infrastructure shortfalls
may occur in the level of facilities to meet the needs of the population.
Other PPS such as regional transport strategy may have an impact on material assets.
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4 Environmental problems
The key environmental problems of relevance to the strategy are presented in Table 4.1 based on an analysis of the
baseline and its likely evolution. It will be important to take account of these factors in developing the strategy.
Table 4.1: Environmental Problems
Topic
Issues/Trends



Biodiversity, flora & fauna





















Landscape

Possible role of the SDP

Potential disturbance to and loss of biodiversity from
development.
Continuing need to protect internationally, nationally and
locally designated sites, and enhance where possible.
Decrease and/or fragmentation and reduced quality of semi
natural habitats.
Potential impacts on protected and non-protected species
from development.
Potential reduced quality and loss of green space, green
linkages, wildlife corridors to developments, habitat networks
and blue/green infrastructure.
Pressure on River Dee SAC from further abstraction of water
and impact on species within the SAC.




Coalescence
of
communities
through
urban
expansion/ribbon development.
Loss of diversity in the landscape and its character.
Capacity of landscapes to absorb development and change.
Impact on undeveloped, remote and wild countryside and
coasts.
Erosion of rural character through suburbanisation and the
intrusion of noise and light pollution.
Potential of large scale windfarms to adversely impact on
landscape.
Poor settlement design that is not integrated into the
landscape.
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The SDP could protect and enhance biodiversity through
minimising the impact on protected and non-protected
designations, species and habitats. The spatial strategy may
assist with this.
The SDP can only indirectly influence the condition of
designated and protected sites through partnership working
and controlling land use changes around these sites. However
it can have additional influence through policy
implementation.
The SDP can help to achieve biodiversity action plan targets
by including supportive policies.
The SDP can contribute to biodiversity within development
e.g. through requiring regional/local greenspace provision.
The SDP recognising the biodiversity value of marine areas.
The SDP can facilitate cross boundary green network
connectivity.
The SDP should take landscape setting into consideration
when determining the spatial strategy and setting the
direction for planned development.
The SDP could continue to require the use of green belt to
protect the landscape setting of Aberdeen.
The SDP could consider the priority given to the development
of brownfield land.
The SDP has the opportunity to include requirements for
greenspace provision and consideration of design/sense of
place, including the historic character of an area
The SDP will consider how it could address the issue of
windfarms in conjunction with LDP’s.



Cultural Heritage



Vulnerability of historic and cultural heritage assets to
insensitive developments.
Loss of heritage resources of regional and national
significance.
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The SDP will take into account urban form, settlement patterns
and the desire to protect diversity and identity throughout the
region.
The SDP should take the setting of significant historic
environment assets and landscapes into consideration when
determining the spatial strategy and setting the direction for
planned development.
The SDP should encourage the use of cultural assets as tourism
and active living opportunities, including within new
developments.








Greenhouse gas emissions – related to transport and energy
demands.
The need to adapt to predicted climate change and its
potential impacts (e.g. Extreme weather events and sea level
rises).
Coastal flood risk and coastal erosion.
New development in floodplains alongside increase in flood
risk arising from predicted climate change.
Continuing reliance on the car to travel to work and growing
travel distances.
Potential need for strategic waste management facilities.
Opportunities to support development of renewable energy
(including off-shore).











Climatic Factors
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The SDP should encourage the use of renewable energy
sources and energy efficiency measures in new development.
The SDP should take account of requirements for reduction in
waste to landfill and the need for alternative waste
management facilities.
The SDP can consider the effects of climate change on new
development, including the location of development,
building design, reducing flood risk and reducing storm
damage.
The SDP should consider the potential greenhouse gas impact
when determining the spatial strategy.
The SDP has to play in supporting through its policies the priority
of travel modes identified in Scottish Planning Policy
paragraph 273, with a view to reducing reliance on the
private car and associated emissions and a modal shift
towards public transport and active travel.
The SDP through its policies can support renewable energy
developments in appropriate locations.
The SDP can support greenspace design and layout that
contributes to reducing climatic factors such as urban heat
islands, helps with flood management and risk reduction, etc.
The SDP can focus development in areas where issues such as
disturbance of carbon rich soils (and associated peatland
habitats) releases carbon into the atmosphere are avoided.
The SDP can play a role in protecting carbon rich soils and
peatland habitats when identifying allocations and through
strategic policies.



Air Quality













The SDP should identify the means to reduce reliance on the
car and direct development to accessible locations which
can be served by modes of public transport. The
implementation of the SDP should minimise car dependence,
air pollution and nuisance.

Water bodies in close proximity to main roads are at risk from
pollution caused by the impacts of contaminated surface
water run-off from roads.
Agriculture and forestry can lead to losses of nutrients to the
water environment
Over-abstraction in an area of relatively low water
productivity in the area leading to environmental impacts on
river reaches, groundwater sources, lakes/ lochs and the
habitats and species that rely on them.
Historical soil contamination, in and around previous industrial
areas in the area, is a key source of groundwater pollution.
Region has fragile river systems of international importance
which are sensitive to pollution and hydrological changes.
There is some alteration to beds, banks and shores of rivers,
lochs and coastal waters (such as straightening, culverting
and modifying riparian habitats).



The SDP can only directly influence the condition of the water
resource through partnership working, controlling urban land
use changes and policy development.
The SDP should minimise water pollution and avoid impacts on
the qualifying interests of the River Dee Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) that would lead to an adverse effect on
the integrity of the SAC’.
The implementation of the SDP should improve water quality
and ensure sustainable use of water
The SDP should ensure that new development does not require
water abstraction at unsustainable levels.
The SDP can influence the condition of beds, banks, shores
and riparian habitat through partnership working and
controlling urban land use changes.
The SDP will recognise protected areas throughout Aberdeen
City and Aberdeenshire (including by not limited to SSSIs, SPAs,
SACs)
The SDP should recognise the importance that the water
environment, in general, has for people and biodiversity.

Water



Levels of NO2 and PM10 increasing and resulting in poorer air
quality particularly in Aberdeen City, as a result of road
transport, increasing traffic flows and congestion.
Increased area emissions of air pollutants in city/ town centres
caused by increased development of city/ town centres for
retail, business and leisure, without adequate provision of new
public transport infrastructure.
Need to encourage more sustainable forms of transport.









38




Population






Human Health





Quality of place making through design quality including
secure by design and open space.
Lack of affordable housing and variety of house types to suit
various needs throughout the region.
Changing demographics – ageing population.
Continuing trend of losing young educated adults – “brain
drain”.
The population is increasing and this trend is projected to
continue.
This may assist in economic growth and protection of existing
services but will impact on the built and natural environment.



Access to greenspace and active travel opportunities
Opportunity for Core Path Plans throughout the area to link
with new developments and assist in creating accessible
communities with reduction in need for car travel.
Elevated levels of NO2 and PM10 have a negative impact on
human health, particularly among vulnerable groups.
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This is the area of which the SDP has the most direct influence
as it sets the housing allocation taking population change,
house type, tenure, specific needs and affordable housing
into consideration.
The SDP will set the framework and direction for future
sustainable economic growth across the region.
The SDP should take into account the needs of all sectors of
society.

The SDP will set the framework for the provision of open space
and sporting facilities through implementation of the local
development plans.
The SDP could contribute to reduced reliance on the car and
direct development to accessible locations which can be
served by public transport, cycling and walking.
The implementation of the SDP should minimise car
dependence, air pollution and noise nuisance.




Soil






Material Assets













Increased development of land on the fringes of urban areas
resulting in soil sealing/loss.
Agriculture and forestry can lead to soil erosion. Soil pollution
due to use of pesticides within agricultural. Potential for misuse
or leakages resulting in pollution incidents.
Contaminated land and its impacts on land use and soil
quality. Need to prevent future land contamination.
Loss of prime agricultural land through development.
Loss of land to permanent development.
Soil erosion is a continuing problem in Scotland and there are
concerns about loss of soil organic matter and soil sealing by
impermeable surfaces associated with buildings and roads.
Loss of soil organic matter (which acts as a carbon store) will
result in increased carbon dioxide emissions.
Compaction/structural degradation and loss of soil
biodiversity



Ongoing need to reduce reliance on landfill sites.
Brownfield sites vacant within the region.
Continuing demand for mineral extraction.
Capacity and use of existing road and rail infrastructure.
Pressure to expand Aberdeen Airport.
Desire to protect and expand ports/harbours in the region.
Pipelines throughout the region constraining land for
development.
Pressure on water infrastructure to cope with new
development.
Opportunity to promote sites for renewable energy and the
need to upgrade electricity transmission networks.



40










The implementation of the SDP should avoid soil
contamination.
The SDP will set the framework for ensuring that new
developments contain the appropriate drainage methods
such as SUDS.
The SDP can set the agenda for remediation of contaminated
land thereby improving the environment and well-being.
The SDP will ensure that soil erosion and handling is minimised
and the physical health and biodiversity is protected.
The SDP will ensure that soil loss and erosion is minimised and
that the biodiversity contained is protected.

The SDP should promote the waste hierarchy and reduce
reliance on landfill sites through the provision of alternative
waste processing and treatment facilities, including recycling.
The SDP should take existing and future infrastructure
requirements (schools, roads, hospitals, community facilities
etc) into consideration when consulting on the Main Issues
Report and developing the spatial strategy.
The SDP should promote the development of renewable
energy sources and necessary grid upgrades.

5 Assessment of Vision/Objectives/Spatial Strategy/Preferred Options
5.1
Assessment of Vision
It seeks to be more attractive, prosperous, resilient and sustainable European city region and an excellent place to live,
visit and do business; with focus on energy, bio-pharmaceuticals, tourism and food, drink and primary industries, qualities
of our environment, high quality of life, being sustainable, climate change and creating a more inclusive society.
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Will the vision

To ensure the
protection and
enhancement of
biodiversity, priority
habitats and
species, ecological
functions, capacity
and habitat
connectivity

Protect (and enhance where appropriate)
priority species, habitats and sites designated for
their nature conservation value?
Ensure the sustainable management of natural
habitats and ecosystems within their limits and
capacities?
Avoid habitat fragmentation and provide
opportunities for habitat creation and/or
restoration?
protect and enhance the services provided to
society by the environment
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Comments(long-term, short-term and
medium-term reversibility or irreversibility
of affects, risks, duration (permanent,
temporary)

+/-

+/ - -

Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions.
Unlike the vision in the present SDP, the
proposed visions empathises resilience,
incorporation of food and drink industry
and social, economic and
environmental dimensions. The new
vision should be more sustainable. Unlike
the vision in the present SDP, the
proposed visions empathises resilience,
incorporation of food and drink industry
and social, economic and
environmental dimensions. The new
vision should be more sustainable

Mitigation

Objective

Alternative
Option

Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

SEA Topic

Preferred
Options

Table 5.1 Assessment of Vision

Population

To ensure the
protection and
enhancement of
human health

+/-

+/ - -

+/-

+/- -

Promote opportunities for improved personal
and community health?
Protect and enhance the essential services
provided to society by the natural environment

Protect and
enhance human
health

Human Health

Adversely affect human health?

Make provision for and improve quantity and
quality of open space and sporting facilities?
Maintain links between areas and recreational
sites, increasing healthy sporting activities?

To protect and
improve human
health and
wellbeing through
improved
environmental
quality

Promote opportunities to improve options for the
public to use alternate modes of transport than
the private car?
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Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable
Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable

Minimise the loss of carbon rich soils?

To protect and
enhance the quality
of the water
environment which
includes surface,
marine and
groundwater
resources

Protect and improve surface, groundwater and
coastal water quality?

Water

Soil

To maintain or
improve soil quality
and prevent any
further degradation
of soils through land
use

+/-

+/ - -

+/-

+/ - -

Minimise conflict with existing land use patterns?
Help optimise ecosystem functions of soil to
society in terms of protection and enhancement
and their ecosystem services?

Result in changes to river flows?
Will the strategy result in changes to
groundwater levels?
Contribute towards achievement of Good
Ecological Potential/Status?
Maintain and enhance the ecosystem services
provided by the water environment?
Avoids an adverse effect on the integrity of the
River Dee SAC?
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Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable
Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable

To regulate and
maintain the quality
of the air

+/-

+/- -

+/-

+/ -

Air

Reduce or minimise air pollution through the
location of development within SGAs and close
to existing public transport links?

To limit the causes,
effects of and
adaptation to
climate change

Climatic Factors

Limit the ability of the natural systems to provide
clean air, climate regulation and personal
wellbeing?

Result in the implementation of appropriate
adaptations to reduce vulnerability to the
effects of climate change?
Reduce or minimise greenhouse gas emissions?
Will the strategy have the potential to cause or
exacerbate flooding?
Have the potential to help alleviate flooding?
Reduce or minimise energy use and maximise
use of exploitable renewable resources?
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Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable
Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions.
Unlike the vision in the present SDP, the
proposed visions empathises resilience,
incorporation of food and drink industry
and social, economic and
environmental dimensions. The new
vision should be more sustainable

Material Assets

To protect and
enhance, where
appropriate, built,
natural and historic
assets and open
space

Minimise the demand for raw materials?

+/-

Reduce pressure other social, physical and
energy infrastructure?
Promote recycling of resources?
Safeguard aesthetic information; promote
recreation, cultural, artistic, spiritual and historic
interests?
Promote education and science?
Conserve or enhance historic buildings, places
and spaces?
Avoid or minimise damage to archaeology or
geologically important sites?
Promote the sustainable use and management
of material assets.
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+/ - -

Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable

Cultural Heritage (including
architectural and
Archaeological Heritage)

Promote protect
and, where
appropriate,
enhance the historic
environment

+/-

+/- -

+/-

+/ - -

Promote where appropriate enhance the
historic environment?
Impact on the landscape setting of
Aberdeenshire or any historic features or sites?

To protect and
enhance landscape
character and other
protected features

Landscape

Protect the historic environment?

Avoid or minimise adverse visual impacts or
impacts on setting?
Avoid or minimise adverse impacts or changes
to landscape character?
Avoid adverse effects on protected/designated
landscapes townscapes or seascapes?
Protect and enhance the services provided to
society by landscape, in particular the relevant
cultural services.
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Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable
Aspiration in the vision is very general
and may be promotional regarding the
existing energy, tourism, food and drink
industry, energy as well as biopharmaceuticals. There are elements of
existing development and environmental
protect aspirations and our assessment
reflects our view regarding the
assessment questions. Unlike the vision in
the present SDP, the proposed visions
empathises resilience, incorporation of
food and drink industry and social,
economic and environmental
dimensions. The new vision should be
more sustainable

5.2
Assessment of Spatial Strategy
Maintaining the proposals within the Existing Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire SDP with minimal modification
concentrating on areas where public and private investment can be targeted to facilitate growth and regeneration
making use of improved transportation and available master plans for the city and towns. Development will target
Aberdeen to Peterhead, Aberdeen to Huntly, excluding junctions of AWPR and Westhill.

Will the spatial strategy

To ensure the
protection and
enhancement of
biodiversity, priority
habitats and species,
ecological functions,
capacity and habitat
connectivity

Protect (and enhance where appropriate)
priority species, habitats and sites designated
for their nature conservation value?

+/- -

--

Ensure the sustainable management of
natural habitats and ecosystems within their
limits and capacities?
Avoid habitat fragmentation and provide
opportunities for habitat creation and/or
restoration?
protect and enhance the services provided
to society by the environment
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Comments(long-term, short-term and
medium-term reversibility or irreversibility of
affects, risks, duration (permanent,
temporary)
The proposed development is likely to take
both brownfield and some limited amount
of Greenfield land. Such development is
likely to have long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions linked to
biodiversity through the loss of habitats,
habitat fragmentation or disturbance to
species that use the site as a habitat. The
proposed allocation is adding in hundreds
than thousands and should be more positive
for the environment. The assessment reflects
our view.

Mitigation

Objective

Alternative
Option

Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

SEA Topic

Preferred
Options

Table 5.2 Assessment of Spatial Strategy

Population

To ensure the
protection and
enhancement of
human health

++

+

++/-

--

Promote opportunities for improved personal
and community health?
Protect and enhance the essential services
provided to society by the natural
environment

Protect and enhance
human health

Human Health

Adversely affect human health?

Retain and improve
quality, quantity and
connectivity of
publicly accessible
open space

Make provision for and improve quantity and
quality of open space and sporting facilities?
Maintain links between areas and
recreational sites, increasing healthy sporting
activities?
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The proposed development likely to have
long-term positive effects on assessment
questions insofar as there is more efficient
supply of housing for diverse groups of
people in the City and Shire. It will also
promote social justice for people with no
access to housing now gaining access to
housing if they are affordable. The proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds than
thousands and should be more positive for
the environment. The assessment reflects our
view.
The proposed development is likely to have
long-term mixed effects on assessment
questions. Provision of new housing in
conformity with new building standards can
enhance good since new homes are more
energy efficient than the existing stock; they
reduce running costs and assist in
decreasing fuel poverty. However, poor air
quality is likely to have long-term of effect
on human health. There are areas in the City
breaching air quality objectives and there
are other areas approaching the objective
in the Shire. Any developments around
these areas are likely to have adverse effect
on human health. The proposed allocation is
adding in hundreds than thousands and
should be more positive for the
environment. The assessment reflects our
view.

Soil

To protect and
enhance soils and
land use

Minimise the loss of carbon rich soils?

-

Minimise conflict with existing land use
patterns?
Help optimise ecosystem functions of soil to
society (e.g. supporting agriculture and low
carbon economic activity in rural area which
could support biodiversity, creating a
platform for construction)?
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-

The proposed development is likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse impact on
assessment questions as conflicts can arise
with existing land use and carbon rich soils
may be affected if care is not taken. But
these effects are unlikely to be significant.
In general however, housing development
and construction is likely to have short-term
adverse effects on soil through soil erosion,
desegregation, compaction and pollution
during construction phases. Depending on
how completed buildings are managed
and operated, the plan is likely to have short
to medium-term mixed effects on soil
(through loss, sealing, erosion and
compaction).
The preferred and alternative options are
likely to have similar effects on soil,

To protect and
enhance the quality
of the water
environment and
surface and
groundwater
resources

Protect and improve surface, groundwater
and coastal water quality?

+/- -

--

Result in changes to river flows?
Will the strategy result in changes to
groundwater levels?

Water

Contribute towards achievement of Good
Ecological Potential/Status?
Maintain and enhance the ecosystem
services provided by the water environment?

Limit the ability of the natural systems to
provide clean air, climate regulation and
personal wellbeing?

Air

To regulate and
maintain the quality of
the air

51

--

--

The proposed development is likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse impact on
assessment questions.
Besides, development could potentially
have short-term negative impacts on water
through a change in water table, stream
flows, site water budgets, localised flooding,
silt deposition and water-borne pollution.
Inevitably, some localised impacts on
watercourses would occur due to the
development. Without the assessment and
approval of Scottish Waters, the scale of
housing development proposed in the SDP
can have a long-term effect on water
abstraction. The proposed allocation is
adding in hundreds than thousands and
should be more positive for the
environment. The assessment reflects our
view.
The proposed development is likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse impact on
assessment questions. More generally The
scale of developments proposed is likely to
have long-term effect on travel and air
quality, particularly in towns and Aberdeen
City where air quality is an issue, particularly
in air quality management areas in the City.
The assessment for preferred and alternative
options is similar.

Climatic Factors

To limit the causes,
effects of and
adaptation to climate
change

Result in the implementation of appropriate
adaptations to reduce vulnerability to the
effects of climate change?
Reduce or minimise greenhouse gas
emissions?
Will the strategy have the potential to cause
or exacerbate flooding?
Have the potential to help alleviate flooding?
Reduce or minimise energy use and maximise
use of exploitable renewable resources?

52

+/- -

--

The proposed development is likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse impact on
assessment questions. Overall while CO2
emission is improving in the City and the
Shire, the scale of development could have
a long-term negative impact on climate
due to increased use of resources and
increased emissions. Operation and
management of existing built environment
and new buildings will increase resource
use. On the other hand, new buildings are
more efficient than existing stock of
buildings. Therefore if degraded housing
stock is redeveloped through regeneration,
the impact on climate is likely to have longterm positive effects. The proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds than
thousands and should be more positive for
the environment. The assessment reflects our
view.

Material Assets

To protect and
enhance, where
appropriate, built,
natural and historic
assets and open
space

Minimise the demand for raw materials?

++

++

The proposed development is likely to have
long-term positive through the creation of
housing assets of different tenures and
supporting infrastructural assets. If these
assets promote the use public transport,
walking and cycling, it is likely to be positive
to the environment. But if these new assets
encourage the use of cars and
consumption of fossil fuel, it is likely to be
negative for the environment.

+/-

+/- -

At this level it is not quite clear how the
developments would affect the historic
environment. It all depends on how and
where the developments take place and
how the
setting of areas is affected. Developments
could be designed in a way to enhance
historic features and setting. They could
accidentally affect archaeological remains.
The proposed allocation is adding in
hundreds than thousands and should be
more positive for the environment. The
assessment reflects our view.

Reduce pressure other social, physical and
energy infrastructure?
Promote recycling of resources?
Safeguard aesthetic information; promote
recreation, cultural, artistic, spiritual and
historic interests?
Promote education and science?

Cultural Heritage
(including architectural
and Archaeological
Heritage)

Conserve or enhance historic buildings,
places and spaces?

Promote protect and,
where appropriate,
enhance the historic
environment

Avoid or minimise damage to archaeology or
geologically important sites?
Conserve and enhance historic buildings,
archaeological sites, conservation areas?
Impact on the landscape setting of
Aberdeenshire or any historic features or
sites?
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Landscape

To protect and
enhance landscape
character and other
protected features

Avoid or minimise adverse visual impacts or
impacts on setting?
Avoid adverse effects on
protected/designated landscapes
townscapes or seascapes?
Protect and enhance the services provided
to society by landscape, in particular the
relevant cultural services.

54

++/-

+/- -

It is not certain how and where
developments will take place; but adopting
a precautionary approach negative impact
is likely on landscape – including weakening
the sense of place, affecting landscape
character, and setting of areas.
Development could significant improve
landscape features as well. The proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds than
thousands and should be more positive for
the environment. The assessment reflects our
view.

5.3
Assessment of Economic and related policies
This is an optimistic outlook form increased development on the basis of new road infrastructure, City Deal, promotion of
tourism, food, drink and energy. With energy included in this sector we have included energy including electricity demand
and supply, digital infrastructure as well as transportation and modal shift sections of the main issues report in this broad
assessment. If these issues are clearly defined in the proposed plan, they will be assessed separately. The alternative option
has similar proposals but less emphasis on modal shift and an emphasis more on renewables.

55

Will the spatial strategy

To ensure the protection and
enhancement
of
biodiversity, priority habitats
and species, ecological
functions, capacity and
habitat connectivity

Protect (and enhance where
appropriate) priority species,
habitats and sites designated for
their nature conservation value?

Alternative
Options

Objective

Preferred
Options

Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

SEA Topic

Table 5.3 Assessment of Economic and related policies
Comments(long-term, short-term
and medium-term reversibility or
irreversibility of affects, risks,
duration (permanent, temporary)

--

--

Increased economic
activity from
optimistic perspectives, road and harbour
infrastructure;
energy
infrastructure;
tourism, food and drink industry; digital
infrastructure are likely to have varied
impact on the this objective and related
question depending on when, where and
how they are implemented

Ensure
the
sustainable
management of natural habitats
and ecosystems within their limits
and capacities?

Taking a precautionary approach,
ambitious economic activities including
infrastructure development are likely to
have long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions linked to
biodiversity through the loss of habitats,
habitat fragmentation or disturbance to
species that use the site as a habitat. If
emphasis on renewable and modal shift
can be implemented in the proposal,
then the proposed SDP is likely to have
more positive effects than the alternative
– the existing SDP. Our assessment reflects
our view.

Avoid habitat fragmentation
and provide opportunities for
habitat
creation
and/or
restoration?
protect and enhance the
services provided to society by
the environment

56

Mitigation

Population

To ensure the protection and
enhancement of human
health

Promote
opportunities
improved
personal
community health?

++

+/-

Increased economic
activity from
optimistic perspectives, road and harbour
infrastructure;
energy
infrastructure;
tourism, food and drink industry; digital
infrastructure are likely to have varied
impact on the this objective and related
question depending on when, where and
how they are implemented
The proposed development likely to have
long-term positive effects on assessment
questions for diverse groups of people in
the City and Shire as it will provide job
opportunities

++/- -

+/- -

The proposed development is likely to
have long-term mixed effects on
assessment questions. Provision of new
infrastructure and economic activities in
more energy efficient facilities can have
long term positive effect on human
health. Improved air quality through road
improvement can be positive for heath.
Infrastructure could also diverse vehicles
from some routes to others thereby
transferring air quality problems from an
area to another in the long run. If
emphasis on renewable and modal shift
can be implemented in the proposal,
then the proposed SDP is likely to have
more positive effects than the alternative
– the existing SDP. Our assessment reflects
our view.

for
and

Protect and enhance the
essential services provided to
society
by
the
natural
environment

Protect
and
human health

Human Health

Adversely affect human health?

enhance

Make provision for and improve
quantity and quality of open
space and sporting facilities?

Retain and improve quality,
quantity and connectivity of
publicly accessible
open space

Maintain links between areas
and recreational sites, increasing
healthy sporting activities?
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To protect and enhance soils
and land use

Minimise the loss of carbon rich
soils?

-

-

Minimise conflict with existing
land use patterns?

Soil

Help
optimise
ecosystem
functions of soil to society (e.g.
supporting agriculture and low
carbon economic activity in
rural area which could support
biodiversity, creating a platform
for construction)?

Water

To protect and enhance the
quality
of
the
water
environment and surface
and groundwater resources

Protect and improve surface,
groundwater and coastal water
quality?

--

Result in changes to river flows?
Will the strategy result in changes
to groundwater levels?

--

The proposed development is likely to
have long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions as
conflicts can arise with existing land use
and carbon rich soils may be affected if
care is not taken. But these effects are
unlikely to be significant.
In
general
however,
housing
development and construction is likely to
have short-term adverse effects on soil
through soil erosion, desegregation,
compaction
and
pollution
during
construction phases. Depending on how
completed infrastructure and economic
activity are managed and operated, the
plan is likely to have short to medium-term
mixed effects on soil (through loss, sealing,
erosion and compaction.
The proposed development is likely to
have long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions.
While economic activities within the
existing food and drink industry will not
create new environmental problems,
new facilities and infrastructure could
potentially have short-term negative
impacts on water through a change in
water table, stream flows, site water
budgets, localised flooding, silt deposition
and water-borne pollution. Inevitably,
some localised impacts on watercourses
would occur due to the development.

Contribute
towards
achievement
of
Good
Ecological Potential/Status?
Maintain and enhance the
ecosystem services provided by
the water environment?

58

Limit the ability of the natural
systems to provide clean air,
climate regulation and personal
wellbeing?

+/- -

Air

To regulate and maintain
the quality of the air

59

--

The economic development and related
infrastructures are likely to have long-term
irreversible adverse impact on assessment
questions. More generally the scale of
infrastructure
and
economic
developments could have long-term
effect on travel and air quality. Improved
air quality through road improvement
can be positive for heath. Infrastructure
could also diverse vehicles from some
routes to others thereby transferring air
quality problems from an area to another
in the long run. If emphasis on renewable
and modal shift can be implemented in
the proposal, then the proposed SDP is
likely to have more positive effects than
the alternative – the existing SDP. Our
assessment reflects our view.

Climatic Factors

To limit the causes, effects of
and adaptation to climate
change

Result in the implementation of
appropriate adaptations to
reduce vulnerability to the
effects of climate change?

+/- -

Reduce or minimise greenhouse
gas emissions?
Will the strategy have the
potential
to
cause
or
exacerbate flooding?
Have the potential
alleviate flooding?

to

--

The economic activities infrastructure
activities are likely to have long-term
irreversible adverse impact on assessment
questions. Overall while CO2 emission is
improving in the City and the Shire, but
new infrastructure can in the long run
encourage the use of cars and their fossil
fuel can increase CO2 emissions.
With an optimistic economic outlook, the
operation and management of existing
buildings within which economic activities
take place can use increase resource
use. If emphasis on renewable and modal
shift can be implemented in the proposal,
then the proposed SDP is likely to have
more positive effects than the alternative
– the existing SDP. Our assessment reflects
our view.

help

Reduce or minimise energy use
and maximise use of exploitable
renewable resources?
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Material Assets

To protect and enhance,
where appropriate, built,
natural and historic assets
and open space

Minimise the demand for raw
materials?

++

Reduce pressure other social,
physical
and
energy
infrastructure?
Promote recycling of resources?
Safeguard
aesthetic
information;
promote
recreation,
cultural,
artistic,
spiritual and historic interests?
Promote
science?

education

and

Conserve or enhance historic
buildings, places and spaces?
Avoid or minimise damage to
archaeology or geologically
important sites?

61

+

The
proposed
economic
and
infrastructure development activities are
likely to have long-term positive effects
through the creation of economic assets
and supporting infrastructural assets. If
these assets promote the use public
transport, walking and cycling, it is likely to
be positive to the environment. But if
these new assets encourage the use of
cars and consumption of fossil fuel, it is
likely to be negative for the environment.
If emphasis on renewable and modal shift
can be implemented in the proposal,
then the proposed SDP is likely to have
more positive effects than the alternative
– the existing SDP. Our assessment reflects
our view.

Cultural Heritage (including
architectural and
Archaeological Heritage)

Promote protect and, where
appropriate, enhance the
historic environment

+/-

+/--

++/- -

+/- -

Impact on the landscape setting
of Aberdeenshire or any historic
features or sites?

To protect and enhance
landscape character and
other protected features

Landscape

Conserve and enhance historic
buildings, archaeological sites,
conservation areas?

Avoid or minimise adverse visual
impacts or impacts on setting?
Avoid adverse effects
protected/designated
landscapes
townscapes
seascapes?

on
or

Protect and enhance the
services provided to society by
landscape, in particular the
relevant cultural services.

62

At this level, it is not quite clear how the
developments would affect the historic
environment. It all depends on how and
where
economic
activities
and
infrastructure developments take place
and how the setting of areas is affected.
Economic facilities could be designed in
a way to enhance historic features and
setting. They could accidentally affect
archaeological remains. If emphasis on
renewable and modal shift can be
implemented in the proposal, then the
proposed SDP is likely to have more
positive effects than the alternative – the
existing SDP. Our assessment reflects our
view.
It is not certain how and where economic
and infrastructure development activities
will take place; but adopting a
precautionary
approach
negative
impact is likely on landscape – including
weakening the sense of place, affecting
landscape character, and setting of
areas. Development could significant
improve landscape features as well. If
emphasis on renewable and modal shift
can be implemented in the proposal,
then the proposed SDP is likely to have
more positive effects than the alternative
– the existing SDP. Our assessment reflects
our view.

5.4
Assessment of Land Allocation. Housing and Employment Land
This assessment looks at all land allocation-related issues including housing, affordable housing, housing allowances and
supporting assets like mineral and waste. The significant difference between the proposed and the alternative (current
allocation) while the alternative allocation is in thousands, the proposal will only allocate hundreds of sites than thousands.

Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

To
ensure
the
protection
and
enhancement
of
biodiversity,
priority
habitats and species,
ecological
functions,
capacity and habitat
connectivity

Will the housing and related
objectives

Protect
(and
enhance
where
appropriate) priority species, habitats
and sites designated for their nature
conservation value?
Ensure the sustainable management of
natural habitats and ecosystems within
their limits and capacities?
Avoid habitat fragmentation and
provide opportunities for habitat
creation and/or restoration?
protect and enhance the services
provided to society by the environment

63

Alternative
Option

Objective

Preferred
Options

SEA Topic

Table 5.4: Assessment of Land Allocation. Housing and Employment Land

+/- -

--

Comments(long-term,
short-term and mediumterm reversibility or
irreversibility of affects, risks, Mitigation
duration (permanent,
temporary)
Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to take
both brownfield and some limited
amount of Greenfield land. Such
development is likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions
linked to biodiversity through the
loss
of
habitats,
habitat
fragmentation or disturbance to
species that use the site as a
habitat. The proposed allocation
is adding in hundreds than
thousands and should be more
positive for the environment. The
assessment reflects our view.

Population

To
ensure
protection
enhancement
human health

the
and
of

Adversely affect human health?

++

Promote opportunities for improved
personal and community health?
Protect and enhance the essential
services provided to society by the
natural environment

64

++/-

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term positive effects on
assessment questions insofar as
there is more efficient supply of
housing for diverse groups of
people in the City and Shire. It will
also promote social justice for
people with no access to housing
now gaining access to housing if
they
are
affordable.
The
proposed allocation is adding in
hundreds than thousands and
should be more positive for the
environment. The assessment
reflects our view.

Make provision for and improve
quantity and quality of open space and
sporting facilities?

Retain and improve
quality, quantity and
connectivity of publicly
accessible
open space

Maintain links between areas and
recreational sites, increasing healthy
sporting activities?

Human Health

Protect and enhance
human health

65

++/- -

+/- -

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term mixed effects on
assessment questions. Provision of
new housing in conformity with
new building standards can
enhance good since new homes
are more energy efficient than
the existing stock; they reduce
running costs and assist in
decreasing
fuel
poverty.
However, poor air quality is likely
to have long-term of effect on
human health. There are areas in
the City breaching air quality
objectives and there are other
areas approaching the objective
in the Shire. Any developments
around these areas are likely to
have adverse effect on human
health. The proposed allocation is
adding
in
hundreds
than
thousands and should be more
positive for the environment. The
assessment reflects our view.

To
protect
and
enhance soils and land
use

Minimise the loss of carbon rich soils?
Minimise conflict with existing land use
patterns?

Soil

Help optimise ecosystem functions of
soil to society (e.g. supporting
agriculture and low carbon economic
activity in rural area which could
support biodiversity, creating a platform
for construction)?

66

-

-

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions
as conflicts can arise with existing
land use and carbon rich soils
may be affected if care is not
taken. But these effects are
unlikely to be significant.
In general however, housing
development and construction is
likely to have short-term adverse
effects on soil through soil erosion,
desegregation, compaction and
pollution
during
construction
phases. Depending on how
completed
buildings
are
managed and operated, the
plan is likely to have short to
medium-term mixed effects on
soil (through loss, sealing, erosion
and compaction). The proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds
than thousands and should be
more positive for the environment.
The assessment reflects our view.

To
protect
and
enhance the quality of
the water environment
and
surface
and
groundwater resources

Protect
and
improve
surface,
groundwater and coastal water
quality?
Result in changes to river flows?
Will the strategy result in changes to
groundwater levels?

Water

Contribute towards achievement of
Good Ecological Potential/Status?
Maintain and enhance the ecosystem
services provided by the water
environment?

67

+/- -

--

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions.
Besides,
development
could
potentially
have
short-term
negative impacts on water
through a change in water table,
stream flows, site water budgets,
localised flooding, silt deposition
and
water-borne
pollution.
Inevitably,
some
localised
impacts on watercourses would
occur due to the development.
Without the assessment and
approval of Scottish Waters, the
scale of housing development
proposed in the SDP can have a
long-term
effect
on
water
abstraction.
The
proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds
than thousands and should be
more positive for the environment.
The assessment reflects our view.

Limit the ability of the natural systems to
provide clean air, climate regulation
and personal wellbeing?

Air

To
regulate
and
maintain the quality of
the air

68

+/- -

--

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions.
More generally The scale of
developments proposed is likely
to have long-term effect on travel
and air quality, particularly in
towns and Aberdeen City where
air quality is an issue, particularly in
air quality management areas in
the City. The proposed allocation
is adding in hundreds than
thousands and should be more
positive for the environment. The
assessment reflects our view.

To limit the causes,
effects
of
and
adaptation to climate
change

Result in the implementation of
appropriate adaptations to reduce
vulnerability to the effects of climate
change?

Climatic Factors

Reduce or minimise greenhouse gas
emissions?
Will the strategy have the potential to
cause or exacerbate flooding?
Have the potential to help alleviate
flooding?
Reduce or minimise energy use and
maximise use of exploitable renewable
resources?

69

+/- -

--

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term irreversible adverse
impact on assessment questions.
Overall while CO2 emission is
improving in the City and the
Shire, the scale of development
could have a long-term negative
impact on climate due to
increased use of resources and
increased emissions. Operation
and management of existing built
environment and new buildings
will increase resource use. On the
other hand, new buildings are
more efficient than existing stock
of
buildings.
Therefore
if
degraded housing stock is
redeveloped
through
regeneration, the impact on
climate is likely to have long-term
positive effects. The proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds
than thousands and should be
more positive for the environment.
The assessment reflects our view.

To
protect
and
enhance,
where
appropriate,
built,
natural and historic
assets and open space

Minimise the demand for raw materials?

++

+

+/-

+/- -

Reduce pressure other social, physical
and energy infrastructure?

Material Assets

Promote recycling of resources?
Safeguard
aesthetic
information;
promote recreation, cultural, artistic,
spiritual and historic interests?
Promote education and science?
Conserve or enhance historic buildings,
places and spaces?

Cultural Heritage
(including
architectural and
Archaeological
Heritage)

Avoid or minimise damage to
archaeology or geologically important
sites?

Promote protect and,
where
appropriate,
enhance the historic
environment

Conserve
and
enhance
buildings,
archaeological
conservation areas?

historic
sites,

Impact on the landscape setting of
Aberdeenshire or any historic features
or sites?

70

Land allocation for housing,
affordable housing, employment
land
development
and
supporting
assets
and
infrastructure are likely to have
long-term positive through the
creation of housing assets of
different tenures and supporting
infrastructural assets. If these
assets promote the use public
transport, walking and cycling, it is
likely to be positive to the
environment. But if these new
assets encourage the use of cars
and consumption of fossil fuel, it is
likely to be negative for the
environment.
The
proposed
allocation is adding in hundreds
than thousands and should be
more positive for the environment.
The assessment reflects our view.
At this level, it is not quite clear
how the developments would
affect the historic environment. It
all depends on how and where
the developments take place
and how the setting of areas is
affected. Developments could
be designed in a way to enhance
historic features and setting. They
could
accidentally
affect
archaeological remains.

Landscape

To
protect
and
enhance
landscape
character and other
protected features

Avoid or minimise adverse
impacts or impacts on setting?

visual

Avoid
adverse
effects
on
protected/designated
landscapes
townscapes or seascapes?
Protect and enhance the services
provided to society by landscape, in
particular the relevant cultural services.

71

++/- -

--

It is not certain how and where
developments will take place; but
adopting
a
precautionary
approach negative impact is
likely on landscape – including
weakening the sense of place,
affecting landscape character,
and
setting
of
areas.
Development could significant
improve landscape features as
well. The proposed allocation is
adding
in
hundreds
than
thousands and should be more
positive for the environment. The
assessment reflects our view.

5.5
Assessment of Flood Risk Management
This objective is assessed separately and not grouped with any main issue. While the preferred Option proposes the use
of flood maps/plans to guide allocation, this is not the case of the alternative

To ensure the protection
and enhancement of
biodiversity,
priority
habitats and species,
ecological
functions,
capacity and habitat
connectivity

Will the Flood Risk
Management objective

Alternative
Option

Objective

Preferred
Options

Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna

SEA Topic

Table 5.5: Assessment of Flood Risk Management

Protect (and enhance where
appropriate)
priority
species,
habitats and sites designated for
their nature conservation value?

0/-

--

Ensure
the
sustainable
management of natural habitats
and ecosystems within their limits
and capacities?
Avoid habitat fragmentation and
provide opportunities for habitat
creation and/or restoration?
protect and enhance the services
provided to society by the
environment

72

Comments(long-term, shortterm and medium-term
reversibility or irreversibility of
affects, risks, duration
(permanent, temporary)
The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral.
However,
if
planning
authorities allow departures even if
they fall in flood plain this proposal
makes no difference. The scores
reflect
our
assessment.
The
alternative will even be worse.

Mitigation

Population

To ensure the protection
and enhancement of
human health

Adversely affect human health?

0/-

Promote opportunities for improved
personal and community health?
Protect and enhance the essential
services provided to society by the
natural environment

73

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral and number of people’s
homes will be protected. However, if
planning authorities allow departures
even if they fall in flood plain this
proposal makes no difference and
many people’s buildings are at risk.
The scores reflect our assessment. The
alternative will even be worse for
populations. The alternative may
have worse effect.

Human Health

Protect and
human health

enhance

Make provision for and improve
quantity and quality of open space
and sporting facilities?

Retain
and
improve
quality, quantity and
connectivity of publicly
accessible
open space

Maintain links between areas and
recreational
sites,
increasing
healthy sporting activities?

74

0/- -

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral and number of people’s
homes will be protected. However, if
planning authorities allow departures
even if they fall in flood plain this
proposal makes no difference and
many people’s buildings are at risk.
The scores reflect our assessment. The
alternative may have worse effect.

To protect and enhance
soils and land use

Minimise the loss of carbon rich soils?

0/-

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral for soil loss through erosion,
compaction and sealing. However, if
planning authorities allow departures
even if they fall in flood plain this
proposal makes no difference. The
scores reflect our assessment. The
alternative may have worse effect.

0/-

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
positive for the water environment
and bodies. However, if planning
authorities allow departures even if
they fall in flood plain this proposal
makes no difference. The scores
reflect
our
assessment.
The
alternative may have worse effect.

Minimise conflict with existing land
use patterns?

Soil

Help optimise ecosystem functions
of soil to society (e.g. supporting
agriculture
and
low
carbon
economic activity in rural area
which could support biodiversity,
creating
a
platform
for
construction)?

Water

To protect and enhance
the quality of the water
environment and surface
and
groundwater
resources

Protect and improve surface,
groundwater and coastal water
quality?
Result in changes to river flows?
Will the strategy result in changes to
groundwater levels?
Contribute towards achievement of
Good Ecological Potential/Status?
Maintain
and
enhance
the
ecosystem services provided by the
water environment?

75

Limit the ability of the natural
systems to provide clean air, climate
regulation and personal wellbeing?

Air

To regulate and maintain
the quality of the air

76

0

0

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral for air. However, if planning
authorities allow departures even if
they fall in flood plain this proposal
makes no difference. The scores
reflect
our
assessment.
The
alternative may have the same
effect

Climatic Factors

To limit the causes, effects
of and adaptation to
climate change

Result in the implementation of
appropriate adaptations to reduce
vulnerability to the effects of climate
change?
Reduce or minimise greenhouse gas
emissions?
Will the strategy have the potential
to cause or exacerbate flooding?
Have the potential to help alleviate
flooding?
Reduce or minimise energy use and
maximise
use
of
exploitable
renewable resources?

77

+/- -

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
positive for climatic factors. However,
if
planning
authorities
allow
departures even if they fall in flood
plain this proposal is likely have
significant effects on climatic factors
through flooding and water pollution.
The scores reflect our assessment. The
alternative may have the same
effect

Material Assets

To protect and enhance,
where appropriate, built,
natural and historic assets
and open space

Minimise the
materials?

demand

for

raw

Reduce pressure other social,
physical and energy infrastructure?
Promote recycling of resources?
Safeguard aesthetic information;
promote
recreation,
cultural,
artistic,
spiritual
and
historic
interests?
Promote education and science?
Conserve or enhance historic
buildings, places and spaces?
Avoid or minimise
archaeology
or
important sites?

damage to
geologically
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0/--

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
positive for material assets. However,
if
planning
authorities
allow
departures even if they fall in flood
plain this proposal is likely have
significant effects on flooding and
destruction of people’s assets. The
scores reflect our assessment. The
alternative may have the same
effect,

Cultural Heritage (including
architectural and Archaeological
Heritage)

Promote protect and,
where
appropriate,
enhance the historic
environment

Conserve and enhance historic
buildings,
archaeological
sites,
conservation areas?
Impact on the landscape setting of
Aberdeenshire or any historic
features or sites?
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0/-

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral for material assets. However,
if
planning
authorities
allow
departures even if they fall in flood
plain this proposal is likely to expose
some historic features which are near
the surface of the soil. The scores
reflect
our
assessment.
The
alternative may be worse for historic
environment,

Landscape

To protect and enhance
landscape
character
and other protected
features

Avoid or minimise adverse visual
impacts or impacts on setting?
Avoid
adverse
effects
on
protected/designated landscapes
townscapes or seascapes?
Protect and enhance the services
provided to society by landscape,
in particular the relevant cultural
services.
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0/-

--

The proposal is for the SDP to require
future LDPs to use more detailed
flood maps/plans which sit beneath
them to guide both future allocations
and the detailed requirements on
specific planning applications. If this
planning leads to refusal to grant
planning application on the basis of
flood, the effects are likely to be
neutral for material assets. However,
if
planning
authorities
allow
departures even if they fall in flood
plain this proposal is likely to have
negative effects on landscape
through erosion
– including
weakening the sense of place,
affecting landscape character, and
setting of areas. The alternative will
be worse for landscape,

5.6
Characteristics of Areas likely to be significantly affected
The analysis of the baseline information indicates that the strategy is likely to have more significant effects on certain areas
than others. This is due to the sensitivity of those areas in terms of international, national and local designation. Although
other areas may not be designated the effects on those sites from the strategy could be cumulative. Appendix 3.4
contains information relating to the type and number of sites which are likely to be significantly affected.
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6 Assessment Mitigation and Monitoring
6.1
Alternatives to which SEA was applied
We have listed alternatives as part of this strategic environmental assessment Table 3.4 above. We have considered
alternatives within the spatial strategy, options and alternatives within the SDP objectives. We have also assessed the
vision.
6.2
Framework for assessing environmental effects
We have assessed the proposed vision, options, spatial strategy against SEA objectives and questions, incorporating
ecosystem services. These objectives and questions are listed in the assessment tables below. Using these tables, we
have predicted whether these effects are negative, positive, uncertain, mixed or neutral. We have further evaluated
the effects of the SDP MIR to determine their significance with respect to reversibility/irreversibility, risks and duration
(permanent, temporary, long-term, short-term and medium-term). We have assessed cumulative (direct, indirect,
secondary and synergistic) in Appendix 7. Symbols used and what they mean are as follows:
++
-+
0
?

Likely significant positive effects
Likely significant negative effects
Likely positive effects
Likely negative effects
Neutral effects
Uncertain effects

This report is only for the MIR. We are yet to assess the proposed and final plans. In order to ensure proportionality of the
assessment of the MIR, different aspects of the PPS are grouped together. The vision, spatial strategy and grouped issues
together with their reasonable alternatives are assed in Appendix 7.1.1-7.1.5 below.
6.3
Cumulative Effect Assessment
Paragraph 6 (e) of Schedule 3, of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that we assess the likely
significant effects on the environment, including secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects. We have assessed
cumulative effects of the MIR taking into account the information available to us. In doing so, we have considered the
evolution of the environment without the plan. We have also taken into account, environmental characteristics of areas
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likely to be significantly affected. In this report, we have assessed direct/indirect/secondary, time crowding, time lag,
space crowding, cross-boundary, nibbling and synergistic effects in gauging cumulative effects. We have presented the
detailed assessment in Appendix 7.1.6 below.
6.4
Habitats Regulations Appraisal
We will consider HRA when the proposed plan is made because of changes between the MIR and the proposed plan
that will not reflect the content of the final plan
6.5
Proposed Mitigation Measures
The SEA Directive requires that through mitigation measures, recommendations will be made to prevent, reduce or
compensate for the negative effects of implementing the strategy. The proposed framework to be adopted to mitigate
significant environmental effects is at Table 5.4. We have not presented information on any environmental issues for which
we have not identified significant effects.
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Issue

Table 6.1 Proposed Mitigation Measures
Effects



If the development of new
homes results in the
increased use of private cars
then congestion on roads
could increase and air
quality standards will be
compromised in some areas.






Air



Mitigation Measures

Policies on Air Quality in the LDPs and
supplementary guidance will be strictly
applied.
Any allocations that would have a
negative effect on air quality will be
required to comply with LDP policies and
supplementary guidance.
All of those sites that have been identified
as having the most significant impact
have been removed from the plan and
are contained only as alternatives.
The LDP teams will work with officers
implementing local and regional
strategies to encourage the integration of
developments into the existing road
network and to support the education
strategy on modal shift.
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When should mitigation
be considered?



Through the development
Management process.
When developing
masterplans, local
housing strategy, local
transport strategy.

Who is responsible
for mitigation?





The City and Shire
Development
Management
teams.
The City and Shire
LDP teams.
The City and Shire
Transportation
teams and
NESTRANS.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects





Climatic factors





New developments will have
negative effects on the
climate as they will increase
the demand for energy and
travel.
In particular increased use of
the motor car.
New developments close to
areas at risk from flooding
will exacerbate impacts of
climate change.
The scale of development
that could be
accommodated on site
could have a negative
impact on climate due to
increased use of resources to
heat and power buildings.















The delivery of local services facilities and
a mix of housing and employment types
reduce the need to travel by car and
have a positive effect on climate.
National policy requires development to
make provision for transport using the
modal hierarchy with the motor car at the
bottom.
The plan supports the use of brownfield
land for development as it is in a
sustainable location.
Any site substantially at risk from flooding
should not be identified by LDP’s and be
included only as an alternative. There are
exceptions to this, but these are included
on the basis that development on these
areas does not take place on the land at
risk from flooding.
LDP’s should aim to make the most
efficient use of infrastructure to reduce
the need for additional facilities and
associated emissions.
LDP’s and supplementary guidance
should promote energy efficiency in new
developments and the use of passive
measures to reduce energy requirements.
Promote higher densities, reducing land
take.
LDP’s should support renewable
developments in appropriate locations.
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When developing
masterplans, local
housing strategy and LDP
policies and SGs.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP Team,
Development
Management,
Building
Standards,
Transportation
teams and
NESTRANS.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects



Water



Development will have a
negative impact on water
quality and will increase
water abstraction from the
River Dee.
Significant negative impact
on water due to an
increased possibility of
leachate and
contamination.









LDP Policies on Flooding and Drainage,
SG on SUDS, Drainage Impact Assessment
and Buffer Strips will provide mitigation for
the effects of development. All
allocations that have been identified as
having a significant impact on water
quality will be required to comply with
these policies.
All sites substantially at risk from flooding
have been removed from LDPs and are
included only as alternatives. While there
are exceptions to this, but these are
included on the basis that development
on these areas does not take place on
the land at risk from flooding.
In view of the potential significant
negative impacts during implementation,
EIA will be submitted before
developments commence, and where
appropriate, Habitats Regulation
Assessment of sites that may impact on
the River Dee SAC will be undertaken.
A Habitats Regulation Assessment has
been undertaken to ensure that the risk to
the conservation status of the Natura 2000
sites have been minimised.
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Through the development
management and EIA
process.
During the Habitats
Regulation Assessment.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?





LDP Team
Development
Management
Developers

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects



Soil






Short term impacts on soil
quality during construction of
development sites,
specifically Greenfield
developments. This will have
long term irreversible
impacts.
Brownfield development has
the potential to have
positive impacts on soil
quality where there is the
requirement for remediation
of contaminated land.
Potential contamination
from waste management,
land take and sterilisation.
Significant negative impact
from increased leachate on
soil due to possible
sterilisation and
contamination. Landfill of
biodegradable waste
produces methane.








Reduce waste to landfill by providing a
spatial framework for new waste facilities
such as: recycling, composting and
thermal treatment. This could be done
through Supplementary Guidance.
Developments are encouraged to make
use of construction waste to reduce
landfill.
In view of the potential significant
negative impacts during implementation,
EIA will be submitted before
developments commence where
appropriate.
Ensure that development undertakes
remediation when required. LDP Policies
on Degraded and Contaminated Land
will ensure that this is undertaken.
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Through the Development
Management and EIA
processes.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?







LDP Teams
Development
Management
Developers
Environmental
Health
SDP Team to
produce SG on
Strategic Waste
Management
Facilities.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects



Biodiversity, flora and fauna



Greenfield development is
likely to impact negatively
on biodiversity through the
loss of habitats, habitat
fragmentation or
disturbance to species that
use the site as a habitat.
Policies included in the LDPs
that have the potential to
enhance natural heritage
within new development
areas through habitat
creation.








LDP Policies on Natural Environment and
Open Space provide protection to
biodiversity and developments that may
have significant impacts on biodiversity
are required to strictly comply with these
policies.
LDP’s should not allocate proposals with
significant impacts on biodiversity.
In view of the potential significant impacts
on biodiversity, developers will be
required to undertake EIA prior to
commencing some developments. EIA
would address issues such as creation of
wildlife corridors. An “appropriate
assessment” will be carried out where
development projects are likely to cause
a significant impact on Natura 2000 sites.
Masterplans can also address this issue.
A Habitats Regulation Assessment has
been undertaken to ensure that the risk to
the conservation status of Natura 2000
sites have been minimised.
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Site identification and
policies in LDP’s and SG.
Through the development
management and EIA
processes.
Masterplanning.
Habitats Regulation
Assessment

Who is responsible for
mitigation?





LDP Team,
Development
Management,
Developers and
Masterplan teams.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects

Cultural Heritage



Developments may
adversely affect; the built
features, their context,
pattern of past historic use,
and associations of the
historic environment, which
encompasses built heritage
features (ancient
monuments, archaeological
sites and landscapes, historic
buildings, townscapes, parks,
gardens and designed
landscapes, as well as
marine heritage) and the
context or setting in which
they sit, and the patterns of
past use, in landscapes.










LDP policies and supplementary
guidance on design and conservation
can provide more detailed policy advice
to ensure that development does not
have a significant effect on cultural
heritage.
Those sites that are expected to have the
most significant impacts should not been
included in LDP’s and only identified as
alternatives.
In view of the potential significant
negative impacts during implementation,
EIA will be submitted before development
commences where appropriate.
Design policies to ensure that new
developments protect and enhance the
historic environment.
Masterplanning to ensure that where
there is a potential impact on cultural
heritage this is minimised and where
possible value is enhanced.
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Through the development
management and EIA
processes.
Masterplanning.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP Teams,
Development
Management,
developers and
Masterplan teams.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects



Landscape







Development of the scale
proposed is likely to have
significant impact on the
setting of Aberdeen City and
other towns and villages in
Aberdeenshire.
Developments envisaged
may weaken the existing
sense of place, the identity
of existing settlements and
landscape character in
places.
Positive effects are likely
through enhancement
where the quality of the
landscape and view are
poor; where urban edges
are hard and abrupt; or
where the landscape is
scrubby and visually
exposed.
New or extended landfill sites
will impact on landscape.









LDP policies and supplementary
guidance on landscape should be
applied strictly to ensure that
development does not have a significant
negative effect.
Those sites that were expected to have
the most significant impacts should not be
included in LDP’s and should only be
identified as alternatives.
In view of the potential likely significant
negative impacts arising from the
implementation of the LDP EIA will be
submitted before developments
commence where required. Landscape
and visual assessments can be requested.
Waste volume going to landfill would be
reduced if not stopped given the planned
Aberdeen City, Aberdeen Shire and
Moray Council Incinerator project at Tory.
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Through the development
Management and EIA
processes.
Landscape assessments
and master planning of
sites.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP Team,
Development
Management,
developers and
Masterplan teams.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects



Population





Development of the p
referred option will support
an increase in the
population of Aberdeen and
provide a range of house
types and sizes to meet the
public’s needs. The plan is
likely to have long term
positive impacts on
population.
The scale of development
will provide housing that
supports the population and
will have positive effects on
population and material
assets.
Housing development is
likely to have long-term
positive effects on human
health. Provision of new
housing in conformity with
new building standards can
enhance good health and
social justice for people with
no access to housing now
gaining access to housing. In
addition as new homes are
more energy efficient than
the existing stock; they
reduce running costs and
assist in decreasing fuel
poverty.





In view of the potential significant positive
impacts that developments have on
population, collaboration will be made
with stakeholders including; landowners,
developers and housing associations to
support the scheme.
Also an appropriate mix of housing in line
with the local housing strategy should be
promoted.
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Use masterplanning of
sites to achieve an
appropriate mix of house
types and tenures

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP Team,
Masterplannig,
and Housing

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects





Human health







Development may impact
negatively on air quality,
which may affect human
health.
Development of incinerator
could have
positive/negative impacts
Increased congestion will
negatively impact on air
quality, especially in
Aberdeen City which in turn
will affect human health.
Increased rat running, as
commuters attempt to find
alternative routes in and out
of Aberdeen could also
impact negatively on human
health and safety.
There will be positive impacts
due to the provision of green
networks and cycle paths.




Policies on Air Quality in the LDPs and
supplementary guidance will be strictly
applied.
Allocations that have a negative effect
on air quality will be required to comply
with LDP policies and supplementary
guidance.
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LDP polices and
masterplans.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP team and
masterplanning
teams.

Mitigation Measures

When should mitigation be
considered?

Issue

Effects

Material Assets







The proposed level of
development will provide
large amounts of
employment land to support
expanding businesses and
attract new businesses to
Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire.
This proposed level of
development will also
provide a range of house
types and sizes including
affordable housing. There will
be a wider range of housing
and employment sites
resulting from this option.
Enhancement and improved
access to the environment.



In view of the potential significant positive
impacts that developments have on
material assets, collaboration will be
made with stakeholders including
landowners, developers, and housing
associations to support the scheme.

93





Through masterplanning
of sites to incorporate
assets in new
developments.
Provide support for sites
that have the potential to
create employment.

Who is responsible for
mitigation?



LDP Team,
Development
Management,
ACSEF

6.6
Monitoring
The Responsible Authority is required to monitor the significant environmental effects when the plan is implemented. In
doing so any potential adverse effects will be identified at an early stage and appropriate remedial action undertaken.
The framework for monitoring significant effects of the implementation of this plan is shown in the Table 5.5 below. A
monitoring framework will be incorporated into the PPS.

Effects

Table 6.2 Monitoring Plan
What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

What is the
Source of
information?

Nitrogen dioxide
emissions

Aberdeen City
Council
Local Air Quality
Management:
Progress Reports

Air

Air quality
(PM10)

Are there gaps
in the existing
info and how
can we resolve
it?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

When new Air
Quality
Management Areas
are declared.
Planning
Applications
Review of
supplementary
guidance on Air
Quality

Environmental
Health
Teams

As part of the
Air
Quality Action
Plan or
As and when is
necessary

Review
Supplementary
Guidance on Air
Quality
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Effects

What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

What is the
Source of the
information?

Increase in
carbon
footprint

Carbon footprint
Department of
Environment
and
Climate
Change LA
Estimates
North east
Scotland
Global
Reduction
Footprint Report
Carbon
management
plan monitoring
report
Monitoring of
new
development
emissions
Local Transport
Strategy
Monitoring of
modal
shift in transport
modes

Climatic factors

Increase in car
use and energy
consumption in
new
developments

Are there gaps
in the existing
information
and how can it
be resolved?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

When planning
applications are
being
approved contrary
to
Policies
When transport
monitoring shows
increases in
congestion and a
modal shift is not
occurring, i.e. use of
the car is increasing.

SDP and LDP
Teams,
Building
Standards
and
Development
Management,
Transportation

Annually

Review of
supplementary
guidance and if
mixed
use
developments
are
achieving desired
outcomes
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Effects
Water

What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

What is the
Source of the
information?

Impact on
water
quality of River
Dee
SAC
Impact of
development
on
Flooding
Impact of
development
on water
pollution

Dee catchment
management
plan
SEPA flood
monitoring and
local
authority flood
monitoring data
SNH on the
impact on
the qualifying
interests
of the River Dee
SAC.
strategy
Aberdeen City
Council
and
Aberdeenshire
Council Waste
Strategies
Flood
monitoring data
from SEPA.

Soil

Contaminated
land
Meeting landfill
allowance
targets
Soil erosion

Are there gaps
in the existing
information
and how can it
be resolved?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

When data from
SEPA and SNH
indicate potential
pollution in the Dee.
When data
indicates
that there has been
an increase in flood
incidents action
should be taken.

SEPA, SNH and
Aberdeen City
and
Aberdeenshire
Councils

As and when
flood
risk and
pollution
increases.
As part of
Biennial
Flood Reports

Review the action
programmes of
the
local
development
plans
Review
supplementary
guidance on
flooding
and drainage

If the number of
contaminated
sites/land increases
If the level of
biodegradable
Municipal waste
sent
to landfill increases
When flood events
increase

Contaminated
Land
Units, SEPA

As and when

Prepare or revise
supplementary
guidance

96

Effects

What is the
Source of the
information?

Biodiversity

Impact on the
qualifying
features of
the River Dee
SAC
Habitat
fragmentation

Dee catchment
management
plan
Open Space
Strategy
and
Greenspace
Network reviews

Impact on
Archaeological
remains
Reduced
numbers of
historic buildings
registered as ‘at
risk’

Archaeology –
number of
excavations
and
remains found
on
sites
Scottish Civic
Trust
Buildings at risk
register for
Scotland

Cultural Heritage

What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

Are there gaps
in the existing
information
and how can it
be resolved?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

When departures
against Natural
Environment and
Open Space
policies
are approved
When open space
audit indicates a
negative impact on
habitats
When there is an
increase in
Archaeological
remains being
discovered
When the number of
buildings on the ‘at
risk’ register remains
static or increases

SDP and LDP
Teams,
SNH

Annually

Review of
supplementary
guidance on
open
space and
greenspace
network
Review of land
allocations

Scottish Civic
Trust
and LDP
Teams,
Archaeology
and
developers

Annually

Review of
prepare
supplementary
guidance and
revise
land allocations
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Effects
Landscape
Population
Human health

What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

What is the
Source of the
information?

Impact of
development
on
visually
prominent
areas
Development
adversely
affecting the
landscape and
townscape
setting.
Increase in the
range
of house types
and
tenures

Number of
people
suffering from air
borne diseases
as a
result of NO2
and
PM10, e.g.
asthma.

Are there gaps
in the existing
information
and how can it
be resolved?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

Landscape
appraisal
Public
complaints

When landscape
appraisal indicates a
negative impact on
landscape and
townscape setting.
When there is a
large
amount of
opposition
to development

LSD Teams,
Development
Management
and
developers

Annually

Review land
allocations
and/or
prepare
supplementary
guidance

Housing land
audit

When the plan is
reviewed

SDP and LDP
Teams

Annually

Review policies
and
allocations in
LDP’s
and
supplementary
guidance

NHS Grampian

When there is a
substantial increase
or high incidence of
people suffering
from
air borne diseases

SDP Team,
NHS

Annually

For air quality
actions
as per effects on
Air
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Effects
Material Assets

What sort of
information is
required?
(Indicators)

What is the
Source of the
information?

Volume of
waste going to
landfill.
Waste water
impacts on
River Dee.

SEPA?
Housing Land
Audit
Building
warrants
Parks/HES?

Volume and mix
of housing
completions
from new
allocations
Energy
efficiency of
new homes

Are there gaps
in the existing
information
and how can it
be resolved?

When should we
consider remedial
action?

Who is in
charge of
monitoring?

How should the
results be
presented?

What remedial
actions could be
taken?

When there is a
under delivery of
housing or a lack of
housing mix and
tenure

Information
and Research
Team
LDP teams
Building
Standards

Annually

Review policies in
allocations in LDPs
and
supplementary
guidance

When there is an
increase in waste
levels
Housing is not
meeting national
energy efficiency
aims

Improvement of
access to
environment
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Next Steps
6.7
Proposed Consultation Timescale
Aberdeen City and Shire SDPA will ensure an early and effective consultation on the strategy and the accompanying
environmental report. In this connection, the minimum consultation period the SDPA intends to specify under Section
16(1)(b) and notify under Section 16(2)(a)(iv) is ten (10) weeks.
6.8
Anticipated Milestones
Table 6.1 shows the remaining steps needed for the SEA of the strategy and how these steps would be carried out and
described in the final environmental report.
Table 6.3 Proposed consultation timescale and methods
Expected time frame
Milestone
35 days
3 weeks
4 weeks
10 weeks
3 weeks
3 weeks
2 weeks
2 weeks

Consulting on the Scoping Report
Collating views on the Consultation and take the appropriate action on
the Scoping report and the plan as the result of the consultations
Finalise the environmental report
Consulting on the Environmental Report and the Proposed Strategy
Collating views on the Consultation
Take the appropriate action on the environmental report and the
strategy as the result of the consultations
Finalise the environmental report
Take post-adoption measures
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Comments
Completed
Completed
Completed
Post committee approval

7 Appendices
Appendix 7.1 Analysis of Consultations
Table 7.1 below shows how the opinion of consultation authorities will be taken into account in the next report

Organis
ation

Table 7.1 Analysis of Consultations
Issue

Historic Environment Scotland

Environmental Problems

Environmental Objectives
and Questions

Summary of Comments

Welcome consideration given to environmental problems
Table 5.2: Query relating to language used as the objective refers
to protecting and where appropriate enhancing the historic
environment, whereas the questions refer to conserving and
enhancing.

Our Response

Comments noted and
wording changed
accordingly.

Consideration to include battlefields, gardens and designed
landscapes to the list of assets.

Cumulative Assessment

Table 5.3: It is not clear what elements of the strategy will be
considered but assumptions made to; vision, options etc.

Proposed Mitigation
Measures

Mitigation hierarchy should be considered appropriately with
the focus firstly on avoidance with compensation at the lower
end.
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Page

Included in table
7.2.10 Material
Assets
The main issues which
needed to be
considered for any new
plan had not been
finalised at the time of
the scoping report. These
will be discussed in this
Interim Environmental
Report.
This has been taken into
consideration when
formulating mitigation
measures.

Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency

Monitoring Plan

Monitoring is welcome and framework acceptable.

Appendix 7.1

Slight discrepancies between table 4.1 and appendix 7.1.1 in
terms of plans, programmes and strategies.

Appendix 7.2

Table 7.2.8 offers numbers of Listed Buildings. There is a question
as to whether this is the most up to date information

Appendix 7.2.11

Map 5 does not show and listed buildings. An explanation as to
why there is no map would be appreciated.

Relationships with other PPS

Table 4.1

Table 7.1.1

Discrepancies noted and
amended.
Information was
collected from
Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire’s
conservation teams. SEA
will now reference
numbers from HES
website.
Given the geographical
scale of the City Region it
is not possible to indicate
each individual Listed
Building on a regional
map.

Some relevant PPS have gone through SEA and have
addressed mitigation measures and baseline data related to
the SDP.

Noted and summarised
in section 2.2

Reference to River Basin Management Plan for Scotland (2009)
and ‘Improving the quality of Scotland’s water environment
North-east Scotland area management plan 2010-2015” should
be removed as the documents have been renamed and out of
date respectively.
Table states that ‘The plan should not promote development
that would have adverse impact on the water environment or
risk failure of water bodies not achieving at least good

Noted and changes
made accordingly
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Noted and changes
made accordingly

Table 4.1 is now
table 3.4

ecological status by 2015’ Reference to 2015 to be removed as
it is now out of date.
Removal of reference made to ‘North East Scotland area
management plan’

Table 4.1 and 7.1.1

Removal of reference made to ‘SEPA’s National Air Quality
Report 2008’ under the Air and Climate Change to be removed
as this report is now obsolete.
Recommend to include the following plans, policies and
strategies;




Legislative Change at
European level

Baseline information

Noted and changes
made accordingly

North East Flood Risk Management Strategy
Local Flood Risk Management Plans
CIRIA SUDS manual C753

European legislation in scoping report is currently relevant
whereas after Brexit this may not be the case. Recommended
to include a list of equivalent legislation at a UK and Scottish
level.
Reference to risk of flooding and pressure on flood plans should
be made in Climate or Water topics.

Noted and section
added in table 4.1

Table 4.2 section on Human Health to be reworded to “air
quality may continue to deteriorate”.

Noted and change
made

Table 4.2 section on soil reference should be made to no
specific international or national legislation for protecting soils.

Noted and change
made

Appendix 7.2 reference to Dee Aberdeen Estuary having a
target of Good by 2015 should be Good Ecological Potential

Noted and change
made

It is not clear is all the waterbodies which make up the Rivers
Dee and Don have been referred to. The same for coastal
water bodies. Baseline needs to be updated to reflect this.
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Noted and reference
made

Environmental Problems

Alternatives

Link to groundwater data is incorrect and needs to be updated.
Table 4.3 to be updated to reflect soil, problems of
compaction/structural degradation and loss of soil biodiversity.
Suggested that the list under the ‘Possible role of the SDP’ column
include information to state the SPD will ensure that soil erosion
and handling is minimised; as well as the soil physical health as
well as soil biodiversity is protected
In relation to Water and the possible role of the SDP can influence
the condition of beds, banks, shores and riparian habitat through
partnership working and controlling urban land use.
It is highlighted that Section 5.3, which is supposed to outline the
current views on the most appropriate approach to the
assessment, is missing.

Scoping in/out of
environmental topics

Advise under SEA topic Water that the marine environment be
included or referenced as the plan could have significant effects
on the sea.

Methodology for assessing
environmental effects

Under SEA Water topic recommend reword objective to read:
To protect and enhance the quality of the water environment
which includes surface, marine and groundwater resources
Under the SEA topic Soil recommend reword the objective to
read: To maintain or improve soil quality and prevent any further
degradation of soils through land use.
Under the SEA topic Material assets recommend an inclusion of
wording to the objective to ensure the promotion of the
sustainable use and management of material assets.
Under the SEA topic Human health recommend reword of the
second objective to read: To protect and improve human
health and wellbeing through improved environmental quality.
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Noted and changes
made accordingly

Alternatives will not be
considered at MIR stage
however Section 5.3 shall
be included and
completed
Reference will be made
to Marine Environment
and analysis of MIR
discussion relating to this.
Changes noted and
made

Mitigation and
enhancement

Encourage the assessment to be used as a way to improve the
environmental performance on aspects of the final options.

Will be considered at MIR
and further at proposed
plan stage

Demonstrate the links between potential effects and proposed
mitigation measures through the assessment framework.
Consideration of mitigation measures in the context of the
mitigation hierarchy.

Table 4.1

Scottish Natural Heritage

Table 4.2

Table 4.3

Changes to the plan to mitigate impacts should be highlighted

Will be referred to in
interim-environmental
report and further
considered at
alternatives for proposed
plan

Under the list of PPS some documents are superseded or will be
revised in the near future.
The evolution of the baseline with the SDP is unclear.

Noted and changes
made accordingly
This has been considered
during previous SEAs for
the Structure Plan 2009
and the SDO 2014.
Noted and changes
made where possible. It
should be taken into
consideration that the
SDP only deals with
development of new
land and as such has
limited ability to affect
the improvement of
existing sites.

Biodiversity
Third and fifth bullet points should reflect changes in quality as
well as quantity.
Recognition of biodiversity of coastal marine corridors.
SDP should have a role in enhancing biodiversity.
Addition of the word ‘habitats’ in third column, first bullet point.
The SDP can have a role in influencing the condition of
protected areas.
Reference should be made to blue/green infrastructure – the
ongoing management of this and improving quality of green
space.
The SDP has a role to play in cross border green networks
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Table 4.3

Table 4.3

Table 4.3

Table 5.2

Baseline Appendices

Additional point regarding landscape.
Climatic factors
Additional consideration can be given to issues such as modal
shift, renewable energy, facilitating greenspace and protection
of carbon rich soils
Water
Additional sentences relating to habitats
A shift from the SDP playing an indirect role to a direct role in
protecting the water environment
Amendment of text to use natura terminology
Need to identify what is sustainable in terms of levels of
abstraction from the River Dee SAC
Recognition of the people and water environment outside
protected areas
Soils
Link needed between issues raises in 2nd column and third
column.
Biodiversity, Human Health, Soil, Water, Air, Landscape
A number of changes or additional points sought to increase
overall consideration to environmental issues and concerns.
Baseline data
Various components of the baseline needed to be updates or
augmented.
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Suggestions taken into
consideration and
added to Environment
Report
Changes made
accordingly

Changes made
accordingly
Noted and changes
made accordingly
The baseline had been
as up to date as possible
at time of submission. It
has again been updated
for the ER while taking
into consideration what
has been received by
SNH. However it cannot
be constantly updated
due to the sheer volume
sources in it.

Appendix 7.2 Cumulative Effects of the Preferred Options
The grouped issues assessed in the tables above are now assessed cumulatively in Table 7.16 below.

Flood Risk
Management
Cumulative Effects

Housing /land
allocation

Economic Development

Spatial Strategy

Policy Options

Vision

Table 7.2 Cumulative Effects of the Preferred Options

Air

Comment
Cumulative effects including Time crowding (frequent and repetitive effect); Time lag (long delays in cause
and effect); space crowding (high spatial density of effects); cross-boundary (effects occurring distances
from source); synergistic (effects from multiple sources or combined effects different in nature from the
individuals); indirect (secondary effects resulting from a primary activity); nibbling (incremental)

+/-

-

+/-

-

-

Air (there are areas in the City which are AQMA, and certain areas in the Shire approaching EU objective. The
spatial strategy, economic development and housing/land allocation element of this PPS are likely to create
incremental air quality hotspots in other areas of the City, through time-crowding effects. Even improvement of
transport facilities can encourage more vehicles on the roads leading to future air quality issues through time lag.
Depending on the timing of the developments, there is the possibility that dust nuisance will be generated by
several developments or demolition works (in regeneration priority areas) leading elevated levels of particulate
matter. The same argument is relevant if many biomass development activities go on in different areas, through
space crowding effects. Developments in one area could have cross-boundary effects. Synergistic effects of
developments on air quality are unlikely. Although there NOx continue to exceed national objectives, these are
limited to AQMA in Aberdeen City and the combination of rainfall with NOx is not likely to be so significant as to
cause acid rain in the whole SDP area. Again it is not considered that there will be a significant and indirect air
pollution issues for the City and the Shire arising from the deposition of air pollutants on other receptors. Small
additional traffic pressures could act cumulatively in the long-term to increase overall emissions of air pollutants
through nibbling effects.
Specifically, the plan consists of two conflicting ideas. First, the housing and employment land developments as
well as accessibility options are likely to have negative implications for this receptor. Second, flood risk
management issue on the other hand, is likely to have positive benefits for this receptor in the long-run.
Sustainability issues do not necessarily neutralise air quality issues, through neutralising effects since some aspects
of that provision (such as biomass) has air quality issues inherent in it. Overall, the strategic, housing allocation,
economic development and infrastructure elements are likely to have negative effects on air in the grand scheme
of development in the City and Shire.
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Water

--

--

+

--

---

Soil

Water: In the future water abstractions may be possible under the proposed SDP. The proposed SDP could create
incremental burden on water resources, through time-crowding effects. If water technologies and new waters of
harvesting water are not resolved, it is likely that water requirement for water abstraction may lead to adverse
effects on River Dee as well as protected species through time lag effects. The reasons given for time lag effects
are still relevant to space crowding effects. River Dee crosses the City and Shire’s boundaries. Any adverse effect
on one area could have cross-boundary effects. The long-term survival of the City and the Shire depend on the
health of their built and natural environment. Water resources could be over-exploited if a combination of
measures is not in place to tackle it. For this reason, synergistic effects of developments on water are likely. The
essence of this SDP is to allocate land for development while preventing flooding. It is therefore not envisaged that
unsustainable planning will be allowed to affect our water environment causing secondary, induced or indirect
effects on this receptor. The implementation of the SDP will not permit incremental adverse effects on the water
environment to go without appropriate mitigation measures. The SDP is not emphasising agricultural development.
It promotes housing developments and most development is around in towns and the City. Nutrient loading from
agricultural activities will not be an outcome of this plan. It is therefore not envisaged that nibbling effects are likely.

--

--

0

--

--

--

The development envisaged could have long-term implication for water use, water pollution, run-offs, localised
flooding and morphology depending on how the plans flowing from the SDP will implement the SDP proposals.
Overall, the housing allocation and economic development options are likely to have significant negative effects
on water in the grand scheme of development in the City and Shire. For
Soil: repetitive housing activities over the life of the SDP and the supporting employment land and infrastructure are
likely to cause repetitive development activities affecting soil compaction, loss, sealing and erosion; some of which
are likely to short-term in nature. However, if care is not taken to manage peat soils, the effect are likely to have
time-crowding effects in terms of time lag. The reasons given for time lag effects are still relevant to space crowding
effects. But also, infrastructure needed to accommodate housing and economic activity is likely to compound soil
sealing effects. Most of the developments will take place away from the structure plan boundary; there is therefore
no possibility of cross-boundary effects. If safeguards are not in place effects of soil sealing, compaction and loss
in places will combine with loss of peat soils elsewhere to lead to potential adverse effects on the soils in Aberdeen
City and Shire through synergistic effects. For this reason, synergistic effects of developments on soil are likely.
Equally developments in areas without peat could lead to synergistic effect if vegetation removal, soil compaction,
sealing causes surface runoffs and erosion of soils indirectly affecting the aquatic ecosystems. It might lead to
pollution through sediment loadings particularly near water bodies and coastal towns. Incremental sealing, erosion,
compaction through continuous development activities during the life of the SDP is likely to have a long-term
implication for soil in terms soil loss, soil sealing, soil structural degradation and compaction and perhaps potentials
for contamination if more industrial developments take place. Overall, the development elements of the SDP are
likely to have significant adverse effects on soil in the grand scheme of development in the City and Shire. Access
option is likely to have minor negative effects. Effects of other parts of the SDP are neutral
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Biodiversity

+/--

+/--

+/--

0/-

+/--

--/+

+/--

+/--

+/--

++

+/--

--/++

Climatic
Factors

Biodiversity: the proposed developments are likely to affect biodiversity through land take, habitat fragmentation,
disturbance to species, and habitat loss through time-crowding effects since the developments will be phased to
continue over all that period. There is also the possibility that there will be long delays for the land taken for
development to affect other uses of land say for agricultural purposes. Positively, any poor bio-diverse land could
enriched in biodiversity through future improvements through time lag. Developments taking place in the land
which was otherwise undeveloped could face recreational pressure from people and thereby causing disturbance
to protected species. This is a space crowding effect. Most of the developments will take place away from the
structure plan boundary; there is therefore no possibility of cross-boundary effects. While adverse synergistic effects
of developments on biodiversity are likely, the combined effects of improving biodiversity through urban
landscape, structure planting and improving the quality of poor biodiverse land can have positive synergistic
effects. While increased recreational activity will arise from tourism promotion, development of houses in the natural
environment will indirectly increase the prospects of recreational activity likely to cause disturbance to protected
species if safeguards are not in place. Piece meal allocations in the local growth areas could compound over time
to have a nibbling effect on biodiversity.
The developments envisaged in the SDP is likely to have long-term implication for biodiversity in terms land take,
habitat fragmentation, disturbance to species through increased recreational use and habitat loss. On the plus
side, the possibility that species-and-habitat-poor bio-diverse land (such as agricultural land) can be enhanced
through development makes it possible to have some positive effects. The scoring reflects our reasoning.
Climate (Already the footprint of Aberdeen City and Shire is among the highest in Scotland high consumption of
fossil fuel through travel and domestic consumption of energy particularly for the housing stock. But the City and
Shire’s CO2 emissions are falling. But any increased development could have negative time-crowding effects.
Arguments already advanced for peat soils are true for climatic factors. If longer term, improvement of transport
facilities encourages more vehicles on the roads, this will lead to future consumption of more fossil fuels and thereby
adversely affecting climate through time lag. On the other hand if people’s travel habit between the City and the
Shire remain unchanged fuel consumption through travel will persist. Thus in terms of space crowding, the effects
are likely to be mixed. Given developments in the local growth areas are more measured, these aspects of the
SDP are not likely to have significant space crowding effects. Effects of CO2 are ll pervading and any increased in
one area can have cross-boundary effects. The effects of the plan from different perspectives are likely to have
positive synergistic effects. For examples efficiency standards for new housing and flood management are cases
in point. On the other hand energy consumption through increased travel and potential effects on peat soils if not
managed well are likely to have adverse synergistic effects. Indirectly housing development will induce more
energy consumption. The combined effects of housing development and other economic activities in all these
types of areas can be nibbling in effect. Because house building is pretty everywhere. Housing and flood
management can have mixed effects for this receptor in the long-run. Sustainability issues do not necessarily
neutralise climate change issues, through neutralising effects since some aspects of that provision (such as
renewables) may have other issues inherent in it. Overall, the elements of the proposed SDP are likely to have
negative effects on climate.
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Cultural
Heritage

-

-

-

0/-

-

-

+/-

+/-

+/-

0/-

+/-

+/-

++

++

++

++

++

++

Landscape

Material Assets

The developments are proposed along the transport corridors and around towns and Aberdeen City. Since historic
remains are more likely to be concentrated in built environment than the natural environment, it is possible that
some negative effects on the historic environment are likely. Although massive housing will take place in the region,
the protection for built features and the fact the fewer developments will take place outside the settlements means
that the SDP in unlikely to have significantly negative effect on this receptor through time-crowding, time lag,
space crowding effects, synergistic and nibbling effects. The effects of the SDP in relation to context, pattern of
past historic use and associations of the historic environment, and the context or setting in which they sit, and the
patterns of past use, in landscapes and within the soil (archaeology), and also in our towns, villages and streets are
likely to be negative .
Landscape: Repetitive housing activities over 25 years in the City and Shire providing over 72,000 homes and
supporting employment land phased over these years is likely to cause repetitive development activities affecting
land form, land use and land cover, water; forests, woodlands and trees; agriculture; relationship between land
form and land use; buildings and structures in the landscape; urban landscape/settlement pattern; linear and/or
point features, openness, scale, colour, texture, visual diversity, line, pattern, movement, solitude, naturalness,
historical and/or cultural associations. On the other hand new forms of land cover could be created through the
developments. Because of these potential improvements to the landscape; the effects in terms of time-crowding
are mixed. The phasing of the developments over the next 25 years is likely to be cumulative in terms of time lag
for how the landscape is shaped in the future. The reasons given for time lag effects are still relevant to space
crowding effects. But also, massive infrastructure needed to accommodate housing numbers is likely to affect land
form, land use and land cover of the City and the Shire.. Most of the developments will take place away from the
structure plan boundary; there is therefore no possibility of cross-boundary effects. If safeguards are not in place
effects of loss of landscape features will lead to potential adverse effects for Aberdeen City and Shire’s landscape
in terms of synergistic effects. Continuous development activities in the next 25 years could cause nibbling effects
unless safeguards are place. The developments in the SDP are proposed along the transport corridors and around
towns and Aberdeen City. It is therefore possible that some negative effects on the landscape are possible in areas
where development will take place. On the plus side, the possibility that areas of poor landscape quality can be
enhanced through development and structure planting makes it possible to have some positive effects. The
assessment reflects our reasoning.
Repetitive housing activities over 25 years in the City and Shire providing over 72,000 homes and supporting
employment land phased over these years is likely to cause repetitive development activities affecting acquisition
of new assets and improvement of the existing infrastructure. New housing, employment land, infrastructure and
sustainable mixed communities provide the scope for creation of fixed assets, the use of natural and material
assets, promoting waste minimisation, recycling and composting. Development and use of the allocated
employment land is also likely to have similar impacts. In that sense it is not envisaged that there will be any adverse
effects accumulating through time-crowding, time lag, space crowding effects, synergistic and nibbling effects.
On the other hand the SDP is likely to have significant mixed effects overall.
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Population

++

++

0

++

++

++

Repetitive development activities and supporting employment land phased during the life of the proposed SDP
are likely to cause repetitive development activities affecting acquisition of new assets by most people living in
Aberdeen City and Shire. New housing, employment land, infrastructure, economic activities and flood
management are likely to meet the needs of many people and enhance their quality of life. In that sense it is not
envisaged that there will be any adverse effects accumulating through time-crowding, time lag, and space
crowding effects, synergistic and nibbling effects. On the other hand the SDP is likely to have significant positive
effects overall.

Human health

+/-

+/-

+

+/-

+/-

+/-

Human Health. This in part is related to air quality issues. As already mentioned under air quality;
there are air quality issues in parts of Aberdeen City and much less in other towns of
Aberdeenshire. The effects of elements of the MIR are likely to have cumulative effect through
time-crowding, time lag, space crowding effects, synergistic and nibbling effects. Since
respiratory disease are related to the quality of the air breathed, there is a potential for
adverse or beneficial human health effects related to how air quality improves or deteriorates.
However, the number and quality of development proposed, energy efficiency measures in
the existing and new housing stocks as well as the air quality measures ensured through
accessibility and green networks are likely to be significantly positive for the health and
wellbeing of the people of Aberdeen City and Shire. In the long term, negative effects of
traffic and biomass are likely to have adverse effects on people living around polluted areas.
For this reason the cumulative effects on air is mixed overall. There is the potential some mixed
effects of the SDP include exposure to high noise levels and transport-induced vibration;
reducing health inequalities and improving access to health facilities. If safeguards are not in
place there is a risk to road accidents; (particularly in deprived areas) and accidents on public
transport and pavements. Cumulatively if older run-down areas are regenerated and the
streets are lighted the SDP will likely reduce crime and/or fear of crime as well as address
employment issues related to people with low incomes. Besides the elements of the plan such
as economic development are likely to provide accessibility of goods, opportunities and
services to all, particularly those in disadvantaged communities. These positive effects will
accumulate through time and space. Besides if people living in Aberdeen City and Shire are
encouraged to make use of the green networks through vigorous recreational activities, as
well as walking and cycling opportunities, health issues such as obesity, high blood pressure
and other cardio-vascular diseases will be minimized.
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Appendix 7.3 Other Relevant Plans & Env. Protection Objectives
We have explained the relevance of other relevant plans, programmes, strategies and environmental objectives in Table
7.3 below.
Table 7.3 Other Relevant Plans & Environmental Protection Objectives
Name of PPS / Environmental
protection objective

Main PPS requirements of the

Relationship with Strategic Development Plan

INTERNATIONAL
Nature Conservation
 The Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
 The Birds Directive 2009/147/EC
 Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance 1971
(Ramsar
 Nature Conservation - the Ramsar
Convention
 EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020
Water
 Water Framework Directive
2000/60/EC
 Nitrate Directive 91/43/EC





Protection of habitats and species.
Protection of wild birds and their habitats.
Promotes the conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity.



Protection of Wetland birds




Protect and improve the water environment
Ensure that water quality and good ecological
status of the Water Framework Directive are
maintained
Safeguards the sustainable use of water
systems;
Supports the status of aquatic ecosystems and
environments;
Addresses groundwater pollution; flooding and
droughts; river basin management planning.
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 The SDP should protect identified habitats, species
and wetland birds.
 The SDP should not hinder protection, management
and control of species and should support the
conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity.



The strategy should consider sustainable use of water,
support aims to maintain and achieve Good
Ecological Status, mitigate the effects of floods and
droughts and support river basin management
planning.

Waste
 The landfill Directive 99/31/EC
 The Waste Framework Directive
2088/98/EC
 Taking sustainable use if resources
forward : A thematic Strategy on
the prevention and Recycling of
Waste (2005)
Landscape
 The European Landscape
Convention 2000

The plan outlines Scotland's key objectives in
relation to waste prevention, recycling and
reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill
on the journey to a Zero Waste Scotland.
Provides a vision for Scotland where all waste is
seen as a resource; Waste is minimised; valuable
resources are not disposed of in landfills, and
most waste is sorted, leaving only limited
amounts to be treated.


Promotes the protection, management and
planning of all landscapes, including natural,
managed, urban and peri-urban areas, and
special, every day and also degraded
landscapes.

Climate Change
 The UN Convention on Climate
Change
 The Second European Climate
Change Programme

Promotes reductions in greenhouse gas emissions
and mitigation & adaption to climate change.

Overarching Planning Policy
 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2006.

NATIONAL
Promotes inclusive and efficient planning system to
improve community involvement, support the
economy, and help it to grow in a sustainable way.

The strategy should see waste as a resource for
economic development and follow the path of zero
waste strategy

SDP should consider all landscapes.

The strategy should include measures to contribute to the
reduction of greenhouse gases considering methods of
adaptation, diversification and mitigation. In particular,
encourage sustainable development and land use.

The strategy should encourage the development of
sustainable communities and be developed in a much
more inclusive and efficient way, which includes greater
community involvement and supports the economy.

 National Planning Framework for

Scotland 3 (NPF3)
 The Scottish Planning Policy 2014

Air & Climate Change
 Scottish Climate Change Delivery
Plan (2009)

Aims to guide Scotland’s development to 2030 and
sets out strategic development priorities to support
the Government’s goal of sustainable economic
growth.
Sets out high level measures required to meet
Scotland's statutory climate change targets, to
2020 and in the long term.
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The strategy should promote the concepts of sustainable
development, community regeneration, transportation
infrastructure, and other environmental issues; & ensure
land required to meet the city region’s needs is delivered.
The strategy should include measures to contribute to
the reduction of greenhouse gases considering methods
of adaptation, diversification and mitigation. In
particular, encourage sustainable development and
land use.

 Air Quality Strategy for England,










Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland (2007)
2020 Routemap for Renewable
Energy in Scotland
Towards a Low Carbon Economy for
Scotland: Discussion Paper (2010)
Changing Our Ways- Scotland’s
Climate Change Programme (2006)
Tomorrow’s Climate, Today’s
Challenge: UK Climate Change
Programme (2006)
Online Renewables Advice
(Replaces PAN 45) for specific
renewable energy technologies.
Calculating Carbon Savings from
Windfarms on Scotland’s peat lands

Heritage Design and Regeneration
 Our Place in Time: The Historic
Environment Strategy for Scotland
 Historic Environment Policy
Statement (2016)
 The Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1997
 Designing Places: A Policy
Statement for Scotland (2001)
 Designing Streets: A Policy
Statement for Scotland (2010)
 People and Place: A Policy
Statement for Scotland (2006)

Provides a clear, long-term vision for improving air
quality in the UK in line with the Environment Act
(1995) setting out associated air quality objectives
and policy options.
Sets out the Scottish Government’s plans to move
towards a low carbon economy in Scotland.
Provides information on emission levels of key
pollutants and ambient air quality monitoring data

Implementation of the strategy should not result in a
deterioration of air quality.
The strategy must contribute to the promotion of
development which helps to reduce Scotland’s carbon
footprint and help meet carbon saving, the strategy
should contribute to the delivery of the targets set in the
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2006.

Provides a national interpretation of broader
climate change objectives
Provides the national strategy for the growth of the
renewable energy generation in Scotland
Provides a methodology for the calculation of the
carbon impacts of wind farm developments on
peat land
Our Place in Time: The Historic Environment
Strategy for Scotland sets out a 10 year vision for
the historic environment.
Strategy which sets out a framework for future
work on the historic environment. Identifies
priorities, issues and opportunities.
Promotes integration and good design of green
infrastructure.
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The strategy should support the framework to conserve
and restore the historic environment.
The strategy should support the development of green
infrastructure on the urban fringe.

 Green Infrastructure: Design and

Placemaking (2011)
 Ancient Monuments and

Archaeological Areas Act 1979
Soil and Landscape
 The Scottish Soil Framework (2009)
 Scottish Landscape Forum:
Scotland’s Living Landscape (2007)
 Scotland’s Living Landscapes:
Places for People (2007)
 Guidance on Local Landscape
Designations (SNH, Historic Scotland,
2006)
Cross-Sectoral
 Natural Resource Productivity (2009)
 Low Carbon Infrastructure Transition
Programme 2014
 Making things to last: Circular
Economy Strategy for Scotland 2016
 National Performance Framework
2016
 Low carbon economy strategy 2010
 Scotland’s Agenda for Cities 2016
 Scottish Economic Strategy (2015)
 Getting the best from our land: A
land use strategy for Scotland 2011
 Scotland’s National Transport
Strategy (2006)
 Strategic Transport Projects Review
(2009)
 Choosing our Future: Scotland’s
Sustainable development strategy
(2005)
 Building a better Scotland
Infrastructure Investment Plan:

The main aim of the Framework is to promote the
sustainable management and protection of soils
consistent with the economic, social and
environmental needs of Scotland.
A key aspect is the protection of soil as an asset –
for the future of the Scottish economy, as well as a
contribution to challenges set by climate change.

The strategy should promote the sustainable
management of soils.

Identifies the six strategic priorities which will
accelerate recovery, drive sustainable economic
growth and develop a more resilient and
adaptable economy

The strategy should aim to promote sustainable
development for Scotland, optimising the public benefits
delivered by the natural environment and protecting
natural assets for future generations.
The LDP should consider necessary infrastructure
requirements in order to achieve sustainable economic
growth in the region.

Sets out to optimise the sustainable use of our
natural resources to deliver the maximum
economic and public benefit
Sets out a long term Vision towards 2050 with three
clear Objectives relating to economic prosperity,
environmental quality and communities
Sets out the Scottish Governments intentions to
improve Scotland’s infrastructure. The objectives
for this Infrastructure Investment Plan are to
improve the:
efficiency of how services are being delivered;
standard of our infrastructure, such as our transport
network and school building estate;
business environment, promoting research and
development and enabling employment and
training opportunities for Scotland's workforce;
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Investing in the Future of Scotland
(2005)
PAN 63: Waste Management
Planning
PAN 65: Planning and Open Space
PAN 75: Transport and Planning
PAN 76: New Residential Streets
PAN 77: Designing Safer Places
PAN 78: Inclusive Design

Homes, Population and Health
 Homes Fit for the 21st Century: The
Scottish Government’s Strategy and
Action Plan for Housing in the Next
Decade 2011-2020 (2011)
 All Our Futures: Planning for a
Scotland with an Ageing
Population (2007)
 Reaching Higher- Building on the
Success of Sport 21 (2007)
(Scotland’s Sport Strategy)
 Firm Foundation – The Future of
Housing in Scotland: A Discussion
Forum
 Let’s Make Scotland More Active: A
Strategy for Physical Activity (2003)
 Equality Act 2010
 Disability Discrimination Acts 1995
and 2005
 SEPA Report: Incineration of Waste
and Reported Human Health Effects
 Scottish Executive Reaching Higher
– Building on the Success of Sport
21(2007)

co-ordination of our infrastructure investment by
geographical area and between portfolios in
order to secure extra value from our existing
investment and infrastructure programmes; and
co-ordination with the private sector and secure a
mixed economy and mixed tenure of investment.

Provides a strategic approach which considers
how best to respond to and plan for a Scotland
with an ageing population.
Sets out the Scottish Governments vision for the
future of housing in Scotland:
An increased supply of housing across all tenures,
all of which is delivered on the basis of higher
environmental and design standards;
More choice of housing that those on lower
incomes can afford;
Housing developments that contribute to the
creation of sustainable, mixed communities; and
Social housing that provides better value for public
expenditure.
Sets out the long-term aims and objectives for
sport and plans for its delivery and evaluation.
Aims to increase and maintain the proportion of
physically active people in Scotland setting out
targets to 2022.
Sets a framework which protects individuals from
unfair treatment and promotes a fair and more
equal society.
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The LDP will set the housing requirement for the region
over a 20 year period. The spatial strategy will provide a
statement of proposals as to the development and land
use of land in the area considering housing numbers,
types, tenure and promotion of sustainability.
The LDP should consider necessary infrastructure
requirements in order to achieve sustainable economic
growth in the region
The LDP should consider the needs of an ageing
population into its strategic actions.
The LDP should increase opportunities for provision of
physical activities infrastructure. The plan will consider the
needs of the society in the region.
The LDP should take account of the actions required to
deliver quality greenspace to shape better places and
increase quality of life for those working and living in the
LDP area.

 ‘Making the Links: greenspace for a
more successful and sustainable
Scotland’ (2009)
 Land Reform Acts 2003
 Scottish Outdoor Access Code
 Community Empowerment Scotland
Act 2015

Nature Conservation & Biodiversity
 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended)
 The Nature Conservation (Scotland)
Act 2004
 Wildlife and Natural Environment
(Scotland) (Act) 2011 (e.g. in
tackling invasive non-native
species)
 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 as
amended
 2020 Challenge for Scotland’s
Biodiversity (2013) (which long with
2004 document comprises the
 Scotland's Biodiversity: It's in Your
Hands. A strategy for the

Sets out the key actions that are needed to ensure
that greenspace delivers for people, communities
and places across the whole of urban Scotland.
Regulates land use and access
Make provision about national outcomes; to
confer functions in relation to services provided by,
public bodies; amends Parts 2 and 3 of the Land
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003; to enable certain
bodies to buy abandoned, neglected or
detrimental land; amends the Forestry Act 1967 to
Make provision about supporters’ involvement in
and ownership of football clubs; makes provision
for registers of common good property and about
disposal and use of such property; address
allotments; enables participation in
decision-making by specified persons having
public functions; to enable local authorities to
reduce or remit non-domestic rates; and for
connected purposes.
Gives protection to wildlife and countryside from
disturbance, injury intentional destruction or sale.
Duties are placed on public bodies to further the
conservation of biodiversity and sets out measures
to protect and enhance the biological and
geological natural heritage of Scotland.
Protects individual sites and promotes
conservation on a broader scale.
Aims to halt loss and reverse decline of species
and habitats.
Specific measures set out how to
Includes measures for designated sites, habitats
and species.
Promotes good management of landscapes.
Provides policy direction for decisions on
woodland removal in Scotland.
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The LDP should avoid disturbance to wildlife and the
countryside through the implementation of the plan.
The LDP should restore, maintain, conserve, promote and
protect biodiversity, habitats and species.
The LDP should aim to assist with the target of increasing
forest cover and prevention of removal of woodland.
The LDP should complement the suite of forestry sector
plans that together aim to increase woodland coverage
and deliver a range of benefits through sustainable
planting and land management.

conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity in Scotland (2004)
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats,
&c.) Regulations 1994 (as
amended)
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats,
&c.) Amendment (Scotland)
Regulations 2007
 Scottish Landscape Forum’ (2007)
Scotland’s living landscapes
 State of Scotland’s Green Space
2009
 UK Biodiversity Action Plan 1994
 Scottish Government’s Policy on
Control of Woodland Removal
 Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006
 Making the Links: Greenspace for a
more successful and sustainable
Scotland (2009)
Food and Agriculture
 Scotland’s National Food and Drink
Policy
 Scottish Rural Development
Programme
 Whole Farm Review Scheme
 Farming for a Better Climate

Protect and expand Scotland's forests and
woodlands and increase their value to society and
the environment.
Protect badgers

A programme of economic, environmental and
social measures designed to develop rural
Scotland

Aims to promote Scotland's sustainable economic
growth by ensuring that the Scottish Government's
focus in relation to food and drink addresses
quality, health and wellbeing, and environmental
sustainability, recognising the need for access and
affordability at the same time.
Designed to help farmers and crofters to develop
environmentally and financially sustainable
businesses
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The strategy should support and encourage sustainable
food production and a resilient agricultural industry.
The strategy should seek opportunities to integrate social,
environmental and objectives with agricultural
production, delivering multiple benefits.
The strategy should highlight potential future
environmental and climatic issues for agricultural
production to aid future planning.

Offers practical advice to help farmers choose the
most relevant measures to improve both farm
performance and resilience to future climate
change effects
Water, Marine an Coastal
 Water Environment (Controlled
Activities) (Scotland) Regulations
2011 (as amended)
 Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Act (WEWS)
2003
 The Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009
 River Basin Management Plan for
Scotland (2009)
 Scottish Water Strategic Asset &
Capacity Development Plan (2009)
 SEPA Groundwater Protection Policy
for Scotland v3: Environmental
Policy 19 (2009)
 Action Programme for Nitrate
Vulnerable Zones (Scotland)
Regulations 2008
 Our Seas – a shared resource. High
Level Marine Objectives (2009)
 Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
 SEPA Indicative Flood Map (2014)
 Improving the Quality of the
Scotland’s water Environment
 UK Marine Policy Statement 2011
 Scottish Executive Marine and
Coastal Strategy (2005)
 Our Seas- a Shared Resource. High
Level Marine Objectives (2009)

Protects the water environment that integrates the
control of pollution, abstractions, dams and
engineering activities in the water environment.
Ensures that all human activity that can have a
harmful impact on water is controlled.
Creates a framework in which organisations
involve in flood risk managed can coordinate
actions to delivery sustainable and modern
approaches to flood risk management.
Details the strategy for River Basin Management
Planning in Scotland.
Provides a description of Scottish Waters processes
and systems for calculating capacity available, at
the 1981 waste water treatment works (WWTW)
and 294 water treatment works (WTW) serving
Scotland.
Provides an estimate at the national scale of areas
at risk from river and coastal flooding (areas with a
0.5% (1 in 200) or greater probability of being
flooded in any given year) and is to be used as a
strategic flood management tool.
Aims to provide a sustainable future for Scotland’s
groundwater resources by protecting legitimate
uses of groundwater.
Establishes revised action programmes for nitrate
vulnerable zones which aim to reduce water
pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural
sources and prevent further pollution.
Expresses outcomes for the UK marine area and
underpins the development of the joint Marine
Policy Statement (MPS) (due for completion by
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The plan should not promote development that would
have adverse impacts on the water environment or risk
failure of water bodies not achieving at least good
ecological status.
The LDP should not create flood risks (from the sea or
rivers) and should actively promote sustainable flood risk
management without conflicting with river basin
management plans.

2011) and will guide development of national and
regional marine plans.
Provides a framework which will help balance
competing demands on Scotland's seas and
introduces duties for sustainable development,
protection and enhancement of marine areas,
mitigation of and adaptation to climate change,
marine planning and conservation and measures
to encourage economic investment.
Waste
 Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan (2010)
 SEPA Guidelines for Thermal
Treatment of Municipal Waste
 SEPA One Planet Prosperity – A
Waste to Resources Framework

Cross-Sectoral
 North East Scotland Fish Processing
Strategy Report 2015
 The Land Based Sector in NE
Scotland 2016
 Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire
Tourism Strategy 2013
 North East Scotland Food and Drink
Strategy 2015

The plan outlines Scotland's key objectives in
relation to waste prevention, recycling and
reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill on
the journey to a Zero Waste Scotland. The plan
proposes targets for Scotland’s waste and
delivering these targets will be supported by the
land-use planning system.
Provides a vision for Scotland where all waste is
seen as a resource; Waste is minimised; valuable
resources are not disposed of in landfills, and most
waste is sorted, leaving only limited amounts to be
treated.
REGIONAL
Sets the strategic economic context for land use
development. Sets out what needs to happen
over the period to 2021 to provide a transport
system that ensures continued economic growth,
improves accessibility and protects the
environment and our quality of life in Aberdeen
City and Shire.
Sets out a 5 year life plan identifying actions to be
undertaken towards the longer term economic
ambitions for Aberdeen City and Shire with
emphasis on sustainable economic growth
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LDP should support measures to manage waste in the
LDP area.

The strategy should support sustainable economic
growth.
The LDP should be compatible with the existing structure
plan.
LDP should seek to integrate with and complement the
aims of the RTS in relation to reducing congestion,
improving human health, tackling climate change and
provision of public transport to reduce dependency on
cars.
The LDP should support sustainable economic growth.

 NE Sustainable Energy Action Plan









(Aberdeen City, Shire, Moray and
Angus) Draft
Economic Growth Framework for
North East Scotland
‘Building on Energy Delivering the
Vision for 2025’ The Economic
Action Plan for Aberdeen City and
Shire 2013-2018
Regional Transport Strategy
Revised Regional Transport Strategy
2021
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic
Development Plan
Draft North East Regional Economic
Strategy

Nature Conservation & Biodiversity
 North East Scotland Local
Biodiversity Action Plan (2000)
 Forest and Woodland Strategy for
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen
(2005)

Ensures the protection and enhancement of the
biodiversity in the north east through the
development of effective, local, working
partnerships;
Ensure that national targets for species and
habitats, as specified in the UK Action Plan, are
translated into effective local action.
An action plan for the management of the River
Dee catchment

Water
 River Dee Catchment
Management Plan (2007)

 Records the current state of the Dee catchment,
including water quality, the type and extent of
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The strategy should aim to protect and enhance
biodiversity.
The LDP should promote and protect biodiversity.
The spatial strategy should not result in conflict with forest
and woodland priorities.

The strategy should not result in conflict with economic
and sustainability priorities
The strategy should aim to protect and enhance the
River Dee catchment
The strategy should work towards the Councils aim to
become carbon neutral.

 North East Flood Risk Management
Strategy 2015
 Local Flood Risk Management Plans
 CIRIA SUDS manual C753 (water
quality and quantity)
 North East Local Flood Risk
Management Plan 2016-2022

habitats and species in the catchment, and
important land management activities.
 Identifies key issues and puts forward potential
solutions through a series of actions.

The strategy should avoid air pollution
The Plan should contribute to delivering the actions
proposed in the Catchment Management Plan.
The LDP should not adversely impact on the water
environment covered by the area management plans.

LOCAL
Air and Climate
 Aberdeenshire Council Climate
Change Action Plan 2011 – 2015
 Aberdeenshire Air Quality Reports
2011
 Aberdeen City Air Quality Action
Plan
 Powering Aberdeen: Aberdeen City
Council Climate Change Action
Plan
Access, Landscape, Population &
Human Health
 Aberdeen City Core Paths Plan
 Aberdeenshire Core Paths Plan
2013
 Aberdeenshire Council Parks and
Public Open Spaces Strategy 2010
 Banff and Buchan Landscape
Character Assessment Report
(1997)
 South and Central Aberdeenshire
LCA (1998)
 Aberdeen City Landscape
Character Assessment
 Aberdeenshire Open Space
Strategy
 Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit

Outlines projects to achieve carbon reduction
targets.
Ensure air quality is below EU and Scottish
objectives

The strategy should work towards the Councils aim to
become carbon neutral.

Provides the basic framework of paths to meet
communities' needs (welcoming, well signed, and
well maintained) while minimizing any potential
conflict with land management.
The strategy sets standards for open space, and
hierarchies for open space. The document is
based on an audit of existing open space
Core Paths Plans and Access Strategies look to
promote themes of:
•
Green spaces
•
Human health and well being
•
Accessibility
•
Inclusion
•
Biodiversity

The LDP should support core paths, and ensure
development does not adversely affect core paths.
The LDP should ensure the strategy is incorporated.
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The strategy should avoid air pollution

LDP should contribute towards improving the health and
wellbeing of the LDP area by promoting core paths and
accessibility to the countryside and green places

 Aberdeen Open Space Audit
Waste
 Aberdeen City Waste Strategy
2010-2025
 Aberdeenshire Council Integrated
Sustainable Waste Management
Strategy

See above. The Zero Waste Plan revoked the Area
Waste Plans.
Sets out the Strategy for waste, promoting waste
prevention and encouraging households and
businesses to Reduce, Reuse and recover.

Soil
 Aberdeenshire Council
Contaminated Land Strategy 2011
 Aberdeen City Waste Strategy

The way in which potentially contaminated land is
dealt with; how it is identified, inspected, risk
assessed, and how /when remedial works are
carried out.

Community Planning
 Aberdeenshire Community Plans
(by Area)
 Aberdeenshire Community Local
outcomes improvement plans
 Aberdeen City Community Plans
(by Area)
 Aberdeen City Community Local
outcomes improvement plans
Historic Environment
 Aberdeenshire Council Historic
Environment Strategy
 Aberdeenshire Council
Archaeology Strategy 2014-17
 PAN 2/2011 Planning and
Archaeology
 The Scheduled Monuments
and Listed Buildings
(Miscellaneous Amendments)
(Scotland) Regulations 2015

The LDP should promote the aims of the waste hierarchy
and may identify new and emerging regional waste
facilities. It must ensure that those waste-management
facilities can be delivered in a sustainable manner and
effects on surrounding communities, the environment
and transportation systems are minimised as much as
practicable.
The LDP should seek to redevelopment contaminated
sites and avoid increasing the number of potentially
contaminated sites unnecessarily.

The strategy should take account of community plans.
Identifies actions and priorities for the local area,
some of which are relevant for planning.
There are 5 priorities: alcohol & other drugs,
children have the best start in life, older people
and community care, supporting communities and
volunteering, and transport.

Strategy which sets out a framework for future
work on the historic environment. Identifies
priorities, issues and opportunities.

123

The strategy should take account of the framework to
conserve and restore the historic environment.

Housing
 Aberdeenshire Local Housing
Strategy 2012-2017
 Aberdeen City Local Housing
Strategy
Land Use
 Aberdeen City Local Development
Plan 2012
 Aberdeen City Proposed Local
Development Plan 2015
 Aberdeenshire Proposed Local
Development Plan 2016
 The Aberdeenshire Land Use
Strategy Pilot
 Aberdeenshire Forest and
Woodland Strategy
Economic Development
 Aberdeen- The Smarter Way
 Aberdeen 5 Year business Plan
2013-2018
 Aberdeenshire Regeneration
Strategy 2016
 Aberdeen City Centre Masterplan
2015
 Aberdeenshire Economic
Development Strategy 2013-2016

Provides the strategic direction to tackle housing
need and demand and to inform the future
investment in housing and related services across
the local authority area

The strategy should take account of housing demand in
the region.

Explored integrated rural land use in
Aberdeenshire using and ecosystems approach.

The strategy should promote integrated rural land use
and protect and enhance the services the environment
provides to society.

Sets the context for development based on sound
financial viability and prudence.

The strategy should support sound financial principles.
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Appendix 7.4 Baseline
Appendix 7.4.1: SEA Topic - Climatic Factors
SEA Indicator

Quantified information

Comparators
targets

Natural
Resources
Consumption
(footprint)

Aberdeenshire’s annual
global footprint - in
global hectares per
person (gha/p)

Scotland’s annual
global footprint - in
global hectares per
person (gha/p)

Total: 5.60gha/p
Energy Consumption:
1.09gha/p (19%)
Food and drink:
1.11gha/p (20%)
Land Travel: 0.74ha/p
(13%)
Other (Government,
capital investment,
holiday activities,
consumables, services
and sports), 2.7gha/p
(48%)

Total: 5.34 gha/p

Aberdeen City’s annual
global footprint:

and

http://assets.wwf.org.uk
/downloads/efbriefing_j
an2009.pdf

Trends

Issues/constraints

Data source(s)

Both
Aberdeenshire and
Aberdeen City’s
global footprint is
higher than the
Scottish average.

Energy is the
largest
contributor to
Aberdeen City
and
Aberdeenshire’s
Global Footprint
and indicates
high energy
consumption
associated with
domestic fuels
like gas, oil,
electricity and
other fuels.

North East Global Footprint Project
http://www.scotlandsfootprint.org/tth
e-project/north-east.php

The main
contributors to the
NE’s global
footprint are
energy
consumption, food
and drink and land
travel.
Compared to
Scotland’s
footprint, both the
City and the shire
have higher
footprints

Total: 5.73gha/per
Energy and
Consumption: 1.14gha
(20%
Food and Drink
1.07gha/p(19%)
Land Travel: 0.81ha/p
(14%)
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The North East’s
Global Footprint
Project identified
transport, the Built
Environment and
Energy as areas
in which global
footprint
reductions could
be achieved.

Aberdeen City Council and
Aberdeenshire Council (2006)
Scotland’s Global Footprint Project –
Reduction Report for North East
Scotland Global Footprint Project,
Joint Global Footprint Co-ordinator,
Aberdeen City Council

Other: 2.7gha/p (48%)
Scotland’s annual
global footprint:
Total: 5.37gha/per
Total CO2
emissions (kt)

Per Capita CO2
emissions (kt)

Aberdeenshire
2012 - 2,095.6
2013 - 1,963.3
2014 - 1,800.1
2015 - 1,792.1

Scotland
2012 – 40,729.1
2013 – 38,291.0
2014 – 33,300.9
2015 - 32,742.4

Falling in both the
City and the Shire

It appears that
issues are
improving

Aberdeen City
2012 - 1,653.9
2013 - 1,569.7
2014 - 1,405.1
2015 - 1,335.2
Aberdeenshire
2012 – 8.2
2013 - 7.6
2014 - 6.9
2015 - 6.8

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regionalcarbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 Accessed 8/1/18

Scotland
2012 – 7.7
2013 –7.2
2014 –6.2
2015 - 6.1

Falling in both the
City and the Shire

It appears that
issues are
improving

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regionalcarbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 Accessed 8/1/18

Scotland
2012 - 18,344.0
2013 - 17,684.8
2014 - 14,891.3
2015 - 14,202.7

Falling in both the
City and the Shire

It appears that
issues are
improving

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-

Aberdeen City
2012 - 7.4
2013 – 6.9
2014 – 6.1
2015 – 5.8

Industry and
Commercial
CO2 emissions
(kt)

Aberdeenshire
2012 - 665.0
2013 - 653.7
2014 - 620.2
2015 - 615.3
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carbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 Accessed 8/1/18

Aberdeen City
2012 - 798.0
2013 - 741.8
2014 - 656.6
2015 - 601.3
Domestic CO2
emissions (kt)

Road Transport
CO2 emissions
(kt)

Aberdeenshire
2012 - 722.1
2013 -693.1
2014 - 596.7
2015 - 562.1

Scotland
2012 - 12,794.4
2013 - 12,317.3
2014 - 10,339.8
2015 - 9,865.1

Falling in both the
City and the Shire

It appears that
issues are
improving

Aberdeen City
2012 - 528.0
2013 - 506.6
2014 - 423.6
2015 - 406.1
Aberdeenshire
2012 - 599.7
2013 - 602.1
2014 - 618.1
2015 - 628.9

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regionalcarbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 ( Accessed 8/1/18

Scotland
2012- 10,408.9
2013 - 10,338.3
2014 - 10,486.1
2015 - 10,634.1

There appears to
be a slight
improvement in
Road Transport
emissions

Increased travel
by accounts for
this

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regionalcarbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 Accessed 8/1/18

Scotland
2012 - -818.3
2013 - -2,049.4
2014 - -2,416.2
2015 - -1,959.5

The rate of fall in
LULUCF CO2
emissions in
variable for both
the Shire and the

This depends on
the way we use
our land and
Forest resources

Department for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy data published on
29 June 2017 (Online) Available at
https://www.gov.uk/government/stat
istics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-

Aberdeen City
2012 - 319.8
2013 - 317.5
2014 - 322.6
2015 - 324.9
LULUCF*
CO2 emissions
(kt)

Aberdeenshire
2012 - 108.9
2013 - 14.4
2014 - -34.9
2015 - -14.2
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Aberdeen City
2012 - 8.1
2013 - 3.8
2014 - 2.3
2015 - 2.8
Potential
Vulnerable Area
(PVA) to
flooding
No of Area

Estimated
Weighted
Annual Average
damages within
PVA

23 PVAs in Aberdeen
City and Aberdeenshire

Aberdeen City
• 2011£22,390,000.00
• 2016
• 17,6000,000.00

City as is the case
for all Scotland

In Scotland, 243
Potentially Vulnerable
Areas were identified.
They are estimated to
contain 92% of the total
number of properties at
risk

carbon-dioxide-emissions-nationalstatistics-2005-2015 Accessed 8/1/18

No trend

PVA areas and
issues have to be
taken into
account and
allocating land
for development
and imposing
conditions on
development.

Worsening

Cost implication
for developing
areas at risk from
flooding must be
taken into
account and
allocating land
for development
and imposing
conditions on
development.

Aberdeenshire
• 2011 £17,080,000.00
• 2016
• £8,714,230.00
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SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html
A second set of Flood Risk
Management Strategies and Local
Flood Risk
Management Plans will be published
in December 2021 and June 2022
respectively
SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html
A second set of Flood Risk
Management Strategies and Local
Flood Risk
Management Plans will be published
in December 2021 and June 2022
respectively

Damage by
Flood likelihood

Aberdeen City (Dee,
Don, Denmore
Catchments)
• 2016
• £64.5m-£537m

Worsening

This range takes
into account
residential, nonresidential, roads,
vehicles and
agriculture

the value appears
to be lower but this
reflects actual
figures than an
earlier estimate

It has implications
for land
allocation and
development.

Worsening

It has implications
for land
allocation and
development.

Worsening

It has implications
for land
allocation and
development.

Aberdeenshire
(Aggregate of all
areas)
• 2016
• £52.7m - £273.25m
Total Area (Km
2) in PVA

Aberdeen City
• 2011 – 344
• 2016 - 126
Aberdeenshire
• 2011- 529

Residential
Properties in
PVA

Aberdeen City
• 2011- 1,943
• 2016 –10,440
Aberdeenshire
• 2011- 1820
 2016 -4,540

Non-Residential
Properties in
PVA

Aberdeen City
 2011- 375
 2016- 2,510
Aberdeenshire
 2011- 272
 2011 -1,380
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SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html
A second set of Flood Risk
Management Strategies and Local
Flood Risk
Management Plans will be published
in December 2021 and June 2022
respectively
SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html
SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html
A second set of Flood Risk
Management Strategies and Local
Flood Risk
Management Plans will be published
in December 2021 and June 2022
respectively
SEPA (2016) Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009: Flooding in
Scotland – Flood Risk Management
Strategy
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/FRMStrategi
es/norh-east.html

A second set of Flood Risk
Management Strategies and Local
Flood Risk
Management Plans will be published
in December 2021 and June 2022
respectively
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Appendix 7.4.2: SEA Topic - Air
SEA
Quantified
Indicator
information
Annual
Mean
Concentra
tion of No2

Aberdeen City
2013:12.9-70.4
2014:10.5-63.8
2015:10.0-58.2
2016: 09.6-54.1

Comparators and
targets
Objective
40µg/m3

Aberdeenshire
2013: 8:5 -33.1
2014:11.3-38.0
2015: 9.4–35.4
2016: None

Annual
Mean
Concentra
tion of
PM10

Aberdeen City
2013:13-26
2014:15-26
2015:12-20
2016:12-16

Objective
18µg/m3

Trends

Out of measurements
at 62 monitoring
stations, the EU
objective has been
breached in 23
locations in 2013, 22
locations in 2014, 19
locations in 2015 and
18 locations in 2016.
The locations with
highest readings
include Market Street
in 2013 and 2016,
Great Northern Road
in 2014 and Union
Street in 2015.
The Objective is not
breached in
Aberdeenshire
There were
exceedances in 4 out
of 6 stations in 2013; 3
out of 6 in 2014, 2 out
of 6 in 2015 and none
in 2016.

Aberdeenshire
None
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Issues/constrai
nts

Data source(s)

Traffic mainly
2017 Air Quality Annual
Progress Report (APR) for
Aberdeen City Council
2016 Air Quality Annual
Progress Report (APR) for
Aberdeenshire Council

Traffic,
construction

2017 Air Quality Annual
Progress Report (APR) for
Aberdeen City Council

Annual
Mean
Concentra
tion of
PM2.5

Aberdeen City
2013:9
2014: 10
2015: 8-11
2016:5-7

Objective
10µg/m3

Apart from 2015
when 2 stations
experienced
exceedances, there
has not been any
other exceedances

Aberdeenshire
None
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2017 Air Quality Annual
Progress Report (APR) for
Aberdeen City Council

Appendix 7.4.3: SEA Topic - Water
SEA Indicator
Quantified
information
Overall Status of
surface water
High

Aberdeen
2014 – 3
2016 - 3
2021 – 3
2027 – 3

Comparators
and targets

Trends

Scotland
2014 – 269
2016 - 433
2021 - 270
2027 - 270

Almost at the same
level by 2027

Scotland
2014 – 1251
2016 - 1584
2021 - 1620
2027 - 2243

Increasing

Scotland
2014 – 639
2016 - 695
2021 - 342
2027 - 563

Increasing

Aberdeenshire
2014 – 18
2016 - 14
2021 - 18
2027 - 18
Overall Status of
surface water
Good

Aberdeen
2014 – 2
2016 - 3
2021 – 6
2027 – 12

Issues/constraints

Data source(s)

Modifications to
beds, banks and
shores; rural defuse
pollution; man-made
barriers to fish
migration; waste
water (sewerage)
discharges; public
water supply; and
industrial use can
activities; urban and
rural land use

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Same as above

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Aberdeenshire
2014 – 71
2016 - 84
2021 - 95
2027 - 171
Overall Status of
surface water
Moderate

Aberdeen
2014 – 5
2016 - 4
2021 – 4
2027 – 3

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
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Same as above

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Overall Status of
surface water
Poor

Aberdeenshire
2014 – 51
2016 - 45
2021 - 40
2027 - 19
Aberdeen
2014 – 4
2016 - 4
2021 – 4
2027 – 0

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
Scotland
2014 – 448
2016 - 131
2021 - 315
2027 - 0

The following water bodies in
Aberdeen City are poor. Den
Burn, Elrick Burn - d/s,
Newmachar WWTP, Black
Burn and
Leuchar Burn

Aberdeenshire
2014 – 37
2016 - 34
2021 - 29
2027 - 2
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The following water
bodies in Aberdeenshire
are poor.
Burn of Brydock, Rosy
Burn, Burn of King Edward
River Isla - source to Keith,
River Bogie - Culdrain to
Huntly, Burn of
Auchmacoy, River Ugie North/South confl to tidal
limit, Crooko Burn, North
Ugie Water - upper
catchment, South Ugie
Water - Stuartfield to
Longside, Burn of
Ludquharn
Quhomery Burn, Burn of
Keithfield/ Raxton Burn
Ebrie Burn, Youlie Burn /
Bronie Burn, Findon Burn
Burn of Muchalls, Carron
Water, Bervie Water upper catchment, Elrick
Burn - d/s Newmachar
WWTP, Elrick Burn - u/s
Newmachar WWTP
Black Burn, Newmill Burn,
Tuach Burn / Tillakae Burn,
Shevock Burn, Esset Burn,
Leuchar Burn
Water of Feugh - lower
catchment, Beltie Burn,
Dess Burn - upper stretch,
River Muick - Allt an Dubh
Loch, Loch of Strathbeg,
Loch of Skene, and Loch
Kinord

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Overall Status of
surface water
Bad

Aberdeen
2014 – 4
2016 = 4
2021 – 2
2027 – 0
Aberdeenshire
2014 – 33
2016 - 33
2021 - 28
2027 - 0

Scotland
2014 – 132
2016 - 405
2021 - 109
2027 - 0

The following water
bodies in Aberdeen are
bad
South Mundurno Burn,
River Dee - Peterculter
to tidal limit, Gormack
Burn and Brodiach Burn
/ Ord Burn
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The following water
bodies in
Aberdeenshire are
bad. Water of
Philorth / Water of
Tyrie, Burn of
Savoch/ Logie Burn,
Black Water - u/s St
Fergus, Burn of
Fortrie, Idoch Water,
Burn of Turriff, Keithny
Burn / Forgue Burn,
Shiel Burn
Slains Burn, Water of
Cruden - u/s Hatton
WWTP, Laeca Burn
Forvie Burn, Tarty
Burn, Foveran Burn,
South Mundurno
Burn, Faichfield Burn,
Greenspeck Burn,
Crichie Burn,
Leeches Burn
Water of Fedderate,
South Ugie Water New Deer to
Stuartfield, Burn of
Elsick, Forthie Water,
Bervie Water - lower
catchment, River
Dee - Peterculter to
tidal limit, Gormack
Burn, Brodiach Burn /
Ord Burn, Kinnernie
Burn, Bo Burn, Dess
Burn / Lumphanan

https://www.environment.gov.scot/ourenvironment/water/scotland-s-freshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environment-hub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Burn, Tarland Burn
and Cowie Burn
Overall water
chemistry - Pass

Aberdeen
2016 – 33

Scotland
2016 - 3240

Increasing

Same as above

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 8

In Aberdeenshre only
Potterton Burn has failed this
test.
In Aberdeen City no water
body has failed this test.

Same as above

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 459

Same as above

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 1389

Same as above

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 770

Same as above

Same as above

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 209
Overall water
chemistry - fail

Aberdeen
2016 – 0
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 1

Overall water
ecology- High

Aberdeen
2016 – 3
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 14

Overall water
ecology - Good

Aberdeen
2016 – 1
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 83

Overall water
ecology Moderate

Aberdeen
2016 – 4
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 46
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Overall water
ecology - Bad

Aberdeen
2016 – 4

Scotland
2016 - 191

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 33

Overall water
ecology - Poor

Aberdeen
2016 – 6
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 34

Scotland
2016 - 349

In Aberdeenshire the
following water bodies are
bad.
Kessock Burn, Water of
Philorth / Water of Tyrie, Burn
of Savoch/ Logie Burn, Black
Water - u/s St Fergus, Burn of
Fortrie, Idoch Water, Burn of
Turriff, Keithny Burn / Forgue
Burn, Shiel Burn, Slains Burn,
Water of Cruden - u/s Hatton
WWTP, Laeca Burn, Forvie
Burn, Tarty Burn, Foveran Burn
South Mundurno Burn,
Faichfield Burn, Greenspeck
Burn
Crichie Burn, Leeches Burn,
Water of Fedderate, South
Ugie Water - New Deer to
Stuartfield, Burn of Elsick,
Forthie Water, Bervie Water lower catchment, River Dee Peterculter to tidal limit,
Gormack Burn, Brodiach Burn
/ Ord Burn, Kinnernie Burn, Bo
Burn, Dess Burn / Lumphanan
Burn, Tarland Burn and Cowie
Burn
In Aberdeenshire the
following water bodies are
poor.
Burn of Brydock, Rosy Burn,
Burn of King Edward, River Isla
- source to Keith, River Bogie Culdrain to Huntly, Burn of
Auchmacoy, River Ugie North/South confl to tidal limit
Crooko Burn, North Ugie
Water - upper catchment,
South Ugie Water - Stuartfield
to Longside, Burn of
Ludquharn
Quhomery Burn, Burn of
Keithfield/ Raxton Burn, Ebrie
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The following water
bodies are bad in the
City.
South Mundurno Burn,
River Dee , Peterculter to
tidal limit, Gormack Burn
and Brodiach Burn / Ord
Burn

In the City the folowing
water bodies are poor.
Den Burn, Elrick Burn - d/s
Newmachar WWTP, Black
Burn, Leuchar Burn, Dee
(Aberdeen) Estuary and
Don Estuary to Souter
Head (Aberdeen)

Burn, Youlie Burn / Bronie Burn,
Findon Burn
Burn of Muchalls, Carron
Water, Bervie Water - upper
catchment, Elrick Burn - d/s
Newmachar WWTP, Elrick
Burn - u/s Newmachar WWTP,
Black Burn, Newmill Burn,
Tuach Burn / Tillakae Burn,
Shevock Burn, Esset Burn,
Leuchar Burn, Water of Feugh
- lower catchment, Beltie
Burn, Dess Burn - upper
stretch, River Muick - Allt an
Dubh Loch, Loch of
Strathbeg. Loch of Skene and
Loch Kinord

Overall water
hydrology- High

Aberdeen
2016 – 10

Scotland
2016 - 1876

None

None

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 274

None

None

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 456

None

None

Same as above

Scotland
2016 - 102

None

None

Same as above

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 161
Overall water
hydrology - Good

Aberdeen
2016 – 2
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 23

Overall water
hydrology Moderate

Aberdeen
2016 – 1
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 8

Overall water
hydrology - Bad

Aberdeen
2016 – 0
Aberdeenshire
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2016 - 0

Overall water
hydrology - Poor

Aberdeen
2016 – 0

Scotland
2016 - 35

None

None

Same as above

Modifications to
beds, banks and
shores; rural defuse
pollution; man-made
barriers to fish
migration; waste
water (sewerage)
discharges; public
water supply; and
industrial use can
activities; urban and
rural land use

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

As above

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0
Overall Status of
ground water

Aberdeen
2016 - 0

Scotland
2016 - 0

High
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0

Overall Status of
ground water

Aberdeen
2016 - 8

Scotland
2016 - 320

None

Good
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 37

Overall Status of
ground water

Aberdeen
2016 - 0

Moderate

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0

Scotland
2016 - 0

None

As above
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Overall Status of
ground water
Poor

Aberdeen
2016 - 0

Scotland
2016 - 83

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 9

Overall Status of
ground water
Bad

Aberdeen
2016 - 0

Scotland
2016 - 0

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

In Aberdeenshire, the following
water bodies are poor: Cullen, St
Cyrus, Montrose, Stonehaven,
Drumlithie, Laurencekirk, Ellon,
North Esk Sand and Gravel,
South Esk Valley and Montrose
Coastal.

None

As above

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0

Overall water ground water
ecology - Bad

Aberdeen
2016 – 4
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 33

Scotland
2016 - 191

In Aberdeenshire the
following water bodies are
bad.
Kessock Burn, Water of
Philorth / Water of Tyrie, Burn
of Savoch/ Logie Burn, Black
Water - u/s St Fergus, Burn of
Fortrie, Idoch Water, Burn of
Turriff, Keithny Burn / Forgue
Burn, Shiel Burn, Slains Burn,
Water of Cruden - u/s Hatton
WWTP, Laeca Burn, Forvie
Burn, Tarty Burn, Foveran Burn
South Mundurno Burn,
Faichfield Burn, Greenspeck
Burn
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The following water
bodies are bad in the
City.
South Mundurno Burn,
River Dee , Peterculter to
tidal limit, Gormack Burn
and Brodiach Burn / Ord
Burn

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
Same as above

Overall water ground water
ecology - Poor

Aberdeen
2016 – 6
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 34

Scotland
2016 - 349

Crichie Burn, Leeches Burn,
Water of Fedderate, South
Ugie Water - New Deer to
Stuartfield, Burn of Elsick,
Forthie Water, Bervie Water lower catchment, River Dee Peterculter to tidal limit,
Gormack Burn, Brodiach Burn
/ Ord Burn, Kinnernie Burn, Bo
Burn, Dess Burn / Lumphanan
Burn, Tarland Burn and Cowie
Burn
In Aberdeenshire the
following water bodies are
poor.
Burn of Brydock, Rosy Burn,
Burn of King Edward, River Isla
- source to Keith, River Bogie Culdrain to Huntly, Burn of
Auchmacoy, River Ugie North/South confl to tidal limit
Crooko Burn, North Ugie
Water - upper catchment,
South Ugie Water - Stuartfield
to Longside, Burn of
Ludquharn
Quhomery Burn, Burn of
Keithfield/ Raxton Burn, Ebrie
Burn, Youlie Burn / Bronie Burn,
Findon Burn
Burn of Muchalls, Carron
Water, Bervie Water - upper
catchment, Elrick Burn - d/s
Newmachar WWTP, Elrick
Burn - u/s Newmachar WWTP,
Black Burn, Newmill Burn,
Tuach Burn / Tillakae Burn,
Shevock Burn, Esset Burn,
Leuchar Burn, Water of Feugh
- lower catchment, Beltie
Burn, Dess Burn - upper
stretch, River Muick - Allt an
Dubh Loch, Loch of
Strathbeg. Loch of Skene and
Loch Kinord
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In the City the folowing
water bodies are poor.
Den Burn, Elrick Burn - d/s
Newmachar WWTP, Black
Burn, Leuchar Burn, Dee
(Aberdeen) Estuary and
Don Estuary to Souter
Head (Aberdeen)

Overall water ground water
hydrology- High

Aberdeen
2016 – 10

Scotland
2016 - 1876

None

None

As above

Scotland
2016 - 274

None

None

As above

Scotland
2016 - 456

None

None

As above

Scotland
2016 - 102

None

None

As above

Scotland
2016 - 35

None

None

As above

Scotland
2014 - 1224
2021 - 1372
2027 - 1525

None

None

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 161
Overall water ground water
hydrology - Good

Aberdeen
2016 – 2
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 23

Overall water ground water
hydrology Moderate

Aberdeen
2016 – 1

Overall water ground water
hydrology - Bad

Aberdeen
2016 – 0

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 8

Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0
Overall water ground water
hydrology - Poor

Aberdeen
2016 – 0
Aberdeenshire
2016 - 0

Water quality of
surface water
Good

Aberdeen
2014 – 5
2021 – 8
2027 – 10
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Aberdeenshire
2014 - 87
2021 - 111
2027 - 127
Water quality of
surface water
Moderate

Water quality of
surface water
Poor

Water quality of
surface water
Bad

Physical
conditions of
surface water

Aberdeen
2014 – 7
2021 – 4
2027 – 3
Aberdeenshire
2014 - 52
2021 - 32
2027 - 19
Aberdeen
2014 – 1
2021 – 1
2027 – 0
Aberdeenshire
2014 - 9
2021 - 5
2027 - 2
Aberdeen
2014 – 0
2021 – 0
2027 – 0
Aberdeenshire
2014 - 0
2021 - 0
2027 - 0
Aberdeen
2014 – 3
2021 – 3
2027 – 3

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
Scotland
2014 - 481
2021 - 358
2027 - 234

Scotland
2014 - 58
2021 - 35
2027 - 0

Scotland
2014 - 0
2021 - 0
2027 - 0

Scotland
2014 - 1078
2021 - 1078
2027 - 1078

None

None

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

None

None

None

None

None
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

High

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Aberdeenshire
2014 - 44
2021 - 44
2027 - 44
Physical
conditions of
surface water
Good

Aberdeen
2014 – 4
2021 – 8
2027 – 15

Scotland
2014 - 1353
2021 - 1413
2027 - 1663

None

None

https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Aberdeenshire
2014 - 94
2021 - 102
2027 - 166
Physical
conditions of
surface water
Moderate

Aberdeen
2014 – 7
2021 – 4
2027 – 3

Physical
conditions of
surface water
Poor

Aberdeenshire
2014 - 52
2021 - 32
2027 - 19
Aberdeen
2014 – 2
2021 – 1
2027 – 0

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/

Scotland
2014 - 182
2021 - 153
2027 - 0

Scotland
2014 - 52
2021 - 38
2027 - 0

None

None

None

None

https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Aberdeenshire
2014 - 27
2021 - 15
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2027 - 0

Physical
conditions of
surface water

Aberdeen
2014 – 4
2021 – 2
2027 – 0

Scotland
2014 - 76
2021 - 59
2027 - 0

None

None

Bad
Aberdeenshire
2014 - 33
2021 - 28
2027 - 0
No data

None

None

Water quality of
ground water

No data

None

None

Physical
conditions of
ground water

No data

None

None

Overall Status of
ground water
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https://www.environment.gov.scot/o
ur-environment/water/scotland-sfreshwater/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18
https://www.sepa.org.uk/datavisualisation/water-environmenthub/
Accessed 9/1/18

Appendix 7.4.4: SEA Topic - Soil
SEA Indicator Quantified
information
Land
contamination

Comparators
and targets

Trends

Issues/constr
aints

Data source(s)

Aberdeenshire
4 statutorily
identified
contaminated sites

no statutorily
identified
contaminated sites
in Aberdeen

Legal regime is in place to
deal with contaminated
sites therefore this position
should improve in the future.

Aberdeen
None

900 potentially
contaminated sites

Contaminated
land places
financial and
technological
constraints on
development.
.

Aberdeen City Council Contaminated
Land Strategy August 2016 (Online)
Available at
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/site
s/aberdeen-cms/files/201712/Contaminated%20Land%20Inspecti
on%20Strategy.pdf Accessed 9
January 2018

.
Aberdeenshire Council (2011)
Public Register of Contaminated Land
(online) Available at
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/me
dia/17044/public-register-ofcontaminated-land-index-nov11.pdf
Accessed 9 January 2018

.

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/l
and/contaminated-land/localauthority-contaminated-land-support/
Accessed 9 January 2018
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Prime
agricultural land
(Grades 1 to 3.1)

Aberdeenshires
prime agricultural
land is concentrated
in central and
southern
Aberdeenshire.
Grade 2 near
Laurencekirk
(approx 950ha)

Net loss of Scottish
agriculture land
from roads, housing
and industry has
doubled from
588ha in 1989 to
1,402ha in 2003.

Climate change could
increase the level of prime
agricultural land in
Scotland, however this may
cause conflicts with sites of
high biodiversity value,
sensitive or designated sites.

Prime
agricultural land
may require
further
protection from
development as
demand for
development
rises and as land
for food
production rises.

Aberdeen contains
very little prime
agricultural land
(300ha).

Waste
generated

Aberdeen
2013 - 94117
2014 – 96130
2016 - 96123

Potential
impacts of
climate may
constrain prime
agricultural land
available in the
future.

Scotland
2013 - 2411706
2014 – 2459559
2016 - 2498981

Falling and rising

Aberdeen
2013 - 414
2014 – 420
2016 – 418

Scotland
2016 - 462

Falling and rising
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Scottish Government (2009): The
Scottish Soil Framework
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publicati
ons/2009/05/20145602/6

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change
but
education has to
increase

http://www.environment.scotland.gov
.uk/get-interactive/data/householdwaste/

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/
https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/household-

Aberdeenshire
2013 - 131811
2014 – 131390
2016 - 131863
Rate
(kg/person)

Scottish Executive Statistics (2005):
Economic Report on Scottish
Agriculture
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publicati
ons/2005/06/2290402/05121

https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

Aberdeenshire
2013 - 527
2014 – 504
2016 - 503
Waste recycled

Rate %

Waste landfilled

Rate %

Aberdeen
2013 - 34956
2014 – 36742
2016 - 37498
Aberdeenshire
2013 - 47220
2014 - 52479
2016 - 57305
Aberdeen
2013 – 37.27
2014 - 37.14
2016 – 39.01
Aberdeenshire
2013 – 35.55
2014 - 35.82
2016 – 43.46
Aberdeen
2013 - 59051
2014 – 59034
2016 - 58021
Aberdeenshire
2013 - 84421
2014 – 78734
2016 - 72995
Aberdeen
2013 – 62.72
2014 - 62.74
2016 – 60.36

waste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

Scotland
2013 - 0
2014 – 1053249
2016 - 1129493

Falling and rising

Scotland
2016 – 45.2

Scotland
2013 - 1290829
2014 – 1212411
2016 - 1131806

Falling

Scotland
2016 – 45.29

Falling and rising
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Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/
https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/household-

https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

Aberdeenshire
2013 – 64.45
2014 - 64.05
2016 – 55.36
Waste other
diversion

Aberdeen
2013 - 109
2014 – 354
2016 - 604

Scotland
2013 - 0
2014 – 193190
2016 - 237205

Rising

education has
to increase

waste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/

Human attitudes
is very hard to
change but
education has
to increase

www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/ge
t-interactive/data/household-waste/

Because of the
relationship
between peat
and climate
change
development
must be
directed away
from peat soils

www.macaulay.ac.uk

Aberdeenshire
2013 - 170
2014 – 177
2016 - 1564
Rate %

Peat soils

Aberdeen
2013 – 0.12
2014 - 0.12
2016 – 0.63
Aberdeenshire
2013 - 0
2014 – 0.13
2016 – 1.19

Scotland
2016 – 9.49

4 types of peaty soils

With respect of the
rest of Scotland
Aberdeen City and
Shire seem to be at
the fringes of peat
soils






Blanket peat
Peaty
podsols
Peaty gleys
Organic soils
rich in peat

Blanket peat is moderately
distributed to the southwest
of Aberdeen City and Shire
and with a few dots in the
northeast of the region
Peaty podzol is densely
distributed to the southwest
of Aberdeen City and Shire
and with a few dots in the
northeast of the region
Peaty gleys is sparsely
distributed to the southwest
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https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

https://www.environment.gov.scot/da
ta-analysis-applications/householdwaste/ (Online) Accessed 9 January
2018

of Aberdeen City and Shire
and with a few dots in the
northeast of the region
Organic soils rich in peat is
moderately distributed to
the southwest of Aberdeen
City and Shire and with a
few dots in the northeast of
the region
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Appendix 7.4.5: SEA Topic - Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna
SEA
Quantified
Comparators
Trends
Indicator
information
and targets
Land Over

Issues/ constraints

Aberdeenshire

Data source(s)
Land Use Change Issues and
Opportunities for Aberdeenshire
(January 2015) (online) Available
at
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.u
k/media/20170/aberdeenshireland-use-strategy-pilot-overviewreport-full.pdf Accessed on 10
January 2018

Broad leaf
woodland (%)

2015 – 4
2018 - None

No comparators

No trend

None

Countryside Survey’s Land Cover
Map
2007
(LCM2007)
(online)Available
at
https://www.ceh.ac.uk/sites/defa
ult/files/LCM2007%20dataset%20d
ocumentation.pdf
Accessed on 10 January 2018
Same as above

Coniferous
woodland (%)
Arable (%)

2015 – 11
2018 - None
2015 – 26
2018 - None
2015 – 23
2018 - None
2015 – 8
2018 - None

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

Improved
grassland (%)
Rough and
semi-natural
grassland (%)
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Water and
wetland (%)
Heather
moorland (%)
Montane and
bare land (%)
Urban and
sub-urban (%)
International
natural
heritage
designations
(Ramsar)

2015 – 3
2018 - None
2015 – 14
2018 - None
2015 – 9
2018 - None
2015 – 2
2018 - None
Aberdeenshire –
4 sites namely:
Loch of Skene, Loch
of Strathbeg,
Muir of Dinnet and
Ythan Estuary and
Meikle Loch

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No comparators

No trend

None

Same as above

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

Hectares – 1208.61

International
natural
heritage
designations
(Special Areas
of
Conservation
(SAC)
International
natural
heritage
designations
(Special
Protection
Areas (SPA)

Aberdeen City
site – 0
hectare - 0
Aberdeenshire –
sites – 12
Hectares – 5545
Aberdeen City
site – 1
hectare - 155
Aberdeenshire –
sites – 9
Hectares – 2227
Aberdeen City
site – 0
hectare - 0
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National
natural
heritage
designations Sites of Special
Scientific
Interest (SSSI)
National
natural
heritage
designations
National
Nature Reserve
(NNR)
Local Nature
Conservation
Sites (LNCS)

Aberdeenshire –
sites – 85
Hectares - 15,655

Local natural
heritage
designations Scottish Wildlife
Trust Reserves
Local natural
heritage
designations RSPB Reserves

Local natural
heritage
designations Ancient
Woodland

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

Aberdeenshire –
sites – 79
Aberdeen City
site – 16

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

Aberdeenshire
data

Council

internal

Aberdeenshire –
sites – 4
Hectares – N/A
Aberdeen City
site – 0
hectare – N/A
Aberdeenshire –
sites – 3
Hectares – N/A
Aberdeen City
site – 0
hectare – N/A
Aberdeenshire –
sites – 2,584
Hectares - 45,000
Aberdeen City
site – 140

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

Aberdeenshire
data

Council

internal

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

Aberdeenshire
data

Council

internal

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNH,
SNHi
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp (Accessed 12 March
2013)
Source: SNH 2009

Aberdeen City
site – 4
hectare - 47
Aberdeenshire –
sites – 7
Hectares - 1072
Aberdeen City
site – 0
hectare - 0
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Country Park

Area Covered
by S.49
Agreement

Local Nature
Reserve

Quality and
availability of
public open
space in urban
and rural areas

hectare – N/A
Aberdeen City
0
Aberdeenshire
4 sites
Aberdeen City
0
Aberdeenshire
1 site
Aberdeen City
4 sites
Aberdeenshire
2 sites
Data for
Aberdeenshire
Councils Open
Space Audit was not
available.
The Aberdeen City
audit identified 3471
hectares of open
space (not including
private gardens or
sites under 0.2
hectares). The
quality of open
space varies across
the city with public
parks and gardens
rating the highest
and allotments and
business amenity

.

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

No trend

New development has
the potential to put
pressure on site

SNHi accessed in July 2016
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink
/index.jsp

The poorest quality parks
and open spaces tend
to be found within the
regeneration priority
areas. It is more difficult
to provide open space
within densely populated
areas.

Development pressure
to build on urban open
spaces.

Aberdeen City Council
Open Space Audit
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Revised standards for
open space could
encourage the
development of more
useful, publicly
desirable and efficient
types of open space,
such as natural areas,
green corridors, play
spaces and allotments.
This detail is likely to be
taken forward through
the local development
plan and
supplementary
guidance.

(2010)

open space scoring
the lowest rating
How
“Protection of
nature
conservation
sites” Policy is
applied to
Planning
Applications

How
“Protection of
the wider
biodiversity
and
geodiversity”
Policy is
applied to
Planning
Applications

How
“Protection
and
conservation
of agricultural
land” Policy is
applied to

No data
Aberdeenshire
Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 0
 10/12- 06/13- 20
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 0
 10/12- 06/13- 16
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 – 0
 10/12- 06/13- 4
Aberdeen City
o
Aberdeenshire
Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 13
 0/12- 06/13- 241
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 9
 10/12- 06/13- 209
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 – 4
 10/12- 06/13- 33
Aberdeen City
0
Aberdeenshire
Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 1
 10/12- 06/13- 30
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 1

Number of applications
have increased

Applications with LSE
are being refused while
applications consistent
with safeguards are
being approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

Number of applications
have increased

Applications with LSE
are being refused while
applications consistent
with safeguards are
being approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

Number of applications
have increased

Applications with LSE
are being refused while
applications consistent
with safeguards are
being approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement
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Planning
Applications

 10/12- 06/13- 26
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 – 0
 10/12- 06/13- 4
Aberdeen 0
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Appendix 7.4.6: SEA Topic - Human Health
SEA
Quantified
Comparators and Trends
Indicator
information
targets
Life
expectancy at
birth (years)

Aberdeenshire:
Male
 2002-2004 -79.4
 2012-2014 -76.3
 2014-2016 – 79.2
Female
 2002-2004 -80.8
 2012-2014 -82.3
 2014-2016 -82.4

Scotland
Male
 2002-2004 -73.8
 2012-2014 -77.1
 2014-2016 – 77.1
Female
 2002-2004 -79.0
 2012-2014 - 81.1
 2014-2016 – 81.2

Issues/
constraints

Life
expectancy
is
improving year on year
in the City and the Shire
compared with Scottish
figures. The Shire is faring
much better than the
City. In both the City and
the Shire female
life
expectancy is much
higher

Increasing
life
expectancy
has
longer-term
cost
implications
for
local authorities for
service
provisions
for
ageing
population.

No trend

Healthy Life
Expectancy
represents the
number of years
that an individual
can expect to live
in good health.

Data source(s)
National Records of Scotland (2018).
Life Expectancy for areas in Scotland,
[Online]
Available
at
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statis
tics-and-data/statistics/statistics-bytheme/life-expectancy/lifeexpectancy-in-scottish-areas
(Accessed 10 January 2018)

Aberdeen
Male
 2002-2004 – 74.4
 2012-2014 – 76.8
 2014-2016 - 76.4
Female
 2002-2004 – 79.9
 2012-2014 – 80.1
 2014-2016 – 80.8

Life
expectancy at
65 years

Aberdeenshire
male
 2012-2014 –17.1
 2014-2016 - 18.3
female
 2012-2014 – 18.5
 2014-2016 – 20.3

Scotland
male
 2012-2014 – 17.4
 2014-2016- 17.4
female
 2012-2014 – 19.7
 2014-2016 – 19.7
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Same as above

Aberdeen
male
 2012-2014 – 18.4
 2014-2016 – 16.9
female
 2012-2014 – 20.2
 2014-2016 – 19.7

Care home
place for
Adults

Children
looked after by
LA

Aberdeenshire
2012- 2,061
2015 - 2,129
Aberdeen
2012 -2,036
2015 - 1,769
Aberdeenshire
2010 -496
2011- 498
2014 – 403

Scotland
2015- 42,026

No trend

Ageing population
and disability will
put pressure on
resources

Scotland
2014 - 15,580

Things are improving in
the City and the Shire

Pressure on
Government and
LA resources

Scotland
2014 - 2,882

Things are improving in
the City compared with
the Shire where the
situation improved in
2010 but rose again in
2011

Pressure on
Government and
LA resources

Aberdeen City Council (2016) Behind
the Granite: Aberdeen Key Facts
2016 Available
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/to
urism_visitor_attractions/tourists_visitor
s/statistics/BTG_2016_Care_and_Prot
ection.asp (Accessed 11 July 2016)
Same as above

Aberdeen
2010 -690
2011- 642
2014 – 577

Children on
child
protection
register

Aberdeenshire
2009 - 81
2010 -51
2011- 68
2014 – 68
Aberdeen
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Same as above

2009 - 180
2010 - 119
2011- 96
2014 - 73
All crimes
recorded by
police

Fuel poor

Income
support

Aberdeenshire
2013/14 - 6,836
2014/15- 5,681
Aberdeen
2013/14 - 15,390
2014/15- 13,912
Aberdeenshire
2009-11 -35%
2012-14 - 39%
Aberdeen
2009-11- 23%
2012-14 - 29%
Aberdeenshire
Feb 2012 -2980
Feb 2015- 1,310

Scotland
2013/14 - 270,397
2014/15- 256,350

Things are improving

Crime and fear of
crime can affects
people’s quality of
life

Same as above

Scotland
Feb 2015 - 65%

Things are worsening

Same as above

Scotland
Feb 2015 - 67,330

No trend collected

Worsening
economy, longer
winters, higher fuel
prices and falling
value of the
pounds worsens
the situation
Pressure on
Government and
LA resources

Scotland
1/2015 - 82,138 (2.9)
1/2016 - 71,932(2.6)
5/2016 – 73,614 (2.6)
11/2017 – 81,252 (2.9)

Rising in Aberdeen City
and the Shire but begins
to fall by November
2017. The figures are
lower than Scottish
average

The down turn in
the oil market may
be the cause of
rising
unemployment

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports
/lmp/la/1946157405/report.aspx#tab
empunemp

Same as above

Aberdeen
Feb 2012 -4420
Feb 2015 - 1,770
Unemploymen
t benefit
claimants
Figures (%)

Aberdeenshire
1/2015 - 1,080 (0.7)
1/2016 - 2,025 (1.2)
5/2016 – 2,470 (1.5)
11/2017 1, 965 (1.2)
Aberdeen
1/2015 - 1,635 (1.0)
1/2016 - 2,710 (1.7)
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https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports
/lmp/gor/2013265931/report.aspx#ta
bempocc
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports
/lmp/la/1946157406/printable.aspx

5/2016 – 3,405 (1.5)
11/2017 – 3,160 ((2.0)
Most deprived
data zones –
SIMD in most
deprived 15%

Incapacity
benefit

Aberdeenshire
2009 - 5
2012 – 5
2016 - No data
Aberdeen
2009 - 28
2012 – 22
2016 - No data
Aberdeenshire
2012 – 3810
2015 – 230
2016 – 7,040

Accessed 10 January 2018
Scotland
2009 - 1301
2012 – 976
2016 - No data

Falling

Scotland

Not clear

2015 - 7,060
2016 – 270,970

2016 is for ESA and
incapacity benefits

Aberdeen
2012– 4840
2015 – 230
2016 – 8,620
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Pressure on
Government and
LA resources

Pressure on
Government and
LA resources

Aberdeen City Council (2016)
Behind the Granite
Aberdeen City Key Facts
2016

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports
/lmp/gor/2013265931/report.aspx#ta
bempocc
Accessed 10 January 2018

Appendix 7.4.7: SEA Topic - Population
SEA Indicator
Quantified
Comparators and
information
targets

Trends

Issues/constraints

Data source(s)

Population
Projection 2014based

Aberdeenshire
 2015 - 262578
 2016 – 264613
 2017 - 266756
 2018 – 268988
Aberdeen
 2015 - 231014
 2016 – 232613
 2017 - 234284
 2018 - 235986

Scotland
 2015 - 5364732
 2016 – 5380278
 2017 - 5395632
 2018 – 5411524
SDP Area
 2015 - 490045
 2016 – 493693
 2017 - 497531
 2018 – 501484

The projections show
increasing population in
the City and the Shire

It has implication for
increased provision
of housing, industry
and services to meet
the needs of growing
population
and
therefore
the
potential pressure on
resources

National Records of Scotland (2018).
Population Projections for Scottish
Areas
(2014-based)
(Online)
Available
at
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statis
tics-and-data/statistics/statistics-bytheme/population/populationprojections/sub-national-populationprojections/2014-based/detailedtables
Accessed on 10 January 2018

Household
projections
(based on 2014)

Aberdeenshire
 2014 – 108381
 2019 - 114391
 2024 – 120276

Aberdeen
 2014 – 105287
 2019 - 109846
 2024 – 114880

Scotland
 2014 – 2418336
 2019 - 2503212
 2024 – 2580490

The projections show
increasing households in
the City and the Shire

Same as above

National Records of Scotland (2018).
Household Projections for Scottish
Areas
(2014-based)
(Online)
Available
at
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statis
tics-and-data/statistics/statistics-bytheme/housholds/householdprojections
Accessed on 10 January 2018

Average
Household size

Aberdeenshire
 2013 – 2.38
 2014 – 2.38
 2015 – 2.37
 2016 - 2.35

Scotland
 2013 – 2.18
 2014 – 2.17
 2015 – 2.17
 2016 – 2.16

The projections show
falling household size in
the City and the Shire

Same as above

National Records of Scotland (2018).
Household Projections for Scottish
Areas
(2014-based)
(Online)
Available
at

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/file
s//statistics/householdestimates/2016/house-est-16.pdf

Aberdeen
 2013 – 2.08
 2014 – 2.09
 2015 – 2.10

Accessed on 12 January 2018
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 2016 – 2.07
Population
Change

Aberdeenshire
2014 – 260,530
2015 - 261, 960
2016 - 262,190

Scotland
2014 – 5,347,600
2015 – 5,373,000
2016 – 5,404,700

Change
% change (2014-15)
0.5%
% change (2015-16)
0.09%
%
change
projected for 2019
(4.1%)

Change
% change (2014-15)
0.6%

Both areas are doing
better than the Scottish
average change of
0.6%. Over 10 years the
City has added 8,520
persons to its population
compared to the Shire’s
20,660 addition

Components
of
population change
by
administrative
area,

% change (2015-16)
0.59%
Change projected for
2019 (1.5%)

Aberdeen City (2016) Briefing Paper
2016/03:
Population
Report,
Aberdeen City and Shire. Available
at:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/nm
sruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=7187
4&sID=3365
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//
statistics/population-estimates/midyear-2016/16mype-cahb.pdf
Accessed on 15 January 2018

Aberdeen
2014 – 228,920
2015 – 230, 350
2016 - 229,840

Population
Structure

Change
% change (2014-15)
0.6%
% change (2015-16)
-0.22%
Change projected
for 2019 (3.8%)
Aberdeen
 00-15 -14.7%
 16-24 – 14.4%
 25-44 – 32.3%
 45-64 - 23.7%
 65+ - 14.9%
Aberdeenshire
 00-15 -18.7%

Scotland
 00-15 -17.0%
 16-24 – 11.4%
 25-44 – 25.7%
 45-64 – 27.6%
 65+ - 18.3%

A trend exists if data is
collected on the basis of
male/female. But no
trend exists for data
collected on the basis of
total persons before
2011.
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A large proportion of
working
age
population
means
large
future
pensionable
and
ageing population.

Aberdeen City (2016) Briefing Paper
2016/03:
Population
Report,
Aberdeen City and Shire. Available
at:
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/nm
sruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=7187
4&sID=3365

 16-24 – 9.7%
 25-44 – 25.1%
 45-64 – 28.8%
 65+ - 17.8%
Population
density

Aberdeenshire
 Area – 6313km2
 2015 - 41
 2016 – 41.9
 2017 – 42.3
 2018 – 42.6

Scotland
 2015 – 67
 2016 – 67.2
 2017 – 67.4
 2018 – 67.6

The density is higher in
the city than the shire
Both densities have risen
over time

Aberdeen
 Area – 186 Km2
 2012 – 1187
 2015 – 1,242
 2016 – 1,250
 2017 – 1,259
 2018 – 1,268
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There will be more
pressure on resources
provided in the City
in one sense but less
pressure on burning
of fossil fuel on
distance travelled in
the City

Computed from
National Records of Scotland (2018).
Population Projections for Scottish
Areas
(2014-based)
(Online)
Available
at
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statis
tics-and-data/statistics/statistics-bytheme/population/populationprojections/sub-national-populationprojections/2014-based/detailedtables
Accessed on 10 January 2018

Appendix 7.4.8: SEA Topic - Cultural Heritage
SEA
Quantified
using this column
Indicator
information
for figures for Jan
2018
Listed buildings

Listed buildings
at risk

Aberdeenshire
 2013– 3,715
Aberdeen City
Listed buildings
 2013– 1,212

Aberdeenshire
 2018 – 3775
Aberdeen City
Listed buildings
 2018 – 1220

Aberdeen City and
Shire
Listed buildings
 2013– 4,927

Aberdeen City and
Shire
Listed buildings
 2018 – 4995

Aberdeenshire
 2013– 228
Aberdeen City
 2013 – 26
Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2013 – 254

Conservation
Areas

Aberdeenshire
 2013 – 42
Aberdeen City
 2013 – 11

Trends

Increasing

New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.
New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites

Increasing
Aberdeenshire
 2018 – 268 (68
unlisted)
Aberdeen City
 2018 – 29
Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2018 – 297
 Aberdeenshire
 2018 – 41 with
another 14
proposed
 Aberdeen City
 2018 – 11

Issues/constraints

Decrease but forecast
increase in short term
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New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.
New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites
New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.

Data source(s)

Aberdeen City and Shire LDPA (2009)
Aberdeen City and Shire Structure
Plan Monitoring Report

Scheduled
Monuments

Archaeologica
l Sites and
Monuments
Record

Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2013 – 53? Total is
wrong based on
numbers above

 Aberdeen City and
Shire – 53 + 14
proposed

Aberdeenshire
 2016 - 552
Aberdeen City

 2016 - 45

Aberdeenshire
 2018 - 552
Aberdeen City

 2018 - 45

Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2013 – 625

Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2018 – 597

Aberdeenshire

 2016 – 20,413
Aberdeen City

 2016 - 5,370
Aberdeen City and
Shire

 2016 – 25,783

Gardens and
designed
landscapes

Aberdeenshire
 2013- 27
 2016 - 34

Aberdeen City
 2013 – 1

New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites
No change

Increasing
Aberdeenshire

 2018 – 25,021
Aberdeen City

 2018 – 3,561

New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.
New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites
New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.

Historic Environment Scotland

Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology
Service – Historic Environment
Records Database

New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites

Aberdeen City and
Shire

 2018 – 28,582
No change
Aberdeenshire
 2018 - 34
Aberdeen City
 2018 - 1
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New development
has the potential to
put pressure on, or
be constrained by,
built and cultural
sites.

Historic Environment Scotland

 2016 - 1
New development
also has potential to
maintain or enhance
cultural sites

Aberdeen City and
Shire
 2013 – 28
 2016 - 35
Battlefields

Aberdeenshire
Alford 1645
Barra 1308
Fyvie 1644
Harlaw
1411

No change

No change

Aberdeen City
None

166

http://data.historicscotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=250
0:10:0

Appendix 7.4.9: SEA Topic - Landscape
SEA Indicator
Quantified
information
Landscape character

There
are
42
landscape
character areas in
Aberdeenshire,
including 9 within
the CNP.
In Aberdeen there
are 27 landscape
character areas.

Landscape
Devt in Energetica
Framework Area (ALDP
01 Bus 5)

Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 - 0
 10/12- 06/13 – 2
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 - 0
 10/12- 06/13 - 2
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 - 0

Comparators and
targets

Trends

The four Landscape
Character
Assessments
that
cover the North East
provides
a
brief
overview of past land
use practices and
discusses
potential
land uses for existing
landscapes.

No trend

No data

No significant
increase
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Issues/constraints

Data source(s)

The
inappropriate
scale and insensitive
siting of future new
development
may
adversely
affect
landscape
characteristics
(e.g.
changing
its
landscape character
type, not respecting
local
topography/contours)
.
New
development
not fitting in with the
landscape’s capacity
to
absorb
further
developments
(e.g.
design, layout and
sense of place) – need
to promote suitable
development
capacity.
No known constraint

Scottish Natural Heritage (1997)
National programme of landscape
character assessment: Banff and
Buchan, Review No 37.
Scottish Natural Heritage (1996)
Cairngorms landscape assessment,
Review No 75.
Scottish Natural Heritage (1996)
Landscape character assessment of
Aberdeen, Review No 80
Scottish Natural Heritage (1998) South
and
Central
Aberdeenshire:
landscape character assessment,
Review No 102.

Aberdeenshire
Statement

Council

Monitoring

 10/12- 06/13 - 0
Landscape
Layout, siting, and
design of new
developments ALDP 08
lsd2

Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 53
 10/12- 06/13 1296
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 40
 10/12- 06/13 1169
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 -13
 10/12- 06/13 127

No data

Significant
application of
policy

There could be mixed
effect for landscape

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

How “Landscape
character” Policy is
applied to planning
applications

Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 21
 10/12- 06/13- 187
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 13
 10/12- 06/13- 130
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 – 7
 10/12- 06/13- 57
Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 2
 10/12- 06/13- 19
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 2
 10/12- 06/13- 16
No of Refusals

No data

Number of
applications
have
increased

Applications with LSE
are being refused
while applications
consistent with
safeguards are being
approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

No data

Number of
applications
have
increased

Applications with LSE
are being refused
while applications
consistent with
safeguards are being
approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

How “Valued views”
Policy is applied to
Planning Applications
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How “Public open
space” Policy is applied
to Planning Applications

Land Uses (2009)

 06/12-10/12 – 0
 10/12- 06/13- 3
Applications
Received
 06/12-10/12 – 9
 10/12- 06/13- 31
No of Approvals
 06/12-10/12 – 8
 10/12- 06/13- 21
No of Refusals
 06/12-10/12 – 1
 10/12- 06/13- 10

Aberdeenshire
(6313 sq km)

No data

Number of
applications
have
increased

Aberdeen City (186 sq
km)
18600 ha

631300 ha











Roads and tracks
Roadside (manmade)
Parking/loading
Roadside (unknown)
Tidal water
Foreshore/rocks
Railway
Path
Residential

3.90
0.00
0.42
0.31
0.00
72.88
0.00
4.86
6.50

884.57
307.99
650.30
68.54
172.66
511.77
81.25
92.83
688.84

No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
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Applications with LSE
are being refused
while applications
consistent with
safeguards are being
approved

Aberdeenshire Council Monitoring
Statement

Ongoing conflict
between how
maintenance and
quality is open space
is perceived –
Maintenance, grass
cutting vs. allowing
some open space to
develop into seminatural vegetation so
as to enhance
biodiversity.
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Aberdeenshire Council Open Space
Audit
Aberdeen City Open Space Audit

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

 Commercial/Institutio
nal
 Glasshouses
 other structures
 Airports
 Public
Park
and
Garden
 Private Garden
 School Grounds
 Institutional Grounds
 Amenity Residential
 Amenity Business
 Amenity Transport
 Play space
 Playing Fields
 Golf Courses
 Tennis Courts
 Bowling Greens
 Other Sports
 Green
Corridors/Riparian
Routes










Green Access Routes
Riparian Routes
Woodlands
Open Semi-natural
Open Water
Allotment
Church Yard
Cemetery
Other
Functional
Grounds

2.53

228.28

No Trend

Same as above

Same as above

0.00
2.22
0.00
114.34

2.32
16.62
183.97
265.01

No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

41.20
74.24
14.43
125.93
69.06
51.49
28.75
93.63
225.35
3.85
2.91
7.85
0.14

1698.45
124.01
77.28
483.85
207.16
249.07
4.56
117.69
676.56
3.84
3.58
7.73
0

No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

4.15
35.54
188.85
162.68
0.15
5.55
7.10
14.26
15.32

24.19
28.12
761.69
818.69
281.48
20.50
4.77
35.67
12.46

No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
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Civic space
Farmland
Moorland
other
e.g
landfill,
quarry
 Area
undergoing
change
 Total
Greenspace
area surveyed (ha)
 Un-surveyed
Greenspace
area
(ha)





10.95
12.06
0.03
14.05

0.72
4363.81
0.34
98.42

No Trend
No Trend
No Trend
No Trend

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

31.05

26.55

No Trend

Same as above

Same as above

1,448.51

14, 286.13

No Trend

Same as above

Same as above

626,851.49

4,313.87

No Trend
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Same as above

Appendix 7.4.10: SEA Topic - Material Assets
SEA
Quantified
Comparators and
Indicator
information
targets
Council
Band D

tax

Household
tenure – owner
occupied

Aberdeenshire
2010/11 - £1141
2011/12 - £1141
2016/17 - £1,141
Aberdeen
2010/11 - £1230.
2011/12 - £1230.
2016.17 - £1,230.
Aberdeenshire
2009/10 – 74%
2015/16 – 73%
Aberdeen
2009/10 – 60%
2015/16 – 57%

Trends

Issues/constraint
s

Data source(s)

No change

Government policy
on
keeping
household
costs
down affects how
much councils can
charge

Council Tax Help
Scotland
counciltaxadvisorsscotland.com

Scotland
2015/16 – 62%

Substantial
owner
housing in City and Shire
although it is higher in
the Shire

House prices for first
time buyers may be
a constraint as so is
the
general
economic climate

Behind The Granite 2016 Sections
available at
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/tou
rism_visitor_attractions/tourists_visitors
/statistics/BTG_2016_Housing.asp
(assessed 11 July 2016)

Household
tenure – social
rent

Aberdeenshire
2009/10 – 17%
2015/16 – 16%
Aberdeen
2009/10 – 24%
2015/16 -24%

Scotland
2015/16 – 0.24%

Low compared those
living in their own homes

Ability
of
social
landlords to build
more homes

Same as above

Household
tenure
private rent

Aberdeenshire
2009/10 – 8%
2015/16 -17%
Aberdeen
2009/10 – 14%
2015/16 –0.9 %

Scotland
2015/16 – 0.12%

Lowest tenure

Probably
open
market rental values
will constrain choice
in this sector

Same as above

–

172

-

Public-sector
housing stock

Aberdeenshire
March 2012 - 12,877
March 2015 - 12,856

Scotland
March 2915 - 316,996

The Stock is falling

Issue
is
efficiency
sector

energy
in this

Same as above

Rise in the latest data for
the Shire but a fall in the
latest data for the City

The
economic
climate
can
constrain how many
new houses could
be completed

Behind The Granite 2016 Sections
available at
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/tou
rism_visitor_attractions/tourists_visitors
/statistics/BTG_2016_Housing.asp
(assessed 11 July 2016)

Rising in the Shire but
falling in the City

Falling oil prices

Same as above

Aberdeen
March 2012 - 22,740
March 2915 - 22,328

New Dwellings
–
Housing
Completion

Aberdeenshire
2010/11 - 1,471
2013/14 - 1,122
2014/15 - 1,368
Aberdeen
2010/11 - 607
2013/14 - 717
2014/15 - 570

Economic
Activity Rates,

Aberdeenshire
2012 - 82.6%
2014-2016- 84.0%

Scotland
2014-2016 -77.8%

Aberdeen
2012 - 83.0%
2014 – 2015 – 80.5%
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Average Gross
Weekly
earnings

Aberdeenshire
2011/12 -£456.7
2014/14 - £482.5
Aberdeen
2011/12 - £574.9
2014/14 - £617.0

Aberdeen
2011/12 - £574.9
2014/14 - £617.0

Quite high for the City
and the Shire compared
with national average

The
oil
industry
seems
to
be
boosting
performance in the
North East

Same as above

Established
Housing Land
Supply (EHLS)
(including
small sites)

Aberdeen
2016 – 21,271
2017 - 20,651
Aberdeenshire
2016 – 25, 634
2017 - 25, 486

SDP Area
2016 – 46,905
2017 – 46,139

Falling in both City and
Shire

Reflection of
Constrains

EHLS on
Greenfield (%)
(For Aberdeen
Housing
Market)

Aberdeen
2016 – 86
2017 - 86
Aberdeenshire
2016 – 94
2017 - 94

SDP Area
2016 – 89
2017 – 89

Unchanged

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

EHLS on
Brownfield (%)
(For Aberdeen
Housing
Market)

Aberdeen
2016 – 14
2017 - 14

SDP Area
2016 – 11
2017 – 11

Unchanged

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

Constrained
Housing Land
Supply

Aberdeen
2016 – 3, 020
2017 - 2, 915
Aberdeenshire

SDP Area
2016 – 9,828
2017 – 9,998

Falling in the City but
rising in the Shire

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

Aberdeen
City
Council
and
Aberdeenshire
Council
(2016)
Housing Land Audit, Aberdeen.
Aberdeen
City
Council
and
Aberdeenshire
Council
(2017)
Housing Land Audit, Aberdeen.

Aberdeenshire
2016 – 6
2017 - 6
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2016 – 6, 808
2017 - 7, 083
5 – year
effective
housing land
supply(includin
g small sites)

Aberdeen
2016 – 6, 648
2017 - 6, 631
Aberdeenshire
2016 – 8, 112
2017 - 7, 727

SDP Area
2016 – 14, 760
2017 – 14, 358

Falling in the City but
rising in the Shire

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

Effective Units
Programmed
Beyond Year 5
in 2016 and
2017

Aberdeen
2016 – 11, 603
2017 - 11, 105
Aberdeenshire
2016 – 10, 714
2017 - 10, 678
Aberdeen
2015 - 798
2016 – 833
2017 - 1, 274
Aberdeenshire
2015 – 1,304
2016 – 1, 133
2017 - 935

SDP Area
2016 – 22, 317
2017 – 21, 783

Falling in the City but
rising in the Shire

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

SDP Area
2015 – 2,099
2016 – 1,966
2017 – 2, 209

Falling in the City but
rising in the Shire

Reflection of
Constrains

Same as above

Housing
completions
(2017 figures
are
anticipated)
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Appendix 7.4.11: Maps
Map 1: Existing woodland
Map 2: Protected sites
Map 3: Existing settlements and development allocations
Map 4: Prime Agricultural Land
Map 5: Cultural Heritage
Map 6: Carbon Rich Soils
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Map 1: Existing Woodland
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Map 2: Protected sites (note a number of designations overlay each
other at various sites)
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Map 3: Existing SDP allocations in City and Shire LDPs
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Map 4: Prime Agricultural Land
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Map 5: Cultural Heritage
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Map 6: Carbon Rich Soils
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